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I._SILVER STAR. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the
Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action
isawarded to:

Brigadier General Nguyen Vink Nghi, , Army. of the Republic
of Vietnam, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action in connection
with military operations against an opposing hostile force on 31 July 1969 while
serving as Commanding General, 21st Infantry Division (RVN). General
Nghi, after being informed that his 31st Regiment had made battle contact
with two battalions of the 3d North Vietnamese Regiment at Rach Gia, im-
mediately proceeded there to personally direct the operation. Arriving in the
area by Command and Control heliepoter, he immediately directed the heli-
copter pilot to fly at tree top level so that he could pinpoint enemy targets and
troop positions. At approximately 1700 hours, the 81st Regiment succeeded in
blocking the North Vietnamese force on three sides. However, the enemy force,
realizing this, began moving to the open section of the perimeter. Recognizing
‘the importance of keeping the enemy under complete observation, he directed
the pilot to make several low-level flights over the enemy positions to draw
hostile fire and contain the enemy and gave personal direction to additional
friendly forces which were being }:mded by boat. This action closed the gap
and encireled the enemy, G‘remrai Nghi, still making low-leve] flights during
the early hours of darkness, continued to pinpoint enemy positions and {ilresteii
that the ground troops conduct a limited night attack to insure the enemy
would not escape. His valiant example of personal courage and gallantry in
the face of intense enemy automatic and small arms fire so inspired the friu}diy
forces that they pressed the attack so vigorously that the battle resulted in
77 North Vietnamese soldiers killed and three captured. General Ngh#’s con-
spicuous gallantry and extraordinary heroic aetions are in k&apmfr with the
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him and
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam.

H__SILVER STAR 1. By direction of the President, under the provisions of

the Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action
isawarded to:

Captain William L. Speer, . Medieal Serviee Corps, {then
infantry), United States Army, who while %rvmg as Commanding Officer,
Company B, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry, 196th Infantry Brigade, Americal
Division, c:imi:m«mshe& himself by gallantry in action on 8 January 1968, in
the Republic of Vietnam. Company B was conducting a combat a§>exrati0§1
northwest of Fire Support Base West in the Que Son Valley when it engaged
a North Vietnamese Army force of almost battalion size. The company was
immediately pinned down by heavy small arms fire from three sides, Dis-
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regarding the heavy small arms fire, Captain Speer moved about, evaluating
ﬂm positions of his p}&t{xms informing them of the locations of the othar
platoons, and encouraging his new men. During the course of the battle he
wag informed that persannel in an enemy bunker were placing heavy fire on
the 1st Platoon, Using several hand grenades, he eliminated the enemy strong
point. The better to control the various elements of his unit, he moved to the
center of a rice paddy to his east. From that position, he controlled a retro-
grade movement of his unit and evacuation of the wounded to a secure village.
He pointed out targets and directed artillery fire to within 50 yards of his
position. He then re;;emed his wnit in the village where he rcaorgamae& and
redistributed ammunition. While evacuating casualties, his unit came under
indirect enemy fire. Learning that the 60-millimeter-mortar base plate had
been lost, he improvised a base plate and then directed mortar fire into the

wemy locations. The mortar five effectively stopped the enemyy advance. Cap-
tain Speer's decisive leadership and gallant conduct inspired his men and con-
tributed to the successful defeat of determined enemy attacks. His conduct
was in keeping with the cherished traditions of the military service and
reflected utmost credit on him and the United States Arnmy.

2. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to:

Sergeant First Class Bernard W. Newman, , United States
Army, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action in the Republic of
Vietnam on 5 May 1968 while serving with Company A, Bth Special Forces
Group, 1st Special Forces in an advisory capacity to a company of Civilian
Irregular Defense Group soldiers during a reconnaissance operation, The com-
pany made contact with enemy troops and moved immediately in pursuit but
was ambushed by a reinforeed company of enemy troops and sustained heavy
casualties in the initial barrage of fire. Although under extremely heavy auto-
matic weapons and mortar five, Sergeant Newman led an assault to push back
the enemy force and was ableto knock out the énerny’s most demaging machine-
gun position, After being pinned down by enemy fire, Sergeant Newman ealmly
directed artillery fire on the enemy positions until American gunships arrived
to assist in the fighting. After arrival of the gunships, Sergeant Newman began
the withdrawal of the friendly troops. During the withdrawal he was wounded
in the leg by enemy rifle fire while aoting as the cover force by himself, After
moving to a more secure position, Sergeant Newman continued to provide cover-
ing fire for the withdrawing friendly forces. He refused medical attention and
continned to assist, directing the gunships in their fight against the enemy,
continuously exposing himself to enemy fire. Sergeant Newman’s valorous
actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and
reflected the highest credit on him and the United States Army.
HI__LEGION OF MERIT. By direction of the President, under the provisions
of the Act of Congress approved 20 July 1942 and Exeentive Order 10600,
158 March 1953, the Lewxozz of Merit {Degree of (}omma,ndar) for exceptionally
meritorious cenduct in the performance of outstanding service is awarded to:

Licutenant General Fernando Gonzalez-Camine y Aguwirre, Spanish
Avmy. May 1968 to July 1971
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IV. . LEGION OF MERIT. By direction of the President, under the provisions
of the Act of Congress approved 20 July 1942 and Ex&cutlve Order 10600,
15 Murch 1958, The Legion of Merit (D(«wree of Legionnaire) for exceptionally
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding service is awarded to:
Colonel Victor J. Suarez Romero, , Colombian Army. May 1970
to February 187L
V,»»S{}Li}fE'R!S MEDAL. By directions of the President, under the provisions
of the Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier’'s Medal for heroism
not invelving actual conflict with an enemy is awarded to:

Second Lieutenant Pradist Duangjarus, , Royal Thai Army,
who distinguished himself by herolsm not involving actual conflict with an
armed enemy on 2 August 1969, while serving as st Platoon Leader, 1st Com-
pany, Jnd Battalion, st Infantrv Bmgad&, Royal Thai Army Vt}imxteer Foree,
Vietnaxy. At a@iaraxxzxaate}v 0930 hours in Nhen Trach Ii}xstmct Bien Hoa
Province, R@p&bhe of Vietnam, Lieutenant Pradist assisted in the rescue of a
American officer and a Thai Aviation pilot from a burning helicopter and
helped carvy them tosafety. Lieutenant Pradist was on patrol after having been
inserted into the area during a combat-air-assault operation. The OH-13 heli-
copter from the Thai L}ghif Aviation Company was attempting to land near
the location of Lieutenant Pradist’s platoon. The helicopter, upon landing,
began to slide in the soft muddy soil and the tail rotor became entangled in the
brush. As the helicopter attempted to take off it flipped over, shati“ering the
canopy, and the plane burst into flames. Realizing the seriousness of the acci-
dent and that the American officer and Thai pilot were caught in the burning
aircraft, Lieutenant Pradist, and a United States Army Liaison Noncommis-
sioned Officer rushed to the sth to free the pevsons trapped-inside. Lieutenant
Pradist pulled the pilot free and then attempted to free the American officer
but was not immediately succesaful as he was pinned in by the passenger door.
‘While the Noncommissioned Officer lifted the burning helicopter and rocked
the ship, Lieutenant Pradist freed the officer and pulled him safely away from
the ship. At this moment several hand grenades in the ship began to explode
and the fuel tanks caught fire, thus completely demolishing the }mhcopteh An
American officer in 8 command-and-control ship circling ovex‘h&ad landed and
evacuated the two wounded officers. Lieutenant Pradist acted with complete
disregax& for his own safety. His rapid estimate and response undoubtedly re-
sulted in saving the lives of both. Lieutenant Pradist’s herole actions were in
keeping with the highest traditions of the military serviee and reflect great
credit on him, hisunit and the Royal Thail Army.

VI .SOQLDIER'S MEDAL. 1. By direction of the President, under the pro-
visions of the Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for
heroism not involving actual conflict with an enemy is awarded to:

Private First Class Thomas J. Byers, , B4th Military Police
Company, Fort Ord, California, who distinguished himself by heroism involv-
ing voluntary risk of life at Fort Ord, California on 9 July 1971. On that date
Private Byers performed a herole act that prevented injury and possible death
toa iminee,‘wh@ had climbed a 50-foot water tower and threatened to commit
suicide by jumping from the tower. Placing the safety of the soldier and per-
formance of duty above the regard for hlS personal safety, Private Byers
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elirabed the water tower and engaged the trainee in conversation in an attempt
to pain his confidence, After aypmmzﬁ:ﬁ}y 10 mmutes,s Private Byers was able
to get close to the trainee and grabbed him. Together with another military
;mhae;ma.ﬁ they aﬁm&e& the trainge down the ia&&w from the water tower to
the safety of the ground. His dﬁﬁl@lv&i}@“% quick thinking, and ¢ourage during
the: zmrmﬁ of this sct saved the traines from possible anmnss injury or loss of
life. By his eouragecus action and humanitarian regard for his fellow man and
dedication of service toliis country, Private First Class Byers has reflected great
evedit on himself and the United States Army. (This award supersedes the
Army Commendation Medal awarded to Private Byers for herolsm on 9. July
sz as amounc&d in General Orders Number 120, Headguarters United
States Array Training Center, Infantry and Fort Ord, California, dated
20 September 1971,

2. By direction of the President; x;mc}er the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 Jniy 1996, a Soldier’s' Medal for heroism not involving sctual
corniflict with an enemy is awarded to:

Chaplain {(Captain) Thomus E. Froker, , United States Avmy, -
who distinguished himself by exceptional heroism involving risk-of life at Fort
Benning, Georgia on 28 S@pt.emiaer 1971, On that date Cha,plzxm Fraker was
called to Eubanks Army Air Field where hie was briefed about o man who was
threstening to-commit sulcide from o 250-foot tower. At great ygrsmmi risk
to-hiimself, Chaplain lecw climbéd the tower and talked the man out of com-
mitting smmée After more than an hour, he then accompanied the man down
to the gmmi{i By his courageous action and humanitarian regard for his fellow
man and dedication of service to his country, Chaplain Fm&w has reflected
greateredit on himsgh* and the: Umte& St&m:; firmy

3. By direction of the sz&ant under the provisions of the Act of Congrass
appmm& 2 July 1926, = Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual
conflict with anenemy is aw&r{i@d to:

First Lmutemx;t Jarios I, @am%imm , United States Army,
‘who distingnished  himself by heroism m*mévmg W}imxmrv rigk of life ab
Fayetteville, North Caroling on 8 April 1971 With s&mﬁﬁe&:& disregard for
h}:a personal safety, Lieutenant Landblom entered a burning house trailer and

“~gveled its entire 1e:agjth through heavy smeke and intense heat to restue o
16-montheold child, Any hesitation on the- part of Lieutenant Zandblom would:
have resulted in the loss of the child’s life, sinee the trailer was destroyed by

the time the Fire Department arrived: By his COUrRgeous. aﬁmﬁi humanitarian
rvegard for his fellow man, and dedication of servies to his country, First
Lxeutenmt Landblom has mﬂeet&%& greaterédit on himself and the United States
Aoriny.

4. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926, a Seldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual con-
flict with an enemy is awarded to-

Second Lieutenant Peter ¢, Neukom, , United States Army,
who distinguished himself Iy herolsm involving mkméfwy risk of life at Hope-
well; Virginia on 6 June 1970, On that date Lieutenant Newlbom was fishing
fmm the shme of the A@@omath River, when he heard sereaming. He looked
out-and saw the head of & small hog;r just visible on the surface c,sf the. mgs»xéiy
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moving river., He ran upstream until he reached: the best vantage point to
swim to the boy. He dove into the water and swam to where the boy was last
seen. He dove and surfaced several times before he finally came up with the
boy and towed him to the shore. By his courageous action, humanitarian regard
for his fellow man, and dedication of gervice to his country, Second Lieutenant
Neukon has reflected great credit on himself and the United States Army.

5. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual conflict
with an enemy is awarded to:

Specialist Four Rickard M. Newton, , United States Army,
who distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Siegel-
bach, Germany on 29 December 1970. On that date Specialist Newton, disregard-
ing: grm{ personal risk, pulied a German citizen from a burning autemobile
moments after it had been in a serious accident, He returned to ihe burning
wreckage a second time to aid the driver, who was pinned inside the wreckage.
The second attempt; unfortunately, was to no avail. By his courageous action.
humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of service to his coun-
try, Specialist Four Newton has reflected great credit on himself and the United
States Army.

6. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1826, a-Seldier's Medal for herolsm net invelving ¢ fxetm}, con-
flict with an enemy isawarded to:

Captain Arthur R. Paik, , United States Army, who distin-
guished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Baumholder,
Germany, on 81 March 1971. On that date Captain Paik was in his quarters
when he heard a disturbance in the hallway. He discovered a female German
employee totally env eloped in flames, With utter disregard for his own personal
safety, he restrained the woman, plased her on the floor and extinguished the
ﬁames with an extingunisher. After extinguishing the flames, he quickly sam-
moned aid, The lady was removed to a G‘ru man hesp}mi. Before seeking treat-
ment for his own injuries, he investigated the source of the fire and discovered
a can of inflammable material on a stove in the kitchen. He extinguished the
fire, preventing extensive damage to the building. By his courageous action,
humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of service to his coun-
try, Captain Paik has reflected great credit on himself and the United States
Army.

7. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress,
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual
conflict with an enemy isawarded to:

Second Lieutenant Robert J . Bichardson, s United States Army,
who distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at
Grafenwohr, West Germany on 21 March 1971, On that date Lieutenant
Richardson was the administrative officer-in-charge on Range 45 at Grafen-
wohr, West Germany, where his battalion was conducting tank gunnery training
exercises. Hearing shouts of “fire,” Licutenant Richardson saw o tank enveloped
in flames near the ammunition point. He quickly gathered the range team per-
sonnel and instructed them to gather fire extingushers and assist in putting out
the fire. He then ran to the burning tank, climbed aboard, and began to take
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ammunition being passed out of the turret, At this time, the tank was burning
fiercely and was partially obscured by thick smoke. When the tank commander
was forced to leave the turvet die to the infense heat and smoke, Licutenant
Rivhardson, aware of the imminent danger of explosion, went into the turret
and began to remove the remaining ammunition. The smoke inside the turret
was extremely thick, but Lieutenant Richardson remained inside until he was
overcome by smoke inhalation. He was evacuated to Vilseck Hospital for medi-
eal treatment. Lieutenant Rickardson’s courage and selflessness prevented the
loss of human lives and destruction of government property. By his courageous
action, humanitarian regard for his feﬁawmam and dedication of service to his
country, Second Lieutenant Richardson has reflected great credit on himself
and the L nited States Army.

8 By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual
conflict with an enemy is awarded to:

Staff Sergeant Harold W. Sharrow, ; United States Army, who
distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life while serv-
ing as a Military Policeman, 21st Military Police Company, $02d Military
Pz}hua Battalion at Fort Bragg, North C&m}ma, on 1 June 1971, On that date
Sergeant Sharrow and his patrol partner were notified to answer an alarm at
the Mallonee Village Branch of the First Citizens Bank. Upon arriving at the
bank Sergeant Sharrow was informed that three armed men were inside the
bank. Sergeant Sherrew dustructed his patrol partner to position the patrol
jeep in the driveway of the bank, hoping to block the escape of the men. Dis-
regarding his peracma} safety, Sergeant Sharrow engaged the robbers in gun-
ﬁre, rmultmg in the capture ef one of thém and recovery of a portion of the
stolen money. The individual captured also supplied the names and deseriptions
of the others involved in the robbery. Sergeant Sharrow’s devotion to duty was
outstanding and is worthy of the highest praise. By his courageous action and
humanitarian regard for his fellow man and dedication of service to his coun-
try, Staff Sergeant Sharrow has reflected great eredit on hirself and the United
States Army.

9. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual con-
fict with an enemy isawarded to:

Specialist Four (Then Private First Class) John A. Smith, ,
United States Army, who distinguished himself by hereoism involving volun-
tary risk of life at Hohenfels, Germany on 8 July 1971, On that date a soldier
was performing maintenance in a tank when three rounds of 105mm ammuni-
tion exploded, setting the tank on fire and injuring the man seriously. The tank
was loaded with its basic load of ammunition. The fire caused other ammuni-
tion to become hot and in danger of exploding. Specialist Smith attempted to
enter the burning tank but was initially turned away by the intense heat and
smoke. Dmermmed to rescue the man, he obtained a protective mask, entered the
tank and lifted the soldier through the loader’s hateh. Once outside the tank
himself, he collapsed from smehe inhalation, personal Injuries, and shock. By
his courageous action, humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication
of service to his country, Specialist Four Smith has reflected great credit on
himself and the United States Army.
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10. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Aect of Congress
approved 2 July 1926, a ﬁoldmrs Medal for heroism not invelving actuai
eonflictwith anenemy isawardedio:

Stafl Sergeant Robert M. Stover, ; United States Army, who
distinguished himself by herolsm involving valun tary risk of life at Gatun,
Canal Zone on 6 November 1971. On that cifxm while fishing in the Chagres
River, Sergeant Stover noticed two boys bemcr swept away by strong waves.
Sergeant. Stover entered the water in an attempt to save the two boys. After
bringing one of the boys to shore he reentered the water and brought the other
boy safely to shore. Due to the strong currents and waves Sergeant Stover
collapsed from exhaustion. Disregarding his exbaustion he entered the water
again and attempted to rescue a fellow soldier. By his courageous sction,
humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of service to his
country, Staff hargeant Stover has roik\ct@& great credit on himself and the
United States Army.

11. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 9 July 1926, » Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving 'whml con-
flict with an enemy isawarded to:

Specialist Four Larry G Stration, s United States Army, who
distinguished himself by heroism involving mluntarv risk of life at Siegelbach,
Germany on 29 December 1970. Specialist Stratton, émmgarﬁmg great persana}
risk-and danger, pv& ed a German citizen from a burning automobile moments
after it had been involved in a serious accident, He returned to the site of the
buming wreckage o second time to aid the driver, who wag pinned inside the
wreckage. The second attempt, unfortunately, was to no avail. By his courageous
action, humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of service to
his country, Specialist Four Stratton has reflected great credit on himself and
the United States Army.

12. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actnal con-
Hict with an enemy igawarded to:

Bergeant First Class Dele B Thomas, ; United States Army,
who distinguished himself by hercism involving valuntary risk of life at
Grafenwoehr, Germany on 21 March 1971. On that date a tank located near
an ammunition point burst into flames. F acilities were not adequate to bring
the fire under control. Sergeant Thomas quickly obtained another tank a,nd
towed the blazing vehicle away from the ammunition point. Completely dis-
regarding his pem&mﬂ safety, Sergeant Thomas climbed onto the burning tank
and began to take ammunition being passed from inside the turret. When the
tank mmmandar was foreed from the turret dus to the intense heat, Sergeant
Thomas quickly climbed into the turret. He remained inside the burning mnk
until all the ammunition had been removed. He then assisted in towing the tank
into an open field. Sergeant Thomas’ courageous action prevented the loss of
lives and further destruction of government property. By his courageous action,
humanitarian regard for his fell@w man, and dedieation of service to his country,
Sergeant First Class Thomas has reflected great credit on himself and the
United States Army.
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13. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2J uij, 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual wnﬁmﬁ
with anenemy is awarde& to:

Specialist Four Hugh L. Thomas, , United States Army, who
distinguished himself by heroism mmivmw vohmf;ary risk of life st Fort Sill,
Oklahoma on 15 March 1971, On that date a fire broke out in an administrative
storage area where men were working and was spreading toward a tracked
recovery vehicle parked nearby. Speemhst Thomas realized immediately that
the vehicle would explode if it remained where it was, destroying everything
near it. He climbed into the vehicle and drove it to a safe area. By his courageous
action, humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of service to
his country, Specialist Four Thomas has reflected great credit on himself and
the United States Army,

14, By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual
conflict with an enemy is awarded to:

Specinlist Five Bobert T. Toomer, , United States Army, who
distinguished himself by heroism invelving voluntary risk of life at Grafen-
wohr, West Germany on 21 March 1971. On that date his company was conduet-
ing tank gunnery training exercises. Specialist T'oomer’s tank was positioned
pear-an amgnunition point in preparation for firing on the vange; when his tank
burst into flames. Specialist Toomer quickly ran to the rear deck of the blazing
tank and attempted to suiother the fames with a five extingunisher. The five was
beyond control. Another vehicle was ordered to tow the burning tank away
from the ammunition point. Specialist Toomer plunged into the thld; smoke
and assisted in connecting the tow cables. After the tank had been towed to
a safe location, Specialist Toomer climbed on board and begnn to take am-
munition from dn individual inside the tank. When the tank commander was
forced out of the turret by the intense heat and smoke, Specialist Tooner
quickly climbed into the turret. Completely disregarding his own safety, Spe-
cialist Z'oomer remained inside the blazing tank until all the ammunition had
been removed and he was ordered to leave by his Company Commander.
Specialist Toomer's courageous action prevented the loss of human life and
further destruction of government property. By his courageous action,
humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of service to his
eonntry, Speeialist Five Toomer has reflected great credit on himself and the
United States Army.

15. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress,
2 July 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual conflict with
anenemy isawarded to:

Specialist Four Dean E. Wayt, , United States Army, who
distinguished himself by heroism invelving voluntary risk of life at Feucht,
Grermany on 29 March 1971, On that date Specialist Wayt observed two 16,000+
gallon fuel-transporting railcars loaded with diesel fuel, crash through a metal
chain-link gate at the entrance to the Petroleum Supply Point. They een‘tmued
to roll at a gpeezi of approximately 10 miles per hour out of the Supply Point
and down the tracks. Specialist Wayt ran after the first of the two railears,
jumped aboard, and stopped the railcar by manually operating the braking
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device. Specialist Way?t’s courageous actions averted a possible disaster. By
his courageous action, humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication
of service to his country, Specialist Four Wayt has reflected great credit on
himself and the United States Army.

16. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual
conflict with an enemy is awarded to:

Private First Class James Williams, » United States Army,
who dmtmgmshed himself by heroism involving VG}umarv risk of life of Fort
Belvoir, Virginia on 14 September 1970, On that date Private Williams ob-
served a dump truck overturn and erupt in flames on Interstate Highway 495.
Upon hearing screams from the driver trapped in the cab of the truck and
without regard for his own personal safety, he proceeded to assist in the rescue
of the émver from certain death. Despite the ever-present danger of explo-
sion, Private Williams assisted in the removal of the driver a,nd assured his
safety and comfort while awaiting professional help. By his courageous action,
humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of service to his
country, Private First Class Williams has reflected great credit on himself
and the United States Army

1% By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress
approved 2 July 1926, a Scldier’s Medal for heroism not involving actual
conflict with an enemy is awarded tos

Specialist Four Jimmy A. Williams, , United States Army,
who distinguished himself by an act of heroism mvolvmg voluntary risk of
life at West Point. New York on 13 October 1971. On that date three painters,
who bhad been painting the inside of a water tank at Michie Stadinm, West
Point, had been overcome by the noxious fumes and were lying at the bottom
of the tank. Because of the “small size of the manhole on the top-of the tank,
members of the West Point Fire Department Rescue Squad were unable to
enter the tank, and small, thin volunteers were needed. Specialist Wélliams
qﬁmidy responded He was lowered into the tank, which was still filled with
noxious fumes, and he tied a rope around each of 'the painters who were then
successively 1ifted to safety and resuscitated. Specialist Willlame’ quick actions
and disregard for his personal safety saved the three men from death or serious
injury. By his courageous action, humanitarian regard for his fellow man,
and dedication of service to his country, Specialist Four Williams has reflected
great credit on himself and the United States Army.

VII..AIR MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions of
Executive Order 9158, 11 May 1942, as amended by E;aecutwe Order 9242-A,
11 September 1942, an Air Medal with “V” device (Numeral 17) for hemxcsm
is awarded by the I)epm tment of the Army posthumously to:

Cmt&m Gem{;re L. Aikin, (then First Lientenant), - United
States Azmy, who distingnished himself by heroism while participating in
aerial flight evidenced by voluntary action above and beyond the call of duty
on $ October 1969. On that date Captain 4ékin responded to a call received
from the 5th Special Forces at Dak Pek, Vietnam, requesting aid in locating
and assisting a Special Forces team which had made heavy contact with a
superior-size enemy force. He responded immediately to the request and flew
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to the contact area, approximately seven kilometers northeast of Dak Pek.
Disregarding enemy ground-to-air fire, Captain Aikin proceeded to make sev-
eral Iow passes, locating the friendly and enemy positions. With other series
of low passes hie was sz!e to determine the most secuve route back to Dak Pek
for the Special Forces team and began directing them out of the enemy-held
area. Faced with low ceilings and limited vigibi}iw, Captain Aikin began
leading the team, continously executing low passes over and ahead of them in
order to deny !th’ enemy an opportunity to set up an ambush site. Upon return-
ing to Dak Pek, it was learned that the team had been led through two North
“Vletnamese companies without a single casualty salaiy through the efforts of
Gapmm Ailin. Captain dikin’s unylelduw courage in the f&@a of overwhelm-
ing odds, disregard for his own safety, and extreme devotion to duty were
respozzsib“m for the successful return of a valuable Special Forces Intelligence
team and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service,
reflecting great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army.

By Order of the Seeretary of the Army:

W. . WESTMORELAND,
General, United States Army,
Official: Chief of Staff.
VERNE L. BOWERS,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutent General,

Distribution:
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements.
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