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HEADQUARTERS 
DEP.\.RT:\rE~T OF THE ARMY 

vV.tSUIXGTO)r, DC, f4 ilfarch 19'7_1 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * By direction of the President, under the .T oint Resolution of Congress 
appro,·cd 12 .Tuly 1862 (amendl'cl by act of 3 :\farch 18('i:L act of 0 .Tnly HHS, 
and act of 25 July 1053), the ::\fcdal of Honor for conspicnons gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of lifr nbon' nnrl beyond the call of dnty is awarded by 
the Department of the .\.rmy in the name of Congress to: 

Staff Sergeant (thrn Prirnte First Class) Don J. Jen!.-ins, 
Company A, 2d Battalion, 30th Infantry, 0th Infantry Di,·ision, who dis­
tingnished himsPlf while sc1Ting as a machine gunner on a reconnaissance 
mission in Kicn Phong Prodnce, in thr Republic of Vietnam, on (l ,Janua11· 
l!)(i!)_ 11'hcn his com pnny came under hea "Y crossfire from an enemy complex, 
Sergeant Je11l,·i11s nnhesitatingly rnaneuYerccl forward to a perilously exposed 
position ancl lwgan placing suppressi,·e fire on the enemy. ,Yhen his own 
machine gun jammed, he immediately obtained a rifle and continued to fire 
into tlrn enemy lmnkers until his machine gun ,ms made operative by his 
assistant. He l'xposecl himself to extremely hea,·y fire ,vhen he repeatedly 
both l'an ancl crnwlecl across open tenain to obtain resupplies of ammunition 
nntil he had exhausted all that was arnilaLle for his machine gun. Display­
ing trenwndons presence of mind, he then armed himself ,vith two antitank 
wrnpons and, by himself, maneu verecl through the hostile fusillade to within 
:20 meters of an enemy bunker to destroy that position . .After moYing back 
to the friendly defensi,·e perimeter long enough to secure yet another weapon, 
,t grenade lamH:her, Sergeant .Jenldns 1110\·ecl forward to a position providing 
no prntcction ancl resumed plac:ing accurate fire on the enemy until his am­
mnnition was again exhausted. During this time he was seriously wounded 
by shmpnel. l~ndannted and displaying great courage, he moved forward 
100 meters to aid ,t friendly element that ,ms pinned clown only a few meters 
from the enemy. This he did ,vith complete disregard for his own wound and 
despite ha Ying been ad ,·ised that sHeral preYions rescue attempts had failed 
at the cost of the life of one and the lrounding of others. Ignoring the continu­
ing intense fire and his painful ,votmds, ancl hindered by darkness, he made 
t]ll'(~e trips to tl1c beleaguered unit, each time pulling a wounded comrade back 
to safety. Sergeant .Jenkins' extraordinary valor, dedication, and indomitable 
spirit inspired his fellow soldiers to repulse the cleterminell enemy attack and 
ultimately to cldcat the larger fore<'. His conspicious f!Hllantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of his life reflect great credit upon him, his unit, and the United 
States .Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KENXETH G. 1VICKH.A:i1, 
M ajo1' General, United States A1'my, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12--4 requirements. 

W. C. "'\VEST.MORELAND, 
General, United States Army, 
Chief of Staff. 


