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. 2013-13 WASHINGTON, DC, 15 July 2013

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
Chaplain (Captain) Emil J. Kapaun

11 April 2013, the President of the United States of America, authorized by an Act of
gress, March 3, 1863, has awarded, in the name of Congress, the Medal of Honor to

Chaplain (Captain) Emil J. Kapaun
United States Army

HURHOL

T
(@]

r conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty:
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aplain Emil J. Kapaun distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above and
ond the call of duty while serving with the 3d Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry
Division during combat operations against an armed enemy at Unsan, Korea, from
ember 1-2, 1950. On November 1, as Chinese Communist Forces viciously attacked friendly
efements, Chaplain Kapaun calmly walked through withering enemy fire in order to provide
copfort and medical aid to his comrades and rescue friendly wounded from no-man’s land.
ough the Americans successfully repelled the assault, they found themselves surrounded by
enemy. Facing annihilation, the able-bodied men were ordered to evacuate. However,
aplain Kapaun, fully aware of his certain capture, elected to stay behind with the wounded.
er the enemy succeeded in breaking through the defense in the early morning hours of
ember 2, Chaplain Kapaun continually made rounds, as hand-to-hand combat ensued. As
inese Communist Forces approached the American position, Chaplain Kapaun noticed an
red Chinese officer amongst the wounded and convinced him to negotiate the safe surrender
efghe American forces. Shortly after his capture, Chaplain Kapaun, with complete disregard for
personal safety and unwavering resolve, bravely pushed aside an enemy soldier preparing to
cute Sergeant First Class Herbert A. Miller. Not only did Chaplain Kapaun’s gallantry save
life of Sergeant Miller, but also his unparalleled courage and leadership inspired all those
present, including those who might have otherwise fled in panic, to remain and fight the enemy
urgtil captured. Chaplain Kapaun's extraordinary heroism and selflessness, above and beyond
he call of duty, are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great
crgdit upon himself, the 3d Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, the 1st Cavalry Division, and the
United States Army.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

RAYMOND T. ODIERNO
General, United States Army
Chief of Staff

Official:
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GERALD B. OKEEFE

Acting Administrative Assistant
to the Secretary of the Army

TRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the
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Active Army, the Army National Guard/Army National Guard of the United States, and the U.S.
y Reserve.
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