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A WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

B:v direction of the President, under the Sohn Resolut.ion of Cougr88s 
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by net of 3 ~I arch l 863, act of 9 July 1918 and 
act, of 25 July 1963), the ?-.Ie<lul of Honor for conspicuous gnllnntry and in• 
trepidity at, the risk of life abon and be.'·ond the call of duty is uwurded 
posthumously by the Department. of the Army in the name of Congress to. 

First LieutN11mt Russell A. Ste/ndam, , United Stutes Army, 
Troop B, 3d Squadron, 4th Canllry, 25th Infantry DiYision, ,,ho, while sen·­
ing us u plo.toon leader in Toy ~inh ProYiuce, Republic of Yiet.num, led mem­
bers of his platoon on a night ambush operation on 1 February 1970. On the 
way to the ambush site, suspected enemy mo,·ement \\'as det.ected on one flnnk 
and the platoon's temporary position wns subjected to intense small nrms and 
o.utomatic weupons fire as well as a fusillude of hand and rocket-propelled 
grenad{ls. Aft.er the initial bnrrnge, Lieutennnt Stein.dam. ordered fire placed 
on the enemy position and the wounded men to be mo,od to 11 shal1ow bomc 
crater . .As he directed tho return fire aguinst the cuemy from his exposed posi­
tion, a fragmentation grenade "·as thrown into the site occupied by his command 
group. Instantly realizing the extreme gravity of the situation, Lieutenant 
Steindam shouted a wurning to alert. his fellow soldier:. in the in.~nedia te vicinity. 
Then, unhesitatingly nnd ,,..ith complete disregard for his own safety, Lieu­
tenant Stei-ndam deliberotely threw himself on t.he grenade, absorbing the full 
and fatal force of the explosion as it detonated. By his gallant action and self­
sacrifice, he wns nble to iHtYe the lives of the nearby members of his command 
group. The extraordinary courage and selflessness displayed by Lieutenant 
Steindam were an inspiration to his comrades nnd are in the highest traditions 
of the United Stat.es Army 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
VERNE L. BOWERS, 
Majot• Ge:neral, Un'ittd States At·m11, 
The Adji,,tant General. 

Distribution; 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements 

W. C. WESTMORELA;\ 
Gt:ntral, United States Arm 
Chief of Staff. 


