
GENERAL ORDERS 

NO. 23 

HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

WASHINGTON, D. C., 15 NOVEMBER 1977 

SERGEANT MAJOR OF THE ARMY 
POSITION AND DUTIES 

1. The position of Sergeant Major of the Army was established effective 
4 July 1966. 

2. The Sergeant Major of the Army will serve as the senior enlisted 
assistant and adviser to the Chief of Staff. 

3. Effective 1 November 1977 the normal tour for the Sergeant Major 
of the Army is three years. 

(DAPE-MPE) 

Official: 
J, C, PENNINGTON 
Brigadier General, USA 
The Adjutant General 

DISTRIBUTION: 

CLIFFORD L. ALEXANDER 
Secretary of the Army 

Active Army, ARNG, USAR: To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 
12-4, requirements for Department of the Army General Orders. 

*This General Order supersedes GO 14, 16 June 1976. 


