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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

UL

direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress approved 12 July 1862
ended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918, and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of
nor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of
, iIs awarded by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to:

rgeant First Class Paul R. Smith, Company B, 11th Engineer Battalion, United States
Aimy, distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of
y in action with an armed enemy near Baghdad International Airport, Baghdad, Iraq, on 4
ril 2003. On that day, Sergeant First Class Smith was engaged in the construction of a
isoner of war holding area when his Task Force was violently attacked by a company-sized
bmy force. Realizing the vulnerability of over 100 fellow soldiers, Sergeant First Class Smith
ckly organized a hasty defense consisting of two platoons of soldiers, one Bradley Fighting
Vdhicle and three armored personnel carriers. As the fight developed, Sergeant First Class
Smlth braved hostile enemy fire to personally engage the enemy with hand grenades and anti-
apk weapons, and organized the evacuation of three wounded soldiers from an armored
ersonnel carrier struck by a rocket-propelled grenade and a 60mm mortar round. Fearing the
bmy would overrun their defenses, Sergeant First Class Smith moved under withering enemy
e to man a .50 caliber machine gun mounted on a damaged armored personnel carrier. In total
regard for his own life, he maintained his exposed position in order to engage the attacking
my force. During this action, he was mortally wounded. His courageous actions helped defeat
enemy attack and resulted in as many as 50 enemy soldiers killed, while allowing the safe
hdrawal of numerous wounded soldiers. Sergeant First Class Smith’s extraordinary heroism
uncommon valor are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and
lect great credit upon himself, the 3d Infantry Division “Rock of the Marne,” and the United
tes Army.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

/!

TER J. SCHOOMAKER
Ggneral, United States Army
Ghief of Staff
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icial:

ANDRA R. RILEY /&%

Administrative Assistant to the
retary of the Army
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TRIBUTION: This publication is available in electronic media only and is intended for the
ive Army, the Army National Guard of the United States, and the U.S. Army Reserve.
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