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duty displayed by personnel of tho Defense Communications Agency Southeast 
Asia ::\Ia.inland Region are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
services a.nd reflect g1-eat credit on them and the Armed Forces of tJ1e 
United States. 

11. __ MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMEN!)ATION.1. By direction of the Sec­
retary of the A.rmy, under the proYisions of paragraph 203, AR 672-5-1, the 
M~ritorious Unit Commendation is awarded to the following unit of the 
United States Army for e:1:ceptionnlly meritorious achievement in the perform• 
ance of outstanding service during the period indicated: 

THE C"NITED STATES ARl-IY MEDICAL CE~TER, RYUKYU 
ISLANDS 

The citation rends as follows: 

The Cuitcd States Army Medicttl Center, Ryukyu Isl!lnds, distinguished 
itself by exceptionally meritorious senicc in support of military operntions in 
Southeast ~\.sin during the period 1 N"o,ember 1968 to 30 April 1971. During 
this period the l 7nited States Army }fedicoJ Center fulfilled its mission as an 
integral link in the medical-care chain und as the primary medical supply and 
m11intena.nce support actiYity for the l}nited States and Allied Forces in 
Southeast .lsia. Through a selfless de,·otion to duty, the professional and 
administratfre elements of the 'Gnited Stu.tes Army Medical Center welded 
their professional efforts together in a cohesi,~e, directed effort to accomplish 
the mission of providing the best medical care to patients injnred or infected 
eight to ten thousand miles from the continental United States. E:stending 
3Q.8 pen:ent of its military in-patient care effort in support of Republic of 
Vietnam patients, the ruited States Army )fedical Center distinguished itself 
by the comprehensh-e~ timely, and compassionate care which it provided. 
Indeed~ the sensith-e medical care and the responsiYe supply procedures offered 
by the 'United States .Army )fedici,l Center are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military ser;-ice and reflect. great credit on the United States 
Army, Ryukyu Islands; the United Sttttes Army, Pncific; and the Deportment 
of the Army. 
2. By direction of the Secretary of the Army, under the proYisions of para.graph 
203, AR 672:-5--1, the ~Ieritorions vnit Commendation is awarded to the fol­
lowing unit, of the 'C'nited States Army £or exceptionally meritorious 11ohieve­
ment in the performance of outstanding service during the period indicated : 

THE 83D RADIO RESEARCH SPECIAL OPERATXONS t"NIT 
UNITED STATES AR~iY 

The citation reads as follows: 
The 83d Radio Research Special Operations 'Gnit distinguished itself by 

exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstnnding services 
in support of United States objectives in southeast Asia during the period June 
1969 to October 1910. Throughout this period, the members of the unit con­
sistently demonstrated outstanding professional ability aud dedicutiou in pro­
viding supported commands with timely and accurate information on which to 
base their intelligence estimates. In nnmerons instances, the operational achieYe­
ments of tho Radio Resea.rch Special Operations rnit were the object of 
laudatory comments from such supported commands us ):£ilita.ry Assistance 
Command, Vietnam and the Seventh Air Force/Thirteenth Air Force. Operat-
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ing as a well-trained team, the unit constantly revised and adapted its mission 
to meet the changing requirements of the supported commands. From their 
operational site in Bangkok, the men of the 83d Rudio Research Special Opera­
tions Unit worked long nnd arduous hours beyond those normally expected in 
order to insure a 24-hour-n-dn.y flo\', of iniormntion to vitally interest~d com­
manders who were often conducting combat operatfons age.inst hostile forces 
in southeast Asia. Through its initititiYe, res011rcefulness, ability to adapt the 
mission to support rapidly changing requirements of the tactical commanders, 
1md readiness to take nny action necessary to increase its support capabilities 
the 83d Radio Research Specio.l Operations r nit contributed significantly t-0 
the success of counterinsurgency efforts in southenst Asia. The outstanding pro­
fessional skill, devotion to duty and esprit de corps displayed by the members of 
the unit are in the finest traditions of the military senice and reflect the utmost 
credit on them, their unit and the United States Army. 
3. By direct.ion of the Secretary of the Army, under the provisions of pars.graph 
203, AR 672-5-1, the Meritorious Unit Commendation is awarded to the follow­
ing unit of the United States Army for exceptionally meritorious achievement 
in the performs.nee of outstanding sen·ice during the period indicated: 

587TH MEDICAL DETACHMENT 
UNITED STATES ARMY 

The citation reads as follows: 
The 587th Medical Detachment, rnited States Army Medical Command, 

Japan, distinguished itself by exceptionally meritorious serdcc in support of 
patient cure for patients neromcdically evacuated from the Republic of 
Vietnam to United States Forces hospit,lls in Japan from the period 1 June 
1968 to 31 December 1970. The detachment had the unique mission of proYiding 
helicopter ambulance service to six hospitals because of the impractical use of 
ground transportation due to narrow roads; congested trnffic conditions; and 
long, arduous rides. With at first six, and later nine, 1:IH-lD helicopters 
authorized for the. detachment, the unit met the demanding requirements in 
an outstanding manner. The limited number of aircraft which required exten­
sive maintenance did not preclude the unit from esta.blishing the incredibly 
high record of 7,40G patient moYements "·hile flying 544 hours in one month. 
During peak periods, it was not uncommon for unit pilots and crewmen to fiy 
and work 45 days without relief. Unit maintenance crews worked throughout 
the night ·and on weekends to insure that their helicopters were mission-ready. 
Especially noteworthy ,ms the unit's resourcefnlness, enthusiasm, and tech• 
nical skill, which resulted in an average of 80-percent aircraft aYailability, 
which is 5 percent higher than the level set by Department of the Army, 
although the unit's aircraft were fl.own much above the Department of the 
Army Flying Hour Program. The detachment flew a grand total of 11,017 
hours, while moving 128,420 patients and 38,042 pounds of urge11tly needed 
whole blood and medical supplies without n major occident. The detachment 
also had the additional mission of providing Search and Rescue for the C,entral 
Ronshu-Kanto Plains area and prevented loss of lifo on several occnsions. The 
professionnl n.bili:ty and devotion to duty of its members1 couplod with the 
exceptiona.I accomplishments of the 58ith Medical Detachment, reflect the 
utmo~t credit on the unit, the United States Army Medical Depa.rtment, and 
the United States Army. 
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llf. __ PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY). Section IV, Dep&rt­
ment of the Army General Orders Number 42, 1971, further amending 
Depn.rtment of the Army General Orde'rs Nt,mber 23, 1969, pertaining to award 
of the Presidential Unit Citation (Army) to the 1st Infantry Division, Army 
of the Republic of Vietnam and attached units to add; "Advisory Ten.m. 1, 
United States )filitary Assistance Command Vietnam", is amended to read : 
"Advisory Team 1 (Advisors to Army of the Republic of Vietnam Ranger 
units cited), United States lfilitary Assistance Command Vietnam". 
IV. __ PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY). So much of para.graph 
4, section I, Department of the Army General Orders Number 45, 1969, perta.in­
ing to a.ward of the Presidential Unit Citation to the 5th Special Forces, United 
States Army and its assigned and attached units is amended to delete: "21st 
Medical Holding Detachment (22 A.pr 67-31 Jan 68)" o.nd to add: "21st ~Iili­
tary History Detachment (22Apr67-31 Jan 68)", 
y __ JIERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION. So much of Department of 
the Army General Orders :Number 41, 1971, as reads: "the :\feritorious Unit 
Commendation is awarded to the following units of tho United States Army for 
exceptionally meritorious achie,en'lent in the performance of outstanding service 
during the period indicated'\ is amended to read "the )feritorious Unit Com­
mendation is awarded to the following units of the Armed Forces of the United 
States for exceptionally meritorious achievement in the performance of out­
standing service during the period indicated." 

By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
VERNE L. BOWERS, 
Major 0dMral, United Stat& Army, 
TM Adj,t,tant G8Miv.d. 

Distribution: 

W. 0. WE.STMORELA.ND, 
0dne1'0l, Unit.ea St<stu Anny, 
Ohitf of Staff. 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 


