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* * * AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR * 
* By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress approved 12 July 1862 * * (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918, and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of * 

Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of * duty, is awarded (posthumously) by the Department of the Anny in the name of Congress to: * 
Private First Class Willy F. James, Jr., United States Army, for * extraordinary heroism in action on 7 April 1945, while serving with Company G, 413th Infantry * 

* Regiment, 104th Infantry Division, near Lippoldsberg, Germany. As lead scout during a * 
maneuver to secure and expand a vital bridgehead, Private First Class James was the first to 
draw enemy fire. He was pinned down for over an hour, during which time he observed enemy * positions in detail. Returning to his platoon, he assisted in working out a new plan of maneuver. * 
He then led a squad in the assault, accurately designating targets as he advanced, until he was * killed by enemy machine gun fire while going to the aid of his fatally wounded platoon leader. * 
Private First Class James' fearless, self-assigned actions, coupled with his diligent devotion to * duty, exemplify the highest traditions of the Armed Forces. * 
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