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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* 
By direction of the President, under the ,Joint Resolution of Congress np• 

proved 12 July 1862 (amended by net of 3 :\farch 1S63, act of 9 July HHS and 
act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intro­
pidity at risk of life above .and beyond the call of duty is ,t.wnrded posthumously 
by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Specialist Four.Toseph. 0. LaPointt,h.: , United States Anny, 
Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 2d Squadron, 17th CavoJry, 101st Air­
borne Division, who distingnishc:>d himself on 2 ,Tune 1969, ·while serving as a. 
medical nidman during n combnt helicopter assault mission in Quang Tin 
Pro,·ince, Republic of Vietnam. Specialist LaPointe~s patrol wns adYnncing 
from the landing zone through an adjoining Yalley when it suddenly en­
countered heaYy automatic wen pons fire from a large e.nemy force entrenched in 
well-fortified bunkce positions, In tho initial hnil of fire, two soldiers in the 
formation vanguard were seriously wounded. Heuring a call for aid from one 
of the wounded, Specialist LaPointe rnn forward through hcnvy fire to assist, 
his :fallen comrades. To reach the wounded men, he wns forced to cro."l directly 
in Yiew of an enemy bunker. ~\.s members of his unit attempted to proYide 
covering fire, he administered first. aid to one man, shielding tho other tt"ith his 
body. He tras hit by a burst of fire :from the bunker while attending the wounded 
soldier. In spite of his own painful wounds, Specialist LaPointc continued his 
lifesaving duties until he was again -wounded and knocked to the ground. Mak­
ing strenuous efforts, he moved back again into a shielding position to continue 
administering first aid. An exploding enemy grenade. mortally ~ounded all 
three men. Specialist LaPoi'l'lte's courageous actions at the cost of his own life 
were an inspirBtion to his comrades. His conspicuous gallantry, intrepidity and 
selflessness a1-e in the highest traditions of the militar:r serYice and reflect gl'eat 
credit on him, his unit. and the United Stat.es Army. 




