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. 2014-23 WASHINGTON, DC, 16 June 2014

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
Specialist Four Leonard L. Alvarado

18 March 2014, the President of the United States of America, authorized by an Act of
gress, March 3, 1863, has awarded, in the name of Congress, the Medal of Honor to

Specialist Four Leonard L. Alvarado
United States Army
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r conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty:

Jo |

pecialist Four Leonard L. Alvarado distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and
infrepidity above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a Rifleman with Company D, 2d
Battalion, 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) during combat operations against an
arned enemy in Phuoc Long Province, Republic of Vietnam on August 12, 1969. On that day, as
Specialist Four Alvarado and a small reaction force moved through dense jungle en route to a
eaguered friendly platoon, Specialist Four Alvarado detected enemy movement and opened
. Despite his quick reaction, Specialist Four Alvarado and his comrades were soon pinned
n by the hostile force that blocked the path to the trapped platoon. Specialist Four Alvarado
ckly moved forward through the hostile machinegun fire in order to engage the enemy troops.
denly, an enemy grenade exploded nearby, wounding and momentarily stunning him.
aliating immediately, he killed the grenadier just as another enemy barrage wounded him
in. Specialist Four Alvarado crawled forward through the fusillade to pull several comrades
k within the hastily-formed perimeter. Realizing his element needed to break away from the
stile force, Specialist Four Alvarado began maneuvering forward alone. Though repeatedly
own to the ground by exploding satchel charges, he continued advancing and firing, silencing
eral emplacements, including one enemy machinegun position. From his dangerous forward
ition, he persistently laid suppressive fire on the hostile forces, and after the enemy troops
d broken contact, his comrades discovered that he had succumbed to his wounds. Specialist
Fqur Alvarado’s extraordinary heroism and selflessness at the cost of his own life, above and
vond the call of duty, are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect
at credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Army.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

RAYMOND T. ODIERNO
General, United States Army
Chief of Staff

Official:
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GERALD B. O'KEEFE
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Administrative Assistant to the
Secretary of the Army
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STRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the

ive Army, the Army National Guard/Army National Guard of the United States, and the U.S.

B

ATmy Reserve.
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