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A WARD OF 'rHE MEDAL OF HONOR 

By direction of the President: under the Joint Resolution of Congress 
apprm·ed 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 8 March 1863, uct of 9 July 1918 
and act of .% ,Tu1y 1963), the ~:fodal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the dsk of life aboYc and beyond the call of duty is a'lrarded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Sergeant Donald S. Skidgel, . United States Army, who dis-
tinguished himself on 14 September 1969 while sening as a reconnaissance sec­
tion leader in Troop D, 1st Squadron 1 9th CaYnlry, 1st Carnlry Division. On a 
road nenr Song Be in Binh Long Province, Sergeant Skidg~l and his section 
with other e.lemcnts of his troop werc, acting as a com·oy seeurity nnd screening 
:force when contact occurred with rm estimated enemy battalion concealed in tall 
grass nnd in hunkers bordering thl' rnnd. Sergeant Skidgel mo.nem·ered off the 
road aud began pluciug eil'ccti1e machincgun fir(! on the enemy automatic 
weavons and ro(lket.-propdled grenade positions. ~\.:ftcr silcndng at least, one 
positioni he rnn ,vith his mad,incgun ncross CO meters of bullet-swept gl'ound to 
another location from ,\'hich he continued to rake the enemy positions. Running 
low on 1mmrnnition, he returned to his n:hicle oYer the same terrain. Moments 
later he was ale1·tc<l that the command element was re~~ei,ing intense automatfo 
wen pons, 1·oe.k<':t-propelled grenude and rnortar fire. Although he ]mew the road 
was saturated with enemy fire, Sergeant Skidyel calmly mounted his vehicle and 
with his drirer advanced tcnnm.l the comnw1Hl gronp in an effort to draw the 
enemy fi!.'c onto himself. Despite the bostik, fire concentrated on him, he suc­
ceeded in 2-ilencing several enemy positions with his machinegun. :\foment~ 
later Sergeant Skidt1el was knocked down onto the rear fender by the explosion 
of an enemy rocket-propelled grcnudc. Ignoring his extremely painful wounds, 
he staggered back to his fret nnd plnced effective fire on several other enemy 
positions until he was mortally wounded by hostile small arms fire. His selfless 
actions enabled the command group to withdraw to better positions without 
casualties and inspired the rest of his fellow soldiers to gain fire superiority a.nd 
defea.t the enemy. Sergeant Sl;idgel's conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
at the cost of his life were in keeping with the highest traditions 0£ the military 
service and reflect great credit on him, his unit and the United States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Oftlcial: 
VERNE L. BOWERS, 
Majo1' GM&Ual, United StaUs Army, 
The Adjutoot General. 

Distribution : 

W. C. WESTMORELAND 
(J.fmt,ral, United State, Arr, 
Ohi6f of Staff. 
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