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]__SILVER ST AR. By direction of the President) under the provisions o:f the 
Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star :for gallantry in action 
js awarded to: 

Brigo..dier General Ng·uyen VinA NgM, , Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action in connection 
witJ.1 military operations against an opposing hostile force on 31 July 1969 whHe 
serving as Commanding General, 21st Infantry Division (RVN). General 
Nghi, after being informed that his 31st Regjment had made battle contact 
with two battolions of the 3d North Vietnamese Regiment at Rach Gia, im­
mediately proceeded there to personally direct the, opera.tion. ~.\.rriving in the 
area. by Command and Control hl'>licpoter, he immediately directed the heli­
copter pilot to fly at tree top level so that he could pinpoint enemy targets and 
troop positions. At approximateJy 1700 hours, the 31st Regiment succeeded in 
blocking the North Vietnamese :force on three sides. However, the enemy force, 
realizing this, bega.n moving to th& open section o-f the perimeter. Recognizing 
the importance o:f keeping the enemy under complete observation, he directed 
the pilot to make several low-level flights over the enemy positions to draw 
hostile fire 11.nd contain the enemy 1md gave personal direction to additional 
friendly forces which were being la.nded by boat. This action closed the gap 
and encirded the enemy. General Nghi, still making low-level flights during 
the early hours of darkness, continued to pinpoint e.nemy :positions and directed 
that the ground troops conduct a limited night attack to insure the enemy 
would not escape. His valiant example of persona.I courage and gallantry in 
the face o:f intense eneJny automatic and small arms fire so inspired the friendly 
forces that they pressed the attack so vigorously that the battle result.~d in 
77 North Vietnamese soldiers killed and three captured. General Nglu"s con• 
spicuous gn.llantry and extra.ordinary heroic a.ct.ions are in keeping with the 
highest tra.ditions o-f the military service and rPfleet l{re&t credit on him and 
the Army of the Republic of Vietnam. 

II __ SILVER STAR l. By direction of the President, under the provisions of 
the .A.ct of Congrosa a.pproved 9 July 1918, a Silver Sta.r for galla,ntry in action 
is a warded to : 

Captain lVillia,m L. Spur, , Medical Service Corps, (then 
infantry), United Stat.es Army, who while serving as Commanding Officer, 
Company B, 4th Battalion, 31st Infa.ntry, 196th In:fantry Brigade, .Amerfoal 
Division, distinguished himself by galla.ntry in a.ct.ion on 8 J anun.ry 1968, in 
the Republic of Vietnam. Compa.ny 1~ was conducting a combat operation 
northwest of Fire Support Base West in the Que Son ValJey when it engaged 
a North Vietnamese Anny force of almost battalion size. The company was 
immediately pinned down by heo.vy small arms fire from three sides. Dis-
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rega.r<ling the heavy small arms fire, Captain Speer moved about, evaluating 
the positions of his platoons, informing them of the locations of the other 
platoons, a.nd encouraging his new men. During the course of the battle he 
was informed that personnel in an enemy bunker were placing heavy fire on 
the 1st Platoon. Using several hand grenades, he eliminated tho enemy strong 
point. The better to control the various elements of his unit, he moved to the 
center of a rice paddy to his east. From that position, he controlled a retro~ 
grade movement of his unit n.nd evacuation of the wounded to a secure village. 
He pointed out targets and directed artillery fire to within 50 yards of his 
position. He then rejoined his unit in the villnge where he reorgimized and 
redistributed ammunition. "\Vhile evacuating casualties, his unit came under 
indirect enemy fire. Leaming that the GO-millimeter-mortar base plate had 
been lost, he improvised a base plate and then directed mortar fire int-0 the 

1emy locations. The mortar fire effectively stopped the enemy advance. Cap­
tain Speer's decisive leadership and gn.lhmt conduct inspired his men and con­
tributed to the successful defeat of determined enemy ttttacks. His conduct 
,vns in keeping with the cherished traditions of the military service and 
reflected utmost credit on him and the United States Army. 

2. By direction of the President, under the provisions o:f the Act of Congress 
approved 9 .July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Bernard lV. Newman, , United States 
Army, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action in the llepublic of 
Vietnam on 5 May 1968 while serving with Company A, 5th Special Forces 
Group, 1st Special Forces in an advisory capacity to a company of Civilian 
Irregular Defense Group soldiers during a reconnaissance operation. The com­
pany made contact with enemy troops and moved immediately in pursuit but 
was ambushed b_v a reinforced company o:f enemy troops and sustained heavy 
casualties in the initial bn.rruge of fire. Although undet· extremely hettvy auto• 
matic weapons and morbtr fire, Sergeant N ewm.an led an assault to push back 
the enemy :force and. was able to knock out the enemy's most damaging machine~ 
gun position. After being pinned down by enemy fire 1 Sergeant Newman calmly 
directed artillery fire on the enemy positions until American gunships arrived 
to assist in the fighting. After arrh-a.l of the gunships, Sergeant Newma,n began 
the withdrawal of the friendly troops. During the withdrawal he was wounded 
in the leg by enemy rifle fire while o.cting as the cover force by himself. After 
moving to a more secure position, Sergeant iVewman continued to provide cover­
ing fire for the withdrawing friend1y forces. He refused medical attention and 
continued to assist, directing the gunships in their fight against the enemy, 
continuously exposing himself to enemy .fire. Sergeant Newman's valorous 
actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflected the highest credit on him and the United States Army. 

111-_LEGION OF MERIT. By direction o:f the President, under the provisions 
of the Act of Congress approved 20 July 1942 and Executive Order 10600, 
15 March 195:3, the Legion of Merit (Degree of Commn.nder) for exceptionally 
medtorious conduct in the performs.nee o:f outstanding service is awarded to: 

Lieutenant General F'e1'1iando Gorizalez-OatniM y Agwirre, Spanish 
Army. May 1968 to ,July 1971. 
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IV __ LEGION OF MERIT. By direction of the President, under the provisions 
of the Act of Congress approved 20 .July 1942 and E:.!ecutive Order 10600, 
15 March 19:53, The Legion of Merit ( Degree of Legionnaire) for exceptions.Uy 
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding service is awarded to: 

Colonel Viator J. Sua:1'ez RmMro, , 0olombia.n Army. Ma.y 19i0 
to February 1971. 

y __ SOLDIER'S MEDAL. By directions of the President, under the provisions 
of the Act of Cong.res, approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier's Medal for heroism 
not involving actual conflict with an enemy is awarded to: 

Second Lieutenant Pradist DiU1111.gjaru,s, , Royal Thai Army, 
who distinguished himself by heroism not involving actual conflict with an 
&rmed enemy on 2 August 1969, while serving as 1st Platoon Leader, 1st Com­
pany, 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry Brigade, Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force, 
Vietnam. At a.pproi::imateJy 092.0 hours in Nhon Trac,h District, Bien Hoa 
Province, Republic of Vietnam, Lientenant Prad~t assisted in the rescue of :i. 

American officer and a Thai Aviation pilot f:rom a burning helicopter and 
helped carry them to safety. Lieutenant Pradut was on patrol after having been 
inserted into the area during a oomba.t-air-a.ssa.ult operation. The OH-13 heli­
copter from the Thai Light Aviation C-Olnpany wa,a attempting to la.nd near 
the Jocatfon <)f Lieutenant Pra.di.st's platoon. The helicopter, upon la.nding, 
began to slide in the soft muddy soil and the tail rotor became entangled in the 
brush . .As the helicopter attempted to take off it flipped over, shattering the 
canopy, and the plane burst into :flames. Realizing the seriousness of the acci­
dent and that the American officer .and Thai pilot were caught in the burning 
&ircraft, Lieutenant Pra.dMt, and a United States Army Liaison Noncommis­
sioned Officer rushed to the ship to :free the persons trapped inside. Lieutenant 
Pro.dist pulled the pilot free and then attempted to free the American officer 
but was not immediately successful as he was pinned in by the passenger door. 
While the Non commissioned Offioor lifted the burning helicopter and rocked 
the ship, Lieutenant Pradid freed the officer and pulled him safely away from 
the ship. At this moment several hand gren&des in the ship began to explode 
and the fuel tanks caught fire, thus completely demolishing the helicopter .. An 
American officer in a command-and-control ship circling overhead landed and 
eva,cuated the two wounded officers. Lieutenant Prad·iJJt acted with complete 
disregard for his own safety. His r&pid estimate and respom;e undoubtedly re­
sulted in saving th~ lives of both. Lieutenant Pradist's heroic iictions were in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit on him, his unit n,nd the Royal Thai Anny. 

VI__SOLDIER'S MEDAL. 1. By direction of the President, under the pro­
visions of the Act of Congress a.ppro-ved 2 July 19'26, a Soldier's Mednl for 
heroism not involving actual conflict with an enemy is awarded to: 

Private First Class 1'hom,a,s J. Byers, , 54th Military Police 
Company, Fort Ord, California, who distinguished himself by heroism involv­
ing voluntary risk of life at Fort Ord, California on 9 ,Tuly 1971. On that date 
Private Bye1•s performed a heroic act that prevented injury and possible death 
to a trainee, who had climbed a 50-foot water tower and threatened to commit 
suiddc by jumping from the tower. Placing the safety of the soldier and per­
formance of duty nbove th!:\ regard for his personal safety, Prirnte Byers 
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moving river. He ran upstream until he reached the best Yo.ntage point to 
swim to the boy. He dove into the water and swam to where the boy was last 
seen. He dove and surfaced sen~ral times before he finally came up wHJ1 the 
boy and towed him to the shore. By his courageous nction, humanitarian regard 
for his fellow man, and dedication of service to his country, Second Lieutenant 
l\leukon has reflected great credit on himself and the 1;nited States Army. 

5. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 2 ,July 192tl, a Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual conflict 
with an enemy is awarded to: 

Specia1ist Four Richai·d M. Newton, ,, United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by heroism involving W)luntary risk of life at Siegel­
ba.ch, Germany on 29 December 1970. On that dn.te Specialist.iVewto11! disregard­
ing gre,~t personal risk, pulled a German citizen from a burning automobile 
moments after it had been in a. serious acddent. He returned to the burning 
wreckage a se.cond time to ai<l the drfrer, who we.s pinned inside the wreckage. 
The sccond attempt, unfortunately, was to no avail. By his courageous action. 
humnnita.rian regard for his fellow man, a.nd dedication of service to his conn• 
try, Specin.list Four l1'ewto11. hns reflected great credit on himself and the United 
States Army. 

6. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier's Medal :for heroism not involving actual con­
flict with nn enemy is awarded to: 

C:i.ptain Arthur N. Paik, , United States Army, v,"110 distin-
guished himself by heroism inrnlving voluntary risk of life at Buumholder, 
Germany, on 31 March 1971. On that date Captain Paik ,rns in his quarters 
~hen he heard a disturbance in the. hallway. He discovered a fomnle German 
employee totally enveloped in flames. "With utter disregard for his own personal 
safety, he restrained the woman, placed her on the floor and extinguished the 
flames wjth an extinguisher. A.fter extinguishing the :flames, he quickly sum­
moned aid. The lady was removed to n. German hospital. Before seeking treat­
me1it for his own injuries, he investign.ted the source of the fire and discovered 
n. can of inflammn.b1e material on a stove in the kitchen. He e:i.tinguishcd the 
fire, preventing extensive damage to the building. By his courageous action, 
lmmanitar.ian regard for his :fellow man, and dedication of service to his comi­
try, Captain. Paik has reflected great credit on himseJf and the United States 
Army. 

7. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Ae.t of Congress, 
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual 
con fl id with an enemy is inrn.rdcd to: 

Second Lieutenant Rober•t J. R-ichm·dson, , United States Anny, 
who distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at 
Grafenwohr, West Germany on 21 March 1971. On that date Lieutenant 
Hichardeon was the administrative officer-in-cha.rge on na.nge 45 at Grafen­
wohr, West Germany, where his battalion was con<lucting tank gunnery training 
exercises. Hen.ring shouts of "fi.ret Lieutenant Richardson saw a tank en·veloped 
in flames near the ammunition point. He quickly gathered the range team per­
sonnel and instructed them to gather fire extingushers nnd assist in put.ting out 
the fire. He then ran to the burning tank, climbed aboard, and began to take 

5 



GO 21 

ammunition being passed out of the turret. At this time, the tank was burning 
fiercely and was partially obscured by thick smoke. When the tank commander 
was forced to leave the turret due to the intense heat and smoke, Lieutenant 
Richardton, aware of the imminent d:mger of explosion, went into the turret 
and began to remove the remaining ammunition. Th(} smoke inside the turret 
was extremely thick, but Lieutenant Richardson remained inside until he was 
overcome by smoke inhalation. :fle was evacuated to Vilseck Hospital for medi­
cal treatment. Lieutenant Richards011,'s counige and selflessness prevented the 
loss of human lives and destruction of government property. By his courageous 
action, humanitarian regard for his fellowman, and dedication of service to his 
country, Second Lieutenant Rwhardson has reflected greiit credit on himself 
and the United States A.rmy. 

8. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
appro,ed 2 ,July 192tl, a Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual 
conflict with nn enemy is awarded to: 

Stu.ff Sergeant Harold W. Shm·row, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life while serv• 
ing iis a Milita.ry Polfoema.n, 21st Military Police Company, '502d :Military 
Police Battalion at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, on 1 ,June, 1971. Ou that date 
Sergeant Shano,w and his patrol partner were notified to answer an o.lnrm at 
the n-follonee Village Branch of the First Citizens Bank. 1}pon arrfring at the 
bank Sergeant Sharrow was informed that thre.e armed men were irn1ide the 
bank. Sergeant SAarro,UJ instructed his patrol partner to position the patrol 
jeep in the driveway of the bn.n.k, hoping to block the escape of the men. Dis­
regarding his personal safety, Sergeant Sharrow enga.ged the robbers in gun• 
fire, result.ing in the capture of one of them and recovery of a portion of the 
stolen money. The individual captured also supplied the nn.mes and descriptions 
of the others involved in the robbery. Sergeant 81wrrow·s devotion. to duty was 
outstanding and is worthy of the highest praise. By his courageous action and 
humanitarian regard for hls fellow man and dedication of service to his coun• 
try, Sta.ff Sergeant Sharrow has reflected great credit on llimself nnd the United 
States Army. 

9. By direction of the President, under the pro\"isions of the Act of Congress 
approved 2 July 19-26, a Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual con­
flict with an enemy is awarded to: 

Specialist li'our (Then Private First Class) John A. Smith, , 
"Cnited Stat.es Army, who distinguished himself by heroism involving volun­
tary risk of life at Hohenfels, Germany on 8 July 1971. On that date a soldier 
was performing maintenance in a tank when three rounds of 105mm ammuni­
tion exploded, setting tho tank on fire and injuring the man seriously. The tank 
was loaded with its basic load of nm.munition. The fire caused other ammuni­
tion to become hot and in danger of exploding. Specialist Smith attempted to 
enter the burning tank but was initially turned away by the intense heat and 
smoke. Determined to rescue the man, ho obtained a protective mask, entered the 
tank and lifted the soldier through the loader\i hatch. Once outside the tank 
himself, he collapsed from smoke inhalation, person11.l injuries, and shock. By 
his couragoous action, humanitarian regard for his feUow man, 1md dedication 
of service to his country, Specialist Four Smith has reflected great credit on 
himself and the United States Army. 
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10. By dire.ction o:f the President, under the provisions of the Act o-£ Ccmgress 
approved 2 July l{f26, e. Soldier's Medal !or heroism not involving actual 
conflict with :in enemy is awarded to: 

Sta.ff Sergeant Robert ,,~l. Stover, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Gatun, 
Canal Zone on 6 No,·ember 1971. On that d1tte, while fishing in the Chagre.s 
Ri-ver, Sergeant Stover noticed two boys being swept away by strong ,n.ves. 
Sergeant Stove,• entered the water in an attempt to save the two boys. After 
bringing one of the boys to shore he reentered the water and brought the other 
boy safely to shore. Due to the strong currents and waves Sergeant Stover 
collapsed from exhaustion. Disregarding his exhaustion he entered the water 
again nnd attcmpt.ed to rescue 11. follow soldier. By his courngeons :~ction, 
humn.nitarian regnrd for his :fellow man, and. dedication of service to his 
country, Sta.ff Serge~nt Stoi1er has refleoted grent credit on himself and tJ1e 
United States Army. 

11. By direction of the President, under tlie provisions of the Act o:f Congress 
approved 2 July 19-26, a Soldier's Meda.1 for heroism not involving actual con­
flict with o.n enemy is awarded to: 

Specialist Four Larry G. Stratton, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life a.t Siegclbach, 
Germnny on 29 December 1970. Specialist Stratto-n, disregarding great persona.I 
risk and danger, pu11ed n Germ:rn citizen :from a burning :mtomobile moments 
a:fter it had been in rn] n.•d in a serious accident. He returned to tlie site o:f the 
buming wreckage a second time io aid the driver, who wa.s pinned inside the 
wre.ckage. The. second attempt, unfortunately, was to no a.vail. By his courageous 
a.ction, humanitnritm regard for his fellow man, and dedication oi service to 
his country, Specialist Four Stratton has reflected great credit on himself and 
the United Sta.tes Army. 

12. By direction of the President, under the provisions oi the Act of Congress 
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier's Modal :for heroism not involving iictnal con­
flict with f\.Il enemy is awarded to: 

Sergeant, First Class Dal.e R. Tho·mas, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by heroism involving valunt&ry risk of life at 
G-ra:fonwoehr, Germu.:ny on 21 March 1971. On that date a tank located ne.nr 
an ammunition point burst into :flames. Facilities were not adequate to bring 
the .fire under control. Sergeant Thoma~ quickly obtained another tank and 
towed tJie blazing vehicle away from the ammunition point. Completely dis­
regardu1g his personal safety, Sergeant Tlw,n,cu climbed onto ihe \)Uming tank 
and began to take ammunition being passed from inside the turret. Wben the 
tank commander was forced from the turret due to the intense heat, Sergeant 
Thorrws quickly climbed into the turret. He reml\ined inside the burning tank 
until all the ammunition had been :removed. He then assjsted in towing the tank 
into au open field. Sergeant T~' courageous action prevented the loss o:f 
lives and :fmther destruction of government property. By his courageous action, 
humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of service to his country, 
Sergennt Itirst Class Th,()ffi,(J,,8 has reflected great credit on himself o.nd the 
United Stat-OS .A.rmy. 
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13. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual oonfiict 
with an enemy is a warded to : 

Specialist Four Hugh L. Thom&, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma on 15 March 1971. On that date a fire broke out in an administrative 
storage area where men were working and was spreading to,Yard a tracked 
recovery vehicle parked nearby. Specialist Tlu:muM realized immediately that 
the vehicle would explode if it remained where it was, destroying everything 
near it. He climbed into the vehicle and drove it to it safe area. By his coungeous 
action, humanitarian regard for his fellow man, :1nd dedication of service to 
his country, Specialist Four ThomG)J has reflected great credit on himsel:f and 
the United States Army. 

14. By direction o! the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved :2 July 19:26, a Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual 
conflict with an enemy is awarded to: 

Specialist Five Robert T. Toomer, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Grafen­
wohr, West Germany on 21 March 1971. On that date his company was conduct­
ing tank gunnery training exercises. Specialist Toorner's tank was positioned 
near an ammunition point in preparation for firing on the ra,nge, when his tank 
burst int:o flames. Specie.list Toomer quickly ran to the rear deck of the blazing 
tw and u.ttempted to smother the flames with a fire extinguisher, The fire was 
beyond control. .Another vehicle was ordered to tow the burning tank away 
from the ammunition point. Specialist Toorner plunged into the thick smoke 
and assisted in connecting the tow cables. After the tank had been towed to 
a safe location, Specialist Tomner climbed on board and begun to tuke am­
munition from an individtml in.side the tank. Wb.en the tank commander was 
forced out of the turret by the intense heat and smoke, Specialist Toomer 
quickly climbed into the turret. Completely disregarding his own safety, Spe­
ciu.list Toomer remained inside the blRzing tank until all the ammunition had 
been removed and he was ordered to leave by his Company Commander. 
Specialist Toomer·s courageous action prevented tho loss of httman life and 
further destruction of government property. By his courugeous action, 
humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of sen•ice to his 
country, Specialist Five Toomer has reflected great credit on himself nnd the 
United States Army. 

15. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress, 
2 July 1926, a Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual conflict with 
an enemy is a.warded to: 

Specialist Four Dean E. Wayt, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life at Feucht, 
Germany on 29 March 1971. On that date Specialist Wayt observed two 16,000-
gallon fuel-transporting railcars londcd with diesel fuel, crash through a meta.I 
chain-link gate at the entrance to the Petroleum Supply Point. They continued 
to roll at a speed 0£ approximately 10 miles per hour out of the Supply Point 
and down the tracks. Specialist Wayt ran after the first of the two rnilcars, 
jumped aboard, and stopped the railcar by manually operating the braking 
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device. Specialist W ayt's courageous actions averted a possible disaster. By 
his courageous action, humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication 
of service to his country, Specialist Four Wayt has retle,et;oo great credit on 
himself and the United States Army. 

16. By direction of the President, unde1· the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier's Medal :for heroism not invo]dng actual 
conflict with an enemy is awarded to: 

Private First Class James Williams, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by heroism involving voluntary risk of life of Fort 
Belvoir, Virginia on 14 September 1970. On tha.t date Private lVilliam~ ob­
served a dump truck overturn and erupt in flames on Interstate Highway 495. 
Upon hearing screams from the driver trapped in the cab of the truck and 
without regard for his own personal safety, he proceeded to assist in the rescue 
of the driver from cert,ain death. Despite the ever-present danger of explo­
sion, Private Willia1ns assisted in the removal of the driver and assured his 
safety and comfort while awaiting professional help. By his courageous action, 
humanitarian regard for his fellow man, and dedication of service to his 
country, Private First Class Williams has reflected great credit on himself 
and the United States Army 

17. Hy direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 2 July 1926, a Soldier's Medal for heroism not involving actual 
conflict with an enemy is awarded to: 

Specialist Four Jimmy .ei. William . .!, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by an act of heroism mvolving Yoluntary risk of 
life at West Point. New York on 13 October 1971. On that date three pa.inters, 
who had been painting the inside of a water tank at Michie Sta.dium, West 
Point, had boon overcome by the noxious fumes and were lying at the bottom 
of the tank. Bees.use of the small size of the manhole on the top of the tank, 
members of the West Point Fire Department Rescue Squad were unable to 
enter the tank, and small, thin volunteers were needed. Specialist lVilliamB 
quickly responded. He was lowered into the ta.nk, which was still filled with 
noxious fumes, a.nd he tied a rope around each of the painters who were then 
successively lifted to safety and resuscitated. Specialist Wi.lliarns' quick actions 
and disrega.rd for his personal safety saved the three men from den.th or serious 
injury. By his courageous action, humanitarian regard for his fellow man, 
and dedication of serYice to his country, Specialist Four WilUa1ns has reflected 
great credit on himself and the United States Army. 

VII--AIR MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions of 
Executive Order 9158, 11 May 1942, as amended by Executive Order 9242-A, 
11 September 1942, an Air Medal with "V" device (Numeral 17) for heroism 
is awarded by the Department of the Army posthumously to: 

Captain George L. Aikin, (then F'irst Lieutenant), ., United 
Staws Army, who distinguished himself by heroism while participating in 
aerial flight evidenced by voluntary action above and beyond the call o:f duty 
on 3 October 1969. On that date Captain Aikin responded to a call received 
from the 5th Special Forces at Dak Pek, V'fotnam, requesting aid in locating 
and assisting a Special Forces team which had made heavy contact with a 
superior-size enemy force. He :responded immediately to the request and flew 
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to the contact area, approximately seven kilometers northeast of Dak Pek. 
Disregarding enemy ground"to-a.ir fire, Captain Aikin proceeded to make sev­
eral low passes, locating the friendly and enemy positions. With other series 
of low passes he was iible to determine the most secure rout() back to Dak Pek 
for the Special Forces teiim and began directing them out of the enemy-held 
area. Faced with low ceilings and limited visibility, Co.pt.ft.in Aikin began 
leading the team, continously executing low passes over and ahead of them in 
order to d<.>ny the enemy an opportunity to set up an ambush site. Upon return­
ing to Dak Pek, it was learned that the team had been led through two North 
Vietnamese companies without a single casualty solely through the eff orra of 
Captain i!iHn. Captain Aikin's unyielding courage in the face of overwhelm­
ing odds, disregard for his own safety, and extreme devotion to duty were 
responsible for tho suecessiul return of a valuable Speci&l Forces Intelligence 
t£>,am and are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service, 
reflecting great credit 011 him, his unit, and the United States Army. 

Hy Order of the Secretary o:f the Army: 

Official: 
VERNE L. BOWERS, 
Major General,, Unitsd States Army, 
The Adfutant GtMral. 

Distribution: 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
GtJn.eral, U~ State, Army, 
Ohief of Staff. 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 
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