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HEADQUARTERS 
DEPART~IENT OF THE ARMY 

1VAsHINGTON, DC, 934 ill arch 19'11 

AW ARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress 
approved 12 Jnly 1862 (amended by act of 3 :March 1863, net of 9 ,July 1918, 
and act of 25 July 1963), the }Ieclal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity nt the risk of life aLo,·c and beyond the call of dnty is a,Yarded by 
the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Platoon Sergeant Finnis D. Ji c0lee1'JJ, , United States Army, 
who distinguished himself on 14 :.\fay 1968, while serving as Platoon Leader 
of the First Platoon of Company..'.\., 1st Battalion, 6th United States Infantry. 
On that date a combined force ,ms assigned the mission of assaulting a rein­
forced company of North Vietnamese Anny regulars, we11 entrenched on Hill 
352, 17 miles west. of Tam Ky, Quang Tin Prm·ince. As Sergeant JfcCleery led 
his men up the hill and across an open area to close with the enemy, his platoon 
and other friendly elements were pinned down by tremendously heavy fire com­
ing from the fortified enemy positions. Realizing the sen~rc damagr that the 
enemy could inflict on the combined force in the event thnt. their attack was 
completely halted, Sergeant J/ cC'1eay rose from his sheltered position and. 
began a, one-man assault on the bnnker complex. 1Vith extraordinary courage, 
he mond across 60 meters of open ground as hnllrts strnck all arouncl him and 
rockets and grenadrs literally exploded at his feet. _\.she cnme within ~O meters 
of the key enemy bunker, Sergeant. JlcC'leery began firing furiously from the 
hip ancl thrnwing hand grenades. _\.t this point in his assault, he was painfully 
wounded by shrapnrl, lmL with complete clisrcgarrl for his wound, he continued 
his aclrnncc on the key b1111ker and killed all of its oc(:upants. Having success­
fuliy and singlehandedly breached the rn('my pcrimder, he climbed to the top 
of the bunker he had jnst capt11recl and, in foll Yiew of the enemy, shouted en­
couragemrnt to his men to follo,Y his assault. _\.s the friendly forcPs 1110,·ed 
fonvanl, Sergeant .llcCleery began ,t lateral assault on the enemy bunker line. 
He cont.inued to expose himself to the intense enemy fire as he mo,·ecl from 
bnnker to bunker, destroying each in tum. He was wounded a second time by 
shrapnel as he destroyed a. bnnker from which two enemy soldiers were firing 
rockets aml hnrling grenades, but Sergeant J/ cOlee1'y rnliantly continued his 
attack until the friendly forces liacl snccessfully destroyed and routed the 
enemy from the hill. Sergeant. JlrCleay is personally crrditecl with eliminat­
ing several kry rncm~· positions anrl inspiring the assault that resulted in gain­
ing control of Hill :;.i:2. His rxtraorclinary hcmism at the risk of his own life, 
al1orn and l>cyoncl the ca 11 of (lnty, ,ms in keeping with the highest standards 
of the military sctTicc, ancl reflects great credit on him, the .\.mcrican Division, 
and the United States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Anny : 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
M ajo1· General, United States Army, 
The Adjutci1it C/-eneral. 

Distribution : 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, United State3 Army, 
Ohief of Staff. 


