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1-..DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. 1. The President of the United 
States of ~'\merica, authorized by Act of Congress, July 25, Hl6;}, has awarded 
the Distinguished Service Cross to : 

Master Sergeant Thomas J. Kemmer, , United States A.nny, 
who distinguished himself by extraordinary gallantry in action on 21 November 
1970 as a member of an all-volunteer joint United States Army and A..ir Force 
raiding foree organized by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to conduct a helibonie 
assault in a heroic effort to rescue United States military personnel held as 
prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. After debarking from 
the assault helicopter which crash-landed inside the prison compound, Sergeant 
Kemmer aggressively maneuvered to secure and clear his preplanned position. 
Immediately upon reaching his position, he faced a sudden attack of North 
Vietnamese soldiers moving from the north area of the compound in an ap­
parent attempt to reinforce the east gate area. With complete disregard for his 
life, Sergeant Kemnier remained at his exposed and unconcealed position and 
fearlessly engaged the a.tta-cking enemy with his rifle. Sergeant Kemnier then 
unhesitatingly continued his preplanned task of searching and clearing a key 
cell block. Sergeant Kemmer's bold and courageous actions were an inspiration 
to his comrades and contributed immeasurably to the successful execution of the 
raid. His extraordinary gallantry in action is in keeping with the highest tradi­
tions of the military service and reflects great credit on him and the l;nited 
States Army. 

2. The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Con­
gress, July 25, 1963, has a.warded the Distinguished Service Cross to: 

Captain Richard J. Meadows, ,, Infantry, United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by ex:traordmary heroism in action on 21 November 
1970 as a member of an all-volunteer joint Un..ited States Army and Air Force 
raiding force that was organized by the Joint Chiefs of Staff to conduct a heli­
borne assault in a heroic attempt to rescue United States military personnel held 
as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. Throughout the exe­
cution phase of the raid, Captain Meadows, an assault group leader, repeatedly 
risked his life above and beyond the call of duty to insure the success of the 
raid. Captain JI eadows was a passenger on a helicopter that crash-landed inside 
the prison compound. After debarking from the crashed helicopter, oblivious of 
enemy fire and without regard for his personal safety and the risk to his life, he 
single.handedly cleared the southeast guard tower and two small adjacent build­
ings. His unhesitating and purposeful action eliminated the enemy threat and 
enabled his subordinate elements to continue their mission without the danger 
of small arms fire from those strong points. Immedia.tely thereafter he took up 
a completely exposed position in the center of the compound where, with the a.id 
of a portable loud speaker, he shouted instructions for the prisoners to follow to 
expedite their release. This action pinpointed his position. Captain 1lleado,ws' 

1 



GO 43 

calm leadership under fire and unswerving devotion to duty contributed greatly 
to the successful execution of the raid. Captain Meadows' extraordinary gal­
lantry in action is in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service 
and reflects great credit on him and the United States Army. 

3. The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Con­
gress, July 25, 1963, has awarded the Distinguished Service Cross to: 

Staff Sergeant Thomas E. Poioell, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970. Disregarding 
the high degree of personal risk involved, Sergeant Powell volunteered to pa.r­
ticipate in a heliborne assault on the Son Tay prison in North Vietnam in an 
heroic attempt to rescue United States military personnel being held there as 
prisoners of war. On insertion into the target area, Sergeant Powell completely 
disregarded his personal safety and exposed himself to automatic weapons fire 
in order to provide effective supporting macl1inegun fire for his element. When 
his fire was masked by friendly troops, he again unhesitatingly braved auto­
matic weapons fire to locate a position from which he could bring withering 
fire upon the enemy. Sergeant Powell's professionalism, personal courage, and 
devotion to his fellow team members contributed significantly to the success of 
the mission. Sergeant Powell's premediated personal risk, extraordinary hero­
ism in combat, and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him and the United 
States Army. 

4. The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Con­
gress, July 25, 1963, has awarded the Distinguished Service Cross to: 

Lieutenant Colonel Elliott P. SydnoP, Jr., , Infantry, United 
States Army, who distinguished himself by extraordinary gallantry in action 
on 21 November 1970. Colonel Sydnor volunteered to command an all-volunteer 
raiding force organized to conduct a heliborne assault in an heroic attempt 
to rescue United States personnel being held as prisoners of war at the Son Tay 
prison in North Vietnam. Colonel Sydnor displayed outstanding leadership and 
personal courage as he personally directed the assault on the compound and the 
withdrawal of the entire raiding force. Colonel Sydnor's masterful command 
and control of the operation under the most hazardous combat conditions was 
exemplary. His keen mind and alertness to the constantly changing situation 
enabled him to effectively direct and control the actions of the joint assault force 
air and ground elements and maneuver them as the situation required. In order 
to maintain the critical control required over the complex raid operation, 
Colonel SydnO'T" unhesitatingly and :fearlessly exposed himself time and time 
again to the enemy's small arms and automatic weapons fire. When the with­
drawal began, Colonel Sydnor, with utter disregard for his personal safety, 
constantly stood fully exposed in the helicopter landing zone in order to direct 
the withdrawal and insure that not one man was tmwittingly le:ft behind. The 
success of the mission was directly attributed to his dynamic and :fearless lead­
ership and to the heroic example he set for his officers and men. The degree 
of his valorous action was further accentuated by his prior knowledge of the 
location of the prison compound-eighteen kilometers from the capital city 
o:f North Vietnam. Knowing :full well the enemy forces were armed with auto­
matic weapons and the target area saturated with enemy installations, high per­
:formance aircraft, and antiaircraft defenses; Colonel 8ydnor's premeditated 
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personal risk, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and ex­
treme devotion to duty w~re in keeping with the highest traditions of the mili­
tary service and reflect great credit on him and the United States Army. 

II __ SIL VER ST AR. 1. By direction of the President, under the provisions of 
the Act of Congress approved 9 ,July HHS, a Silver Star £or gallantry in action 
is a warded to : 

Sergeant First Class Donald D. Blackard , United States 
Army, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 
as a member of au all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force 
in the Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United 
States military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North 
Vietnam. ~\. member of Sergeant Blackanl's element came nuder deadly small 
arms fire and was pinned down while trying to place a Claymore mine. With 
total disregard for his personal safety, Sergeant Blackard assaulted the enemy 
position and neutralized the enemy fire, thus saving the life of his comrade. 
,vhen Sergeant Blackal'd's element was ordered to pull back, he calmly and ef­
fectively covered their withdrawal by firing his ~J-16 rifle. Sergeant Blacka1·d's 
eA-traordinary bravery enabled his element to accomplish its assigned mission 
without a single casualty. Sergeant Blackard's daring skill, extraordinary hero­
ism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the military sen-ice and reflect great credit on 
him and the 1.:--nitetl States Army. 

2. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the ~\.ct of Congress 
approved 9 July 1!)18, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant Ter1·y L. Buckler, , United States Army, who dis-
tinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 :November 1970 as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
Sergeant Buckler was the radio operator for the platoon leader of the com­
mand element platoon. The command element came under automatic weapons 
and small arms fire immediately upon debarking from the assault aircraft. 
Twice he placed himself between his platoon leader and an enemy soldier firing 
an automatic weapon and eliminated the threat. He continually displayed con­
spicuous gallantry in the face of hostile fire by placing himself at his platoon 
leader~s side and providing flank security while his leader was organizing an 
alternate plan. His display of exceptional heroism, above and beyond the call 
of duty, saved his platoon leader's life and greatly contributed to the success 
of the mission. Sergeant Buclder's conscious disregard for his personal safety, 
extrao1·dinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion 
to duty are in keeping -..yith the highest traditions of the military service and 
rl•flect gTPat crPclit on him and the United States Army. 

3. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved l) July 1!)18, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class LeRoy N. Cal'lson, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United 
States military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North 
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Vietnam. Sel'geant Carlson, with complete disregard fol' his personal safety, 
exposed himself to automatic weapons fire and placed intensive fire ou a two­
story building in which the enemy had established a strong point. His fearless 
and heroic action completely eliminated this threat to the mission. Sergeant 
Carlson again exposed himself to automatic weapons fire while engaged in 
clearing tl1e camp's headquarters building. He then provided vital cover for 
other members of his element during the withdrawal to the waiting extraction 
helicopters. Sergeant Carlson was a constant inspiration to his fellow soldiers, 
fil!hting valiantly and fearlessly until the mission was completed. Sergeant 
Cw·l'5on's daring skill, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile fol'ce, 
and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military senice and reflect grent credit on him and the Cnited States Army. 

4. By direction of the President. under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved I) July 1918, a Silver Stnr for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Lieutenant Colonel Joseph R. Cataldo, , Medical Corps, United 
St.1tes Army, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 
19i0 as a member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding 
force in the Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue 
United States military personnel held as prisonel's of war at Son Tay prison in 
Xorth Yietnam. This valiant effort was motivi1ted by a deep compassion for his 
imprisoned comrades and a strong sense of military duty and national pride. 
Colonel Cataldo, a membel' of the command group of the raiding force, landed 
in the target area in the second assault helicopter. As he moved to his assigned 
Sl·curity position, he came under fire from the enemy guard quarters. Disregard­
ing this threat, he was able to establish his position and prepare to receive the 
released prisoners of war and wounded personnel. ,vhen the assault plan was 
suddenly changed, he was able to assist the leader of the command group in re­
calling his elements. To do so, he exposed himself once again to enemy small 
arms fire from across the landing zone. ,vhen airborne in the extraction heli­
copter he continued to administer to the wounded and injured while the heli­
copter was maneuvering violently in an effort to evade enemy surface-to-air 
missiles. Colonel Cataldo's gallant and nnsPlfish actions rpflect great C'redit on 
him and the United States Army. 

3. B.,v di1·ection of the President, under the prm·i;.,ions of the Act of Congn•ss 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Antlwn,y Dodge, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1070 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Fol'ce raiding force in the 
,Toint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in :N'orth Vietnam. 
Immediately upon entering the prisoner-of-war compound, he exposed himself 
to enemy small al'ms fire in an effort to protect the assault group during the 
clearing period of the search-and-rescue operation. He continued to move from 
position to position in order to accomplish this cornring effort and fulfill his 
communications duties. Throughout these actions, Sergeant Dodge displayed 
fearless personal conduct. He volunteered to remain in the compound during the 
initial extraction to give covering and peotective fire to the group leader and the 
demolition specialist while they placed the charge which would destroy a dam­
aged helicopter. Sergeant Dodge displayed composure rarely observed on the 
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field of battle, especially under isolated circumstances such as Son Tay, North 
Vietnam. Sergeant Dodge's conscious disregard for his personal safety, extraor­
dinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 
great credit on him and the United States Army. 

6. By direction of the President, under the prm·isions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July HHS, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Freddis D. Doss, , United States Army, 
who disting-uished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-rnlunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in No1th Viet­
nam. Upon debarking from his helicopter, Sergeant Doss came under small 
arms and automatic weapons fire while enroute to his objective. Sergeant Doss, 
with complete disregard for his personal safety, exposed himself to the fire 
in order that he could gain fire superiority and deliver accumte M-60 maehine 
gun fire on an enemy position to allow the other members of his element to 
nHmem·er arnl neutralize the enemy position. ~\.fter reaching his objective, 
Sergeant Do88 fearlessly exposed himself to the enemy fire to accomplish his 
mission. His ext!'aordinary heroism contrilmted greatly to the success of the 
mission. Sergeant Do88's conscious disregard for his personal safety, extraor­
dinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to lluty 
are iu keeping with the highest tmditions of the military sPrvice and ref-lect 
great credit on him and the l,'."nited States Army. 

7. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the .Act of Congrp,;s 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Staff Sergeant Olwl'les G. Erickson, , United States Army, \\°ho 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on :!l November 1970 as a mem­
ber of an all-volunteer joint US Anny and .. A.ir Force raiding force in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Viet­
nam. After exiting from the assault helicopter inside the compound, Sergeant 
E1icl.·son, realizing that any hesitation would enable the enemy forces with 
concentrated fire to annihilate his element, vigorously moved to his designated 
position where he was completely exposed to the enemy \veapons fire being re­
ceived in his area. He valiantly held his position in order to cover the remainder 
o:f his element. Detecting an enemy force to his rear preparing to assault the 
main gate, he immediately countered this threat with intense fire, neutralizing 
the enemy force. Sergrant E1ickson's conscious disregard for his personal 
safety, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme 
devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit on him and the United States Army. 

8. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of CongrPss 
approved!) .Jnly 1018, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Jerry 1V. Hill, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue l;nited States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in Xorth Yiet-
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nam. Sergeant Hill, after debarking from his aircraft, immediately came under 
fire from an enemy force armed with automatic weapons from the objective 
area. 'With complete disregard for his personal safety, using fire and movement, 
Sergeant Hill concentrated fire on the enemy, neutralizing the position. His 
valorous actions under heavy enemy fire and his aggressive attitude in combat 
greatly enhanced the success of his element's mission. Sergeant Hill's daring 
skill, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devo­
tion to dnty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service 
and reflect g1·eat credit on him and the United States Army. 

9. By direction of the President, under the provision of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Mari.on S. Howell, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Viet­
rmm. This valiant effort was promoted by deep compassion for his imprisoned 
fellow men-at-arms and by a strong sense of military duty and national pride. 
Sergeant 11 owell, senior radio operator for the ground force commander, landed 
in the objective with the command group of the raiding force. En route to his 
objective area, he came under automatic weapons fire. With complete disregard 
for his personal safety, he fearlessly continued his mission of establishing his 
command post position. Still under fire, he operated the air-ground net flaw­
lessly, even though the traffic was greatly intensified by major changes in the 
plan. '\Yhen the command post was threatened by enemy soldiers, he returned 
fire without loss of efficiency in his communications dutiPs. His complete dis­
regard for his personal safety and his flawlPss execution of duty under fire 
reflect great credit on him and the United States Army. 

10. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for irallantry in action is awarded to: 

Captain Thoma.s W. Jaeger, , Infantry, United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on ~1 NO\·ember 1970 as a mem­
ht•r of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the .Toint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
Immediately after debarking from the assault helicopter inside the compound, 
Captain Jaeger led his element to the east wall near the gate, firing his weapon 
into the guard billets and eliminating that serious threat. He then maneuvered 
to the gate tower, where the enemy soldiers made a clespernte attempt to regain 
their position only to be rendered ineffective by Captain ,Jaeger's men. He then 
calmly and efficiently performed his mission of clearing the largest building 
of enemy personnel. Constantly exposed to heavy enemy fire, he began moving 
vigorously from position to position within the compound, clearing his sector 
of all enemy personnel. Captain Jaeger's conscious disregard for his personal 
safety, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devo­
tion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service 
and reflect great credit on him and the 'C nited Stat·es Army. 
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11. By direction of the President, under the prorisions of the Act of Congress 
approved. 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action. is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class· John Jakovenko, , United: States Army, 
who, distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay· prison in North Viet­
nam. ·with contempt for danger, SergeantJakovenko exposed himself to enemy 
fire to place effective machinegnn, fire on the enemy and neutralize their auto­
matic weapons positions. Sergeant Jakovenlco performed fa, a heroic manner 
while under hostile fire. He provided covering fire to insure the safe with­
drawal of other units throughout the mid. Sergeant J ako1.,enko fought val­
iantly ancl fearlessly until the mission was completed .. Sergeant Jako-ve·nlco's 
conscious disregard for his personal safety, extraordinary heroism against an 
armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty are u1 keeping with the 
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him and 
the United States Army. 

12;. By directi011 of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
i1ppr0Yed 9 July 1018, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class J acle G. Joplin, , United States _\.rmy, 
who distinguished himself by gaJlantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue Fnited 
States military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tuy prison in X orth 
Vietnam: Sergeant Joplin, while engaged in the clearing of buildings aml ,Yith 
complete disregard for his personal safety, engage<l enemy soldiers at point­
blank range with his .45 caliber pistol and secured the building which domi­
nated the right flank of the compound. Sergermt Joplin's swift and courageous 
action contributed directly to the overall success of the mission. Sergeant J op­
lin's daring skill, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and 
extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the mili­
tary service and reflect great credit on him and the United States Army. 

13w By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for 211llantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Da:nielJuri.ch, , "Cnited States ..:\.rmy: who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 No,·ember 1970 as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US Anny and Air Force raiding force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
This valiant effort was promoted by a deep compassion for his imprisoned 
fellow men-at-arms and by a strong sense of military duty and national pride. 
Sergeant Jurich, under intense ground combat conditions, led his raid-group 
element in clearing enemy guard quarters with such a positive and aggressive 
action that his group accomplished its hazardous mission in significantly less 
time than anticipated. After neutralizing the guard quarters, Sergeant Jurich, 
completely disregarding his personal safety, exposed himself to enemy small 
arms fire in an effort to draw this fire and protect his fire team: members. Ser­
geant Jurich, throughout this valiant action, displayed a professional calmness 
and leadership under fire- that were both inspirational to his subordinates and 
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major factors in the successful accomplishment of his assigned mission. Ser­
geant Jurich's daring skill, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile 
force, and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflect great credit on him and the United States 
Army. 

14. By the direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act; of 
Congress approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is 
awarded to: 

Sergeant Gary D. Keel, , United States Army, who distin-
guished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a member of 
an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States military 
personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. This 
rnliant effort was motivated by deep compassion for his imprisoned country­
men and by a strong sense of military duty and national pride. As a member 
of the initial assault force, Sergeant I{ eel continuously exposed himself to small 
arms fire to accomplish his mission as a combat photographer for the force. 
During the withdrawal to the extraction landing zone, he again braved auto­
matic weapons fire to provide covering fire for his element. His coolness under 
fire and personal bravery contributed directly to the overall success of the 
operation. Sergeant [{eel's conscious disregard for his personal safety, extraor­
dinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 
great credit on him and the United States Army. 

15. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class David A, Lawhon, Jr., , United States 
Army, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 
as a member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force 
in the ,Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United 
States military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North 
Vietnam. This valiant effort was promoted by deep compassion for his im­
prisoned fellow men-at-arms, and by a strong sense of military duty and 
national pride. Sergeant Law lion displayed unusual courage and skill as he led 
his element in the initial assault on the objective. While engaged in a building­
clearing operation, he unhesitatingly braved automatic weapons fire to eliminate 
potential threats to the mission. His swift and positive combat actions con­
tributed directly to the overa1l success of the operation. Sergeant Lawhon's 
conscious disregard for his personal safety, extraordinary heroism against an 
armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him and 
the United States Army. 

16. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Master Sergeant Joseph W. Lupyak, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
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Sergeant Lupyak, while maueu vering his element, came· under automatic weap­
ons and small arms fire from the building complex .. SergeantLupyak, with com­
plete disregard, for his personal safety, stood up and directed the n1ach.ine 
gunners and grenadiers of his element in order to provide covering fire. He then 
assaulted the building,. throwing a fragmentation grenade through the window. 
1Vhile moving around: the building, he encountered several enemy soldiers. He 
eliminated them and continued to move into the building. Once· inside, he en­
countered more armed enemy soldiers. "With accurate fire he neutralized the 
enemy within the building. Sergeant Lupyak then received word from his pla­
toon leader to pull back to the landing zone for extraction. His accurate auto­
matic fire with his own weap0n enabled his elements to withdraw safely. Ser­
geant Lupyak's conspicuous brayery and inspiring·leadership under fire enabled 
him to complete successfully his mission with no friendly casualties. Sergeant 
Lupyak's daring skill, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, 
and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit on him and the United States ..:\.rmy. 

17. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Cong-ress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Bill R.111 al'tin, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on ~l November 1970 as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US ~<\.rmy and Air Force raiding force in the .Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed helibornc assault mission to rescue United States mili­
buy personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
Sergeant JI al'tin, an 11-60 machine gunner and forward air guide, came under 
enemy automatic weapons fire as his element approached a building complex. 
·with complete disregard for his personal safety, he bravely exposed himself to 
the enemy fire and quickly neutralized the enemy position with a heavy volume 
of machinegun fire. As his element moved into the complex, Sergeant JI al'tin 
once again came under automatic weapons and small arms fire. "\Yithout hesi­
tating, he assaulted the enemy position and neutralized this threat to his ele­
ment. He then delivered a withering volume of fire Sergeant 11:l a?'tin's sense of 
duty and extraordinary heroism enabled his element to successfully complete its 
assigned mission. Sergeant JI aTtin 's daring skill, extraordinary heroism against 
an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty arc in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the military sen·iee and reflect great credit on him and the 
United States Army. 

18. By direction of the President, under the pro\·isions of the Act of Congress 
approved!) July UH8, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Charles A.. Masten, , United States ..:\.rmy, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
.Taint Chiefs of Staff-directed helil>ome assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Viet­
nam. Sergeant Jia.-sten, the senior Pathfinder, was given the mission of estab­
lishing the primary and alternate landing zones for the recovery helicopters. 
Upon debarking from the helicopter in which he was riding, Sergeant illa,sten 
came under enemy fire. Singlehanded, he assaulted the enemy's position and 
succeeded in drfring the enemy from the objective area. After clearing the 
prison pumping station of enemy personnel, Sergeant 11fastcn moved to 5et up 
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the landing zone. Realizing the importance of his mission, Sergeant J/ as ten, 
with complete disregard for his personal safety, continued his work, exposing 
himself time and time again to enemy fire. Sergeant M asten's extraordinary 
heroism and determination contributed immeasurably to the success of the mis­
sion. His daring skill, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, 
and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit on him and the United States Army. 

19. By direct.ion of the President, under the p1·ovisions of the _\ct of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Captain James W. McOlam, , Infantry, United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
,Toint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Viet­
nam. This valiant effort was motivated by a deep compassion for his imprisoned 

_ comrades and a strong sense of military duty and national pride. Captain 
Jl cOlam was selected to control the extract.ion of the raiding force and the 
released prisoners. While en route to his position, he came under fire from an 
enemy force. Establishing himself in his assigned sector, he performed as a 
rifleman until the extraction began. "With utter disregard for his personal 
safety, he stood, fully exposed to enemy fire at the rear of the recovery heli­
copter, until all forces were accounted for. He was the last member of the force 
to leave the area. His thoroughness in accounting for raid-force members was 
a keystone of confidence for all members of the force. His calm and efficient 
performance of duty while under fire reflects great credit on him and the 
l:' nited States Army. 

20. By direction of the President, uncler the prO\·isions of the _\.ct of CongrPSS 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Gngory T. M cG·uire, , United StatPs 
.Army, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 
as a member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in 
the Joint Chiefs of Sta.ff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United 
States military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North 
Vietnam. After debarking from the helicopter in which he was riding, Sergeant 
.i.U cGuire came under small arms and automatic weapons fire. Sergeant 11/ cGuh·e, 
with complete disregard for his personal safety, exposed himself to the enemy 
fire in order to fire his M-79 grenade launcher. Continuing to the objective area, 
Sergeant jJ/ cGuire moved forward to place a Claymore antipersonnel mine in 
position to protect the members of his element. He then delivered exceptionally 
accurate fire on an enemy position with his grenade launcher and assisted his 
element in halting the approaching enemy. His extraordinary heroism in tl 
face of an armed enemy contributed greatly to the success of the missioi 
Sergeant McGuire's daring skill, extraordinary heroism against an armeu 
hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him and the United 
States Army. 

10 



GO 43 

21. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a SilYer Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Captain D(llf1, H. McKinney, , Infantry, United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as it 

member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United 
States military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in Xorth 
Vietnam. Immediately afkir debarking from the assault helicopter inside the 
prisoner-of-war compound, Captain McKinney led his element against the 
defending enemy force. He maneuvered his elements against the northwest 
guard tower, clearing it by rifle fire and grenades. He then fearlessly and 
efficiently cleared the northern portion of the compound, causing the enemy to 
flee. He dispfayed exceptional courage by exposing himself to possible counter­
attacks while providing covering fire for his men as they searched the prison 
cell blocks. Captain 111 cKinney's conscious disregard to his personal safety, 
extra.ordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to 
duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflect great credit on him and the United States .Army. 

22. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the .Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Staff Sergeant Kenneth E. Jlcillullin, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United 
States military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in 
North Vietnam. After debarking from the assault helicopter, Serge-ant 
JlcJiull-in mond to an exposed position and delivered automatic rifle fire on a 
fortified enemy position, eliminating an immediate threat that could hinder the 
search-and-rescue operation. He then fearlessly moved to the north corner of 
the prisoner inten-ogation building the better to protect the search team of his 
clement. He cleared the area of the remaining enemy personnel permitting the 
safe completion of the search of all buildings and the withdrawal of the raid­
ing force to the extraction point. Sergeant .Jfdfullin's conscious disregard for 
his personal safety, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and 
extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the mili­
tary service and reflect great credit on him and the United States Army. 

23. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1V18, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant Keith R. i1feaens1d, , United Staitcs Army, who dis-
tinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
After insertion by helicopter into the enemy military prison compound, Ser­
geant },/eden.ski immediately came face-to-face with an enemy force armed 
with automatic weapons. Firing his rifle, he cleared the immediate area of 

11 



GO 43 

armed enemy in order to secure a landing zone. He then exposed.himself to in­
tense enemy automatic fire to clear the enemy soldiers from between himself 
and another unit in the area. Fighting in a cool and fearless manner, he cleared 
a route of withdrawal for his comrades and secured a landing zone for extrac­
tion. Sergeant 11/ edenski's conscious disregard for his personal safety, extraor­
dinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty 
arc in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 
great credit on him and the United States Army. 

24. By direction of the President, under the prO\·isions of the ~\ct of Congress 
approved O July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in act.ion is awarded to: 

Staff Sergeant Walter L. 11/iller, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1070 as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the ,Toint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed helibornc assault mission to rescue United States mil­
itary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
This valiant effort was promoted by deep compassion for his imprisoned fellow 
men-at-arms and by a strong sense of military duty and national pride. Sergeant 
Jliller, senior radio operator for the alternate grnund :force commander, de­
barked :from the assault aircraft and was immediately taken under enemy 
automatic weapons fire. Realizing that the group had landed in an area approxi­
mately 100 meters south o:f the objectfre and that it was imperative that the 
gronp rejoin the main body of the raiding foree, he with complete disregard :for 
his 1ifo exposed himself to enemy fire in order to assist in marking an extraction 
landing zone. His heroic actions under fire made it possible :for a helicopter to 
land to extract the group without a casualty, thus enabling the group to move 
swiftly to rejoin the main :force. His unsPlfishnp;;;; and valiant actions reflect 
great credit on him and the United States Army. 

25. By direction o:f the President, under tlw pt"orisions of the ~\ct of ( 'ong-re;;s 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for ,gallantrv in action is awarded to: 

:Master Sergeant Billy K. il/oo,'e, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 19i0 as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding :force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States mil­
itary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
Immediately after the helicopter in which he was riding crash-landed inside the 
prison compound, Sergeant Jl oore delivered devastating automatic weapons fire 
on the southwest guard tower, thus eliminating its threat. Then, with great risk 
to his life, he moved to the south wall and continued to place fire on the enemy 
target until it was completely cleared. Sergeant 111 om'e then moved unprotected 
with a demolition charge to a preselected position to blow an escape hole in the 
prison wall :for evacuation. Upon completion of this task, he volunteered to re­
main behind to activate the prepared demolitions charge in the crash-landed 
helicopter in order to destroy it. His fearless personal conduct, his thorough 
execution o:f his assigned tasks, and his calm and efficient manner of performance 
were exceptional during the critical assault period. Sergeant ill oore's conscious 
disregard :for his personal safety, extraordinary heroism against an armed 
hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect grrat credit on him and the United 
States Army. 
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26. By direction of the President, under· the provisions o_f the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Joseph M. Murray, l, United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-Yolunteer foint U-S Army and Air Force raiding force iu the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Viet­
nam. Sergeant. Mnnay was assigned the specific mission of clearing key build­
ings outside the prison compound. Upon debarking from the assault aircraft 
in which he was riding, he came under fire from an enemy force armed with 
automatic weapons. He returned fire on the e1wn1y's position, neutralizing it. 
Upon reaching his objective, he came nndet· fire from a building complex. 
,vit.h complete disregard for his personal safety, he assaulted the guard billets, 
throwing a gren:tde through a window. While doing so, he was wounded in the 
right leg. Sergeant 1.1/urray·s daring skill, extraonlinnry heroism against an 
n rmed hostile force. and rxtrem(' {kvotion to tlnty are in keep inµ: with the hig-lwst 
traditions of the military service and reflect gl'eat credit on him and the "C"nitPd 
States Army. 

27. By clirection of thl' Pn•sident. nnder the pt·o,·i.;imts of the _\et. of Congt'l'SS 
approved 9 ,July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action.is :tw1rnled to: 

Captain Eric ,T. Nelson, Infantry, "Gnitecl States .Army, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 Xovember rn70 as a member 
of an all-rnlnntcer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the Joint 
Chit·i\; o:f Staff-directl'd helibome assault mission to rPsene rnited Statt>s mili­
tarv personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
'-\eri!ea1rt- Nelson. by swift action and personal example, led his element in a 
direct assault on the primary gnard quarters, clearing the building and neu­
tralizing that threat to the operation. He then exposed himself repeatedly to 
enemy small arms fire in order to cornr the withdrawal of his element to the 
extraction landing zo1ie. His coolness under fire, courage, and leadership con­
tributed directly to the successful completion of the mission. Sei;:geant Nelson':3 
conscious disregard for his personal safety, extraordinary lwroism against an 
armed hostile £orCl', and extreme devotion to duty are in keepin~ with the 
highest traditions of the military sn,-ice and reflect grent credit on him and 
the rnited States Army. 

28. By direction oft.he Pre?"idPnt, lHHll'l' the prm·isions of the Act of Congress 
appl'oved !) .Tnly 1!.>18, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awanlo<l to: 

Staff Sergeant Robert F. Nelson, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on :!l Xo~·emLer lHiO as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US ..:\nny and _\it· Force raiding fot·ce in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed heliLome assault mission. to rescue United States mili­
tary personnel held a.; prisoners of war· at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
Sergeant 1Velso11, Ly swift action and personal example, led his element in a 
direct. assault on the primary guard quarters, clearing the building and neutral­
izing tluit t.hre:tt to t.hc opemtion. He then exposed himself repeatedly to enemy 
small arms fire in order to cover the withdrawnl of his element to the extraction 
landing zone. His coolness under fire, coumge, and leadership contributed 
directly to the successful completion of the mission. Sergeant NelsM's con­
scious disl'egard for his personal safety, extraordinary lwroism against an 
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armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty are-in keeping with the high­
est traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him and the 
United States Army. 

29. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
a,pproved 9 .July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Staff Sergeant David S. Nickerson, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
.Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
This valiant effort was promoted by deep compassion for his imprisoned 
countrymen and by a strong sense of military duty and national pride. Sergeant 
Nicke1won, the Army component commander's FM radio operator, debarked 
from the assault aircraft with the support element and was immediately taken 
nuder enemy automatic weapons fire. Realizing that the force had landed on 
the wrong landing zone and knowing that it was imperative that his element 
rejoin the main body of the raiding force, he fen,rlessly, with complete disregard 
for his life, exposed himself to enemy fire in order to personally mark the 
landing zone with a hand-held strobe light. His heroic action facilitated the 
extraction of the force without a casualty, enabling it t-0 move swiftly to rejoin 
the main force. Sergeant Nieke1·son's courageous performance under fire reflects 
great credit on him and the United States Army. 

30. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act o:f Cong1·ess 
approved 9 .July 1!)18, a Silver Star for Gallantry in action is awarded to: 

First Lieutenant George lY. Petrie, , Infantry, United States 
Anny, ,vho distinguished himself by gallantry m action on 21 November 1970 
as a member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force 
in the .Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United 
States military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North 
Vietnam. After crash-landing in the assault helicopter inside the prison com­
pound, Lieutenant Petrie led his element in a search-and-clear action across the 
open and exposed portion of the compound courtyard to the main gate and 
gate tower to engage entrenched enemy personnel. Lieutenant Petrie, in the 
face of automatic weapons fire, personally charged the gate tower, clearing it 
with rifle fire and grenades. Then, with complete disregard for his life, he 
maneuvered to an exposed position in order to deliver covering fire for the 
remainder of the assault group. At this time Lieutenant Petrie was confronted 
with a counterattack, and, from this critical position, he placed accurate fire 
on the advancing enemy, repulsed the attack, and caused the enemy to flee. The 
enemy counterattacked a second time, and in a calm and efficient manner 
Lieutenant Petrie directed his element against the enemy and quickly eliminated 
this recurring threat. Lieutenant Petrie withdrew t-0 the extraction point under 
fire, only after the compound search was completed and the order to withdraw 
was given. Lieutenant Petrie's conscious disregard for his personal safety, 
extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to 
duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and 
reflect great credit on him and the United States Army. 
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31. By direction of the President, under the provision of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for Gallantry in action is a.warded to: 

Sergeant First Class Noe Quezada, , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
Sergeant Que:wda's specific mission was to clear key buildings immediately 
outside the prison compound. As he debarked from the assault aircraft, several 
bursts of automatic weapons fire were received from the north. He immediately 
returned fire, instantly neutralizing the enemy position. With complete dis~ 
regard for his personal safety, he continued to assault his objective. After 
breaching the first hedgerow, he again received small arms fire from the vicinity 
of his objective. He returned the fire and continued to assault his objecti,·e. 
After the first building was cleared, he established a rear security guard post, 
protecting his element's rear flank. His conspicuous gallantry and composure 
under fire were major assets in the accomplishment of the element's mission. 
Sergeant Qu,e,uula's daring skill, extraordinary heroism against an armed 
hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him and the United 
States Army. 

32. By direction of the President, under the pr·ovisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a SilYer Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Lorenzo 0. Robbin-~, , United States 
Army, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 
as a member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force 
in the Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United 
States military personnel held as prisoners of war a.t Son Tay prison in North 
Vietnam. After debarking from the assault helicopter, Sergeant Robbi'fls, with 
complete disregard for his life, moved across a completely exposed area under 
the threat of automatic weapons fire from the east and northwest guard towers 
in order to reach his initial objective. He calmly and deliberately neutralized 
a large detention building. Singlehanded, he then eliminated the major enemy 
threat posed by the northwest guard tower. He then assisted in searching and 
clearing operations that were taking place in an adjacent area. Sergeant 
Robbfns' conscious disregard for his personal safety, extraordinary heroism 
against an armed hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping 
with the highest traditions of the military sen-ice and reflect great credit on 
him and the United States Army. 

33. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sta.ff Sergeant John E. Rodriquez., , United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1970 as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mission to rescue United States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
Sergeant Rodriquez fought valiantly, with complete disregard for his life, 
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while neutralizing an armed enemy within a. tn.>neh line. He again exposed 
himself to small arms fire to distract the enemy and protect fellow members 
of his element. He then secured the nol'th-south road, thereby insuring a route 
of withdrawal for other elements. He then secured the enst side of the landing 
zone that was used by the ground force for extraction. Sergeant Rodriquez's 
couseions disregard for his personal safety, extraordinary heroism against an 
armetl hostile foree, and extreme derntion to duty are in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the military senice ,,n<l reflect gt·Pat credit on him and 
the rnited States ) .. rmy. 

:3-1. By dirt>etion of the Pl'esidPnt, 111Hl<'1· tlie prm·isions of the .\ct of Congress 
appnffed D ,Tuly l!JU\ a Siln'r Star for gallantry in netion is awarded to: 

SergP:mt FmHl-.lin D. Roe, , Fnited States .\.rmy, who dis-
tinguished himself h_y gallantry in action on :21 NoYPllllJel' rn,o as a nwmber 
of an all-YolnntePr joint "GS .\rrny nncl ~\i1· Foree raiding form in the .foint 
Chiefs of Staff-direded helibome assault mission to rescue United States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Ta.y pri;:;on in Not-th Vietnam. 
St-rgeant Noe displayed extraonlinary 1Padersliip ,tnd coura_[!·e while leading 
liis eh,nwnt in c1ral'ing Pnrmy for\'.l'S from liis assig11<•(l an'a. '\''hile moving 
from lmildiug to building, he was constantly exposed to automatic weapons 
firP. On sernral occasions he ,Yas confronted by the enemy at close range. 
Tlir011gh his profes:-ional lead<·rsl1 ip and ag-gr<>ssi n~ actions in the objective area 
h<' contrib11ted imnwasurnbly to the ,;nccPssfnl ncco111p1isluncnt of the Support 
<ironp mission withont the lo,,s of a :;ing-le lifP. Sergeant Roe·s conscious dis­
reganl fo1· his pPrsonal safety, extraonlinary heroi:;m against an armed hostile 
foree, and Pxtreme derntion to dnty arc in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the milir:n-y sen·i,·<' ,tll(l rdlPct g-rPat cn,,lit on him :tlHl the r~nitt'd States 
.\rniy. 

35. By (lin,(·tion of the Pn•,-;i1l<-Hi". 1mdPr tlw prm·i,-;ions of the .\et of Congress 
:tppt'o1·ed D .July ID1:-<, :1 Siln•r :-,tar for gallantry in ndion is awarded to: 

Captain (Ne11J1 l?. J.'01 1-"'C: , Infantry, rnited States Anny, who 
di,-:tingnished himself hy gaJlantl'y in action on ]l N oremher 1V70 ns a member 
of an all-·rnhmtccr joint US .\_rmy and a\ir Force raiding force in the Joint 
('Ji ie rs () f St,lff-diredcd lwliborne t\:-i:Sault mis,,ion to l'l':':>l'lle rnited States mili­
rnrs per,;onncl held as prisoners of war at Son T,,_y prison in Xorth Vietnam. 
Thi,, rnliant effort was promoted by deep compassion for his imprisoned follow 
men-at-arm,; arnl by a stmng sense of military duty and national pridP. Captain 
l.'0118e eonrageonsly led his elenm1t in the vital initial combat assault on the 
ohjcctin'. Ry personal bra n•ry, swift netion, and positin! leadership, he din\eted 
tl1e elt>aring of a trench system, encompassing the targrt ,1l'C'n, which thrC'atcned 
the snccess of the on'rnll mission. His calmness under automatic weapons fire, 
togd-lwr with his aggressiYc leadership, proved to be nn inspiration to all and 
ernmred the accomplishment of the mission without loss of life to friendly forces. 
Captain Rou8e:s coneci,rns disregard for his personal safety, extraordinary 
heroism against an armed hostile force, and extreme de,·otion to duty are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the military serrirc and reflect grrat 
credit on him and the L°"nitcd States .\rmy. 
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36. By direction of the President, undl'r the provision:,; of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for ga.llantry in action is awarded to: 

Master Sergeant Herman Spencer, , United States Army, who 
di.stingnished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 197'0 as a member 
of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne a.ssault mission to rescue 1Jnited States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
Sergeant Spenrer, while maneuvering his element toward the builtling complex 
outside the prison compound, came under automatic weapons fire. \Vith com­
plete disregard for his personal safety, he continuously exposed himself to 
direct the fil'e o_f his manen \·el'ing element while placing accurate fire on the 
enemy posi.tion. As he entered the building complex, Sergeant Spencer once 
again came under automatic weapons and small arms fire. Again, with total 
disregard for his own personal safety, he assaulted and destroyed these enemy 
positions. \'11ile another member of his element. was manen vering to clear his 
assigned building, Sergeant Spenrn obsen-ed enemy forces mo,·ing from his 
blind side. Sergeant Spence!' immediately exposed himself to attract their atten­
tion and then unlrnsitatingly engaged them. Sergeant Spe11cu's sen:::e of duty 
and display of extraordinary heroism insured the complete success of his ele­
ment's mission. Sergeant Spence1·'s conscious disregard -for his own safety, 
extraordinar·y heroism against an armed hostile force, and e-xtreme cle,·otion 
to duty are in keeping with tlw highest traditions o_f the military senice and 
reflect great eredit on him and the Fnitecl Statrs Army. 

37. By direction of the PresidPnt, under tlw proyisions of the .Act of C'ongt·t•ss 
approved 9 July 1918, a Sih·er :--tar for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant Patl·ick St Clair, , "Cnited States ~\..rmy, who distin-
guished himself by gallantry in action on 21 Xovember HliO as a member of an 
all-volunteer joint 17S Army and ~\ir Force raiding force in the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff-directed helihorne a,;:sanlt mi.3sion to rescue Fnitecl States military 
personnel held as pri;;oners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
:--ergeant St Clair was the first man to debark from a helicopter which crash­
landed ini"-'itle the prison compound. Completely disregarding his personal 
safety, he rnon.'d direetly to an exposed area and immediately began placing a 
}u,a,·y volume of automatic rifle fire on the fortified northwest guard tower of 
the prison. He then maneu 1·erP<l to his nrxt objective where, he surprised a num­
ber of enemy soldiers. \Vithout hesitation, he courageously attacked the soldiers, 
forcing them to abandon th1c•ir fortified positions and retreat into the covering 
fire of a supporting rlement of the raiding force. He then calmly and delib­
erately searched and cleared his assigned area of responsibility. Sergeant 
St Olafr's courageous actions contributed significantly to the successful execu­
tion of the mission. His extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force 
and extreme derntion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military senice and reflect great credit on him and the United State.s Army. 

38. By direction of the President, under the pro,·isions of the Act of Congress 
approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Ronnie Stralum, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 19,0 as a 
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member of an all-\·olunteer joint C:, _\.nny and _\.ir Foree raiding force in the 
,Joint Chiefs of StaIT-direde<l heliborne assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Viet­
nam. Sergeant Sfrahan was assigned the mission of destroying a powerline 
tower aml establishing the primary and alternate landing zones for the recovery. 
helicopters. He came unde1· intense small arms and automatic weapons fire while 
en route to the tower. Til•alizing it ,,:as impemti rn that the tower be destroyed 
to enable the rer<ffery helicopters to Janel, he a:-:saultecl and neutralized the 
cnrmy position. _\.fter destroying the to1n·r with demolitions, he ngain came 
under fire while lie was establishing the primary landing zone. Disregarding 
the risk to his life, he continued with his rnissiou nntil the two landing zones 
,rnre prepared. His extraordinary heroism and determination contributed im­
measurably to the success 0£ the mission. Sergl':rnt Stmlwn·s disregard for his 
personal safety, extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force, and 
extreme dexotion to lluty are in kt>t•pin;.r ,Yith the highe:;t traditions of the mi1i­
tnry service and rdleet. gn•at credit on him nn<l the "Gnitecl States _\.rmy. 

39. By direction of the Pre:;i<lent, un<lPl' tlll' pl'Orisions oi' the .\.ct of Congress 
approved!) July !DIS, ,t Siher Star fol' ga1bnt1·y in action is a\rnrded to: 

Sel'geant First Class Sul!'fu1oi' Jf. S1urre2, , "Gnited States 
_\.rmy, who distingnished him:=oe1f by gallantry in artion on 21 November lDiO 
as a nwmber of an all-,~olnnteer joint l_TS Army and _\.ir Foree raiding force 
in the Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed helibonw assau1t mission to rrscne United 
States milital'y personnrl held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North 
Vietnam. Sergeant Suarez disp1ayecl outstanding profrssional competence, 
p<>rsonal conrage, and technical skill under cxtn·mrly lwzanlons combat condi­
tions in the objectirn area .. \.lthough n•sponsible for maintaining effective com­
mand ,lrnl control comnmnications, he aggn•--,-,in,ly parti,·ipatcd in the execution 
of his ground elemenfs clearillg mi:::sion. His :::\Yift and positi1·e combat actions 
\Yere ac<'omplished in a calm and professional manner and made a significant 
,·ontribution to the successful accomplishment of the mission without the loss 
of a single life. Sergeant 8uu1·ez's conscions disregard for his personal safety, 
extraordinary heroism against an amH,ll l1ostile forcP, and extreme de,·otion 
to duty am in keeping with the highest traditions of the military senicc and 
reflect great credit on him and the l_Tnitcd States .\.rmy. 

-10. By direction of the President, under the pro,·isions of the .\.ct of Co11g1·ess 
app1•oye<l D ,July l!HS, a Siln'r Star for gallantry in action is awarrled to: 

Sergeant First Class Don,tld E. Taaz)l.:e,,, , 1.~nited Stat,•,; .\.nny, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on :21 XoYemLer lDiO as a 
member of an all-rnlnnteer joint es Army aml .Air Force raiding force in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed lwliborne assault mission to rescue Fnited States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in X orth Viet­
nam. This valiant effort was promoted by deep compassion for his imprisoned 
fellow men-at-a11ns, and by a strong sense of military dnty and national pride. 
On arrival in the target area Sergeant TlWJ)l.·en, without regard for his per­
sonal safety, exposed himself to continuous hostile enl'my fire to move to a 
position where he could effectively employ his ).f.jl) grenade lttuncher. This 
action protected the other members of his platoon while they were involved in 
house-clearing actions. He repe::tt{'clly distinguished himself by highly valorous 
actions in eliminating enemy resistance during the house-clearing operations. 
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His swift and positfrc combat actions, togPthcr with his coHrageons execution 
of !tis assignment, insured successful completion of the mission without the 
loss of a single life. Sergeant Taapl.:en's daring skill, extraordinary heroism 
against an armed hostile force, and extre111p cle,·otion to dnty u t'P iu ke,•ping with 
t!w highest traditions of the military sen·ieP an1l n·ilPl'! g1·1·at cn'1lit on him 
a1Hl tile United StntPs .\rmy. 

-U. By dir1•ction of the President. 11ndp1· tl1l' pro1·isions of th1· .\d of Congrrs.-; 
appro,·pd !I .Tnly 1H11'. a SilH•t· ~rar fo1· gallantry i11 adion i:- awanh-11 to: 

Scrg<':tnt First Class 1rilliu111 I,. Tu11IPy. :, l 'nited Statps .\rmy, 
who <listinguishp(l himself i>y g:tllantry i11 action 011 :! I Xo1·ember l!Jjl) as a 
111pm\wr of an all-,·ohmtcer joint c~.; Al'lll_l' and ~\i1· Fon·p 1·aidi11g fo1·1•p in the 
.Toint Cltil'l's of Statf-dircetl•d l1PliliornP as,-anlt rnis,;ion to re:-'e11e l'nitl'(l States 
military per;;onnel lwld a,; prisoners of war :tt Son Tay prison in Xortli Yiet­
uam. On arri ml in the objective area, Sergeant Tapley inunediately assaulted 
the main gate, 1wutndizing an1l cll'aring the g-att• :tl'l'a of r(•sishltH·li. Ile re-
111ainctl at tltat position, co111pll'tely exposrd to l'tH·111y Jin·. in ord1•r to olisern' 
the a1·c•a ont,;ide the eompouud .. \ short ti111e latt'I', as his l'IL•mcnt lea1kr was 
attempting to bt·eak into a llltil(ling in tlwit· ,;i•dot·, :-,;l'l'g'l'allt Tu1'1ey ohsen·Nl 
a small c1wn1y fo1·<·1· rnunding a lmilding to tl1<'ir rl'ar all(l lllOl'ing rnpidly to 
tlwi,· location. \\'itlt compk'tl' dist·e~anl for hi,; pPt'<"'<Htal ,-;afrty, he fear-les;:;ly 
l'1tgaged tlw enemy and rendered it ineffective with automatic weapons fire. 
Still expo:,;C'1l to enemy resistann•. l1t• lwg:ut nwri11g from positio11 to position 
within the L,0111p01mcl clca ring Ii is ,.;ec-tor of n•sponsilii lity of ;i1 l enc1t1y pPrso11nel. 
~l't'gi•ant T,,,,ley',; daring ,-kill, Pxt1·aonlinary !trrois111 again,-t a11 arnw11 !tostik· 
fot'L'e, and extreml' tlenition to duty a1·p in kPeping witlt tltr liighPst tr:11litions 
of t.]w military Sl•l'l'i(•p and n•flec-t grPat crl'dit nn hilll :11111 tlH· l'11ite1l States 
..:\rmy. 

42. By dirPction of tlH• Presi<h·nt, 1111cle1· tl1e pro1·i::-:io1ts of the Ad of Con/.!Tl•:,;s 
H['Jll'On.'tl !l July l!l18. a SilvPr Star for g:nllm1tn· in adion is awarded to: 

Set',!!l'ant llfl(r.,7w17 A. T!wn11J.~. • l.'nitet1 States ..:\rmy. wlto 
distinguished himself by gallantr·y in action on :H Xon:>mher rnio as a memlx•r 
of an all-,·ohmteer joint CS ~\rmy anc1 .\.ir Foree 1·ai(1i11g force in the .Joint 
( 'l,ief,, of :--tatf-cliret·tr!l ltdiborne as,,:anlt mission to rPseue l'nitecl States mili­
tary pl•rsnn1td hl'ld a,; prisone1·:,; of war at Son Tay prison in Xorth Yietnam. 
S1•rgeant Tlw1;1//8 was inserted into the enemy compo1111tl wliere he rcpratedly 
1·xpo,;;e!l liim,-elf to enrm_v automatic wPapot1s tin•. Fighting valiantly wltih· 
s111Tot11Hkd in a hostile e111"i1·0Hn11•nt, he elcared his m,signerl area of enemy 
l'orccs ancl ,.;ecured the es;;ential withdrawal landing zonr. He again exposed 
himself to r1wn1,y automatic weapon,,: fire to dear a trench between himself and 
the unit forward of his position. Fighting in a cool and fearless manner, he 
was able to dear a route of withdrawal for the headquarters clement. Sergeant 
Thm,1118' conscious disregard for his own personal safety, extraordinary heroism 
against an arnu::'cl hostile force, and extreme dc,·otion to duty are in keeping 
with tl1e highest traditions o_f the military Sl'tTiee am1 rpflect great credit on 
him and t.lic Cuited :States _\rmy. 

43. By diredion of the President, under the pro\'isions of the .A.ct of Congress 
apprnved () ,Tuly 1()18, a Silver Star for gallantry in act.ion is awarded to: 

Captain Daniel D. Turner,. , Infantry, United States _\rmy, who 
distinguished himsplf by gallantry in action on 21 Non•mLer 11)70 as a member 
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of an all-volunteer joint US .Army and Air Fore<' raiding force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed hclibome assault mission to rescue United States mili­
biry personnel held as prisoners of war ut Son Tuy prison in North Vietnam. 
Captain Tu1'ner, l<'ader of thr comrnai1el grnnp, displayed outstanding leader­
ship, personal courag<', and prcsrner of mind ,,hile lt>ading the assault of his 
gronp in the targPt area ... c\..lt11ongh his elemrnts had gone into the attack 
following original orders he noted that one of the assault helicopters had not 
landed as plnnnrd. Reali.zing that i.mmPlliate ndion was rc<1uircd to institute an 
altemate plan, he fearlessly exposed himscl£ to the enemy small arms ffrc as 
he moYcd 1·Ppeateclly to positions where he conlll redirect the deployment or 
his clements. During this period he was repeatedly fired upon by the cnrmy 
with automatic and small a.rms fire. He retn!'l1e<l accurate fire upon these c1wmy 
positions, neutralizing them sufficiently to continne his mission. "\Vhen the de­
layed raiding force gl'Onp landed, he once again exposed himself to fire in order 
to maintain the same sure, professional control o,·pr his unit and to plaee safely 
the delayed clement into position. Captain Tm'nei-\s couseious tlisrcganl for his 
persona.I safety, extraonlinary heroism against an armed hostile forcr, ancl 
extreme cleYotion to duty are in kerping with the highest traditions of the 
military sen·ice and reflect great credit on him and the 1.:nited States ~\.l'lny. 

4-l. By direction of the President, under the pl'Ovisions of the ~\.ct of Congress 
approyed 9 .July 1918, a Siker Star £or gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Ricluml lV. Falentine, , l;n.ited States 
,\.nny, who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 X,ffember 1!)70 
as a member 0£ an all-volunteer joint GS Army and Air Force raiding force 
in the ,Toint Chiefs of Staff-directed heliborne assault mis,,ion to rescue Tinited 
St.ah~s military personnel held as prisoners of 'i\·ar at Son Tay prison in X orth 
Yictnam, _.:\.s a member of the initial assault foree, Se1·gcunt Yalenti.ne, with 
complete disregard for his personal safety, moyed from building to building. 
clearing each and thus eliminating a clangerons threat to the successful accom­
plishment of the mission. He again expqsed himself to automatic weapons fire 
to secure the southern portion of the landing zone. His eourage and extreme 
coolness under fire contributed dirPctly to the o,·crall success of the operation. 
Sergeant "Valentine's extraordinary heroism against an armed hostile force 
and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest tr:H1itions of the 
military service and refleet great credit on him and the Fnited States ~\.rmy. 

45. By direction of the President, under the pro,·isions of the .Act of Congt·es;; 
approved!) July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Captain Udo H. 1Valtlia, , Infantry, United States _\.rmy, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action as Commander of the Support 
Group of an all-rnlunteer joint United States ~\.rmy and Air Force raiding 
:foree on 21 November Hl70 and displayed 1mtstanding- leadership, personal 
courage, and presence or mind while leading his group in a heliborne assault 
mission to rescue and extra,ct Unitrd Sta.tes military personnel held prisoners 
of war at Son Tay prison, deep inside the soYereign teri-itory of North Vietnam. 
Upon reaching his first objectirn, Captain lValthel' realized his force had been 
landed in an area other than, bnt resembling, the target area. At this time the 
force was engaged by an enemy force armed with ~\.K-47 rifles. Captain W altlier 
unhesitatingly led his element into the cornpoun<l, snhdning this force with 

20 



GO 43 

dcrnstatiug- arnl aLTllt·at<.•. fire. Cpon being rec:dled to the landing zone, Captain 
Wa7t11c,· directe<l aml participated in an orderly withdrawal under fire. His 
l1eroic actions and his disregard for his own personal sn,fety were an inspiration 
to his men and officers. IIe completed an orderly extraction and was inserted 
into the target landing zone ns originally planned. His masterful control of 
the Support Group was exemplary. His keen mind and his alertness to the 
changing situation allowed him to enter the target area and link up with and 
pass through tl1e gronp which hacl earlier taken o,·pr his assigned area. His 
frarlt•ss p<.'rsonal l'011d1wt, his pffit·ient and a<'cnrate exPcutions of <'otnhat tasks, 
and his <'alm nmnm•r of performatwe nnder· fire during the (·ritical rxtrn,·tion 
phas(I refl<'ct grl'al cn•dit 011 ltim an<l the rnited States ~'-rmy. 

46, Hy dirr<'tion of thp Pr<•sidPnt. 11n<kr the pro,·isions of thP .\ct of Congress 
:ipprovf'd l) ,fol_v l!HS. a Siln•r Star for gallantry in action is :iwardccl to: 

Scrgrant First Class Donald R. lVh1g1·01·e, . Fnikd Statc•s 
.\.n11y, who disting-11islH·<l himsplf hy g-allantr_v in ar-tion 011 ~1 Xovemb .. r rn,o 
as a nwmlw,· of an all-,·oluntccr joint FS Army anil Air Force raiding force 
in thr .Toint Chit>f;; of Staff-dirf'('tPrl hPlibornr :issault mission to resenP ruited 
Statf>S military [Wt·sonnPl hPl<l as pri:-:01wrs of war at Son Tay prison in Xol'th 
Yietnam. AftH debarking from tl1t• nssanlt lwlieopt<>r inside tlw <·0111pound, 
Seri:teant n·inr;ro,·e mo,-etl to an <'xpospd position in thP (•enter of tl1<> com­
pn1tllfl in or<lrr· to pl.1<·,· ,·m·Pring fit·l' on till' l't1t•111y ;;ol<lit•t·s lo,·;itt•<l i111111Nliately 
outside tl,e l'ast gate an·a. Ifp l1Plcl this position, e,·en tlton_gli ill' wa,-; L'Ollstantly 
facl'cl with tlw dangPr of lwing strnck by ern•u1_y a11to111:1ti,: WL'apon,: fin• from 
the Past gnarrl towPr. His hrnn•1·y in the foc,• of thi;:: gra1·p thrPat to his life 
w:1s an inspirntion to the other L'lPment tnl'mbers. Cont inning l1i;; assig,wd mis­
sion with <klilit•t·ation and thoronghm•ss, he m01·ed to a,-sist in sear('hing antl 
clf•at·ing a la1·gp cell-block arra. Serg:ennt TVingroce\ conscious disregard for 
his rwrsonal sa fE.ty. extt·aor<li na "Y l1t>roism ag:a inst :111 armed hostile fo1·ce, and 
extn•rnc derntion to <luty are in keeping: 1,·ith tlw higlll'st traditions of the 
milit:11·~- i,(•tTic·<· :tml rrftN~t ,!.!T<':tt crt-tlit on him and the T~nited ~tate;; _\.rmy. 

47. By din•dion !)f tlil' Prc-sidP11t. 11nrlPr the µro,·isions of the .\.d of C'o11gn•ss 
apprornd !) .ful_,. H► l,-:, a Sih-<·r ~tar for gallantry ill action is awardC'Cl to: 

Staff s .. ,·gpant T,1111•1·enr•P ]'()11//(l, , rnit<•d States .\rn1.L wlw 
tlist.inguislH•d himsPl f Ly gallantry in a1·ti011 on :ll Xon•niher HlTO as 11 111<•1111,pr 
of an all-vol1111te<•r joint F~ ~\.rllly and .\.ir For('e 1·:1i<ling- forcl' in the .Toint 
Chiefo of Staff-dirPi'ted hc-libon1e as;;anlt rnission to rPs,·nr rnitrd StatPs mili­
ti1ry pl•r·;;onnPl lH'ltl as priso11<•1~ of war at Son Tay pt·i;-011 in X01th Yi(•tnam. 
Sergeant Yo,1,,r;, after dpo;irking from tl1e assanlt aircraft, inunediatcly <'ame 
n1Hler fire from an e11£>my force arnwd with automatic wrapons. He immr<liat<•ly 
returned fire, lwlpiHg to supp1·ess tlw enem}·'s fire, and continued to hi,; objc·c­
t.i,-e .. \Her rno,·i11g- a sl10rt di,-;tance, he eame nn<ler heaYy firP from a lrnilding 
compk•x. 1Yith complete di,;regard for his personal sa fot_v, he a,;sanlted and 
neutralized the enemy position. Se1·g<•a11t To1111[J's (•ontpassion for his follow 
men and his frn l'lPss attitude in combat PnablPcl !tis element to suceessfully 
complete its mis,-ion. Sergeant Young's daring skill, extraordinary heroism 
against an armed hostile force, and extreme derntion to duty are in keeping 
with the highest tmditions of the military sen·iee an,l rrflect grPat r'redit on 
him and flrn Unit.:-d States Army. 
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llf __ S/LVER STAR. l. By direction of the Presid,•nt, nndel' the provisions 
of the Act o:f Congress approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star (First Oak Leaf 
Cluster) for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

Sergeant First Class Earl Bleadier, , United States .A.rmy, 
who distinguished himself by gallantry in action on 21 November 1V70 as a 
member of an all-volunteer joint US Army and Air Force raiding force in the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff-directed helibome assault mission to rescue United States 
military personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North 
Vietnam. Sergeant Bleacher led his fire element in the initial combat assault 
on the objective. Fighting valiantly, with disregard for his own safety, he con­
tinnnJly exposed himself to hostile automatic "·ea pons fire. On several occasions, 
Sergeant Bleaolier was confronted by armed enemy personnel while attempting 
to secure the platoon's withdr:nva1 ronte. Through application of swift and 
positi ye action, he eliminated the threats allll ensured the success of his element's 
mission accomplishment without the loss of a, single life. Sergeant Bleacher's 
cxtraor<linary heroism against an armed hostile force and extreme devotion to 
duty are in keeping with the highe:st traditions of the military senice and 
reflect great credit on him and the United States ..:\.rmy. 

2. By direction o-f the President, under the provisions of. the _\..ct of Congl'<'SS 
approved 9 July 1918, a, Siker Star (First Oak Leaf Cluster) for gallantry in 
adion is a "·arded to: 

Staff Sergeant Paul F. Poo7e: , United States ..:\..rrny, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in action on ~l Xovember 1970 as a member 
of an all-Yolunteer joint US Army and Air For<'c raiding force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed helihorne nssault mission to rescue "Cnitecl States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay pri:'ion in Xorth Vietnam. 
This vrtliant effort was promoted by deep compassion for his imprisoned 
countrymen and by a strong sense of military dnt.r and national pride. Sergeant 
Poole, the radio operator for the g-round force co11ima11der, with the mission of 
maintaining radio communication for the rntire force, came under automatic 
weapons fire while en route from the assault helicopter to his objective. With 
complete disregard for persmml safety, he expoFed himself to enemy fire 
repeatedly in order that he might establish and maintain an effecti rn command 
post. Shortly a:fter the main element arrived at the comnumd post, he deli,·ered 
accumte rifle fire to eliminate a thre,lt posed by the intrusion of an at"med enemy 
soldier. Sergeant Poole's courageous perfor1111rnc·e of d11t,v ref1e,,ts i,!l'Cat ct'edit 
on Ii im and the Fnited Stutes Army. 

IV __ SILVER ST AR. By direction of the Pn'si1knt nndcr the provision of 
the Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918, a Siker Star (Second Oak Leaf 
Cluster) for gallantry in action is awarded to: 

::\faster Sergeant Galen C. Eitt1egon, , r11it0d Stat0s _\.rmy, who 
distinguished himself by gallantry in a"tion on :21 Xonrnher 1970 as a member 
of an a1l-.. rn1nnteer joint 17::3 _\rmy and _\ir Foree raitling force in the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff-directed helibome assault mission to rescue United States mili­
tary personnel held as prisoners of war at Son Tay prison in North Vietnam. 
Arter debarking from the crash-landed assault helicopter inside the prison 
compound, Sergeant l{ittleson fearlessly mancU\-ered into his preplanned posi~ 
tion to provide coyering fire for his a(lrnndng element, fully realizing that, 
in doing so, he was completely expo1,rd to nntomatic wenpons fii·e from both 
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tlie pa,;t aml tlie northwest guanl to,vers. ~\.s the initial pltn,;e 0£ the a::;sault was 
accomplished, Sergeant Kittleson then took command of his subelement; 
conrngeously, and with total disregard for his life, maneuvered into the north 
area of the compound; and, using accurate and aggressive rifle fire and move­
ment, immediately neutralized his objectives. Even though he was aware of the 
pos.-.ihility of a counterattack by North Vietnamese forces, Sergeant Kittleson 
ignot·ed thi:3 fact and calmly and deliberately began to search and clear the 
suspected prisoner-maximum-security are:t. Master Sergeant l{ittleson's con­
scious disregard for his personal safety, extraordinary heroism against an 
a rnrnd hostile force, and extreme devotion to duty are in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him and 
the United States Army. 
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