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W.A.SBINGTON: DC, U Janum-y 1979 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* 
By ditection of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress 

approved 12 July 1862 ( amended by act of 8 March 18631 act of 9 July 1918 and 
a.ct of 25 July 1963), the ~1edal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity at the risk of life above n.nd beyond the call of duty is a.warded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the na.me of Congress to : 

Sergeant Brian L. Buke1\ , 1:nited States Army, Detachment 
B-55, 5th Special Forces Group. 1st Spechil For,~es) who distinguished himself 
on :; April 19i0 while serYing as n platoon advisor of a Yietnnmese mobile 
Strike Force Company during an offensive mission in Chau Doc P!'oYince1 

Republic of Vietnam, Sergeant Buker personally led the platoon; cleared a 
strategically located, well-guarded pass; 11.nd established the first foothold 11t 
the top of what had been an impenetrable mountain fortress. '\V11e11 the platoon 
came under intense fire from ll determined enemy located in two hea,ily fortified 
bunkers, and realizing that withdra'>ra1 would result in hea.Yy casmtlties, Ser­
geant B,u.ker unhesitatingly, and with complete disregard for his personal safety, 
charged through the hail of enemy fl.re and destroyed the first hunker with hand 
grenades. While reorganizing his men for the attack on the second bunker, 
Sergeant Buker· was seriously wounded. Despite his wounds and the deadly 
enemy fire, he crawled :.forward and destroyed the second hunker. Sergeant 
Buker refused medical attention and was reorgP.nizing his men to continue the 
attack when he was mortally woU11ded. As n, direct result of his heroic actions, 
many casualties were a ,erted, and the assn ult of the enemy position was succeBB­
ful. Sergeant B1dcer1s conspicuous gallnntry and extraordinary heroism at the 
cost of his life are in the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 
great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army 

Official: 
VERNE L. BOWERS, 
Major General, U11ited States A·rmy, 
The AiV,1,.tami; Gene1•al. 

Distribution : 

W. C. WESTMORELAND. 
06ntral, U-nit6d State, A~ 
Ohwf of Staff. 

To be distributed in nccordnncc with DA Fom1 12-4 requirements. 


