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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
Corporal Joe R. Baldonado

18 March 2014, the President of the United States of America, authorized by an Act of
gress, March 3, 1863, has awarded, in the name of Congress, the Medal of Honor to

Corporal Joe R. Baldonado
United States Army
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r conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty:
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rporal Joe R. Baldonado distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above
H beyond the call of duty while serving as an acting machinegunner in 3d Squad, 2d Platoon,
pany B, 187th Airborne Infantry Regiment during combat operations against an armed
my in Kangdong, Korea on November 25, 1950. On that morning, the enemy launched a
ong attack in an effort to seize the hill occupied by Corporal Baldonado and his company. The
toon had expended most of its ammunition in repelling the enemy attack and the platoon
edder decided to commit his 3d Squad, with its supply of ammunition, in the defensive action.
ce there was no time to dig in because of the proximity of the enemy, who had advanced to
hin twenty-five yards of the platoon position, Corporal Baldonado emplaced his weapon in an
osed position and delivered a withering stream of fire on the advancing enemy, causing them
all back in disorder. The enemy then concentrated all their fire on Corporal Baldonado’s gun
attempted to knock it out by rushing the position in small groups and hurling hand
nades. Several times, grenades exploded extremely close to Corporal Baldonado but failed to
errupt his continuous firing. The hostile troops made repeated attempts to storm his position

were driven back each time with appalling casualties. The enemy finally withdrew after
king a final assault on Corporal Baldonado’s position during which a grenade landed near his
, killing him instantly. Corporal Baldonado’s extraordinary heroism and selflessness at the
t of his own life, above and beyond the call of duty, are in keeping with the highest traditions
of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Army.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

RAYMOND T. ODIERNO
General, United States Army
Chief of Staff

Official:

3. O,

GERALD B. O’KEEFE
Administrative Assistant to the
Secretary of the Army
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STRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the

ive Army, the Army National Guard/Army National Guard of the United States, and the U.S.

B

ATmy Reserve.
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