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A WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress 

approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 1Iarch 1863, act of 9 July 1918, 
and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is a,va.rded 
posthumoi1sly by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

First Lieutenant Douqlas B. Fournet, Infantry,· , United St{ttes 
Army, who distin~ished himself by conspicuous ga.llantry and intrepidity in 
action on 4 l\Iay 1968 while serving as rifle platoon leader of the 2d Platoon, 
Company B, 1st Battalion, 7th Cava 1ry, 1st Cn valry Di vision ( Airmobile) in the 
Republic of Vietnam. ·while advancing uphill against fortified enemy positions 
in the A Shau Valley, the platoon encountered intense sniper fire, making move­
ment very difficult. The right flank man suddenly discO\·ered an enemy clnymore 
mine covering the route of advance and shouted a warning to his comrades. 
Realizing that the enemy ,vould also be alerted, Lieutenant F01m1et ordered his 
men to take cover and ran uphill toward the mine, drawing a. sheath knife as he 
approached it. 'With complete disregard for his own safety and realizing. the 
imminent danger to members of his command, he used his body as a shield in 
front of the mine as he attempted to slash the control wires leading from the 
enemy positions to the mine. As lie reached for the wire the mine was detonated, 
ki1ling him instantly. Five men nearest the mine ·were slightly wounded, but 
Lieutenant Fournet's heroic and unselfish act spared his men serious injury or 
death. His gallantry and willing self-sacrifice are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military serdce and reflect great credit npon him, his unit, and 
the United States Army. 
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By Order of the Seoretary ·of the Anny: 

Official: 

KENNETH G. WICKHMI, 
Ma.for 0.eneral, United State's Arrny, 
The Adj-u.tant General. 

Distribution: 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 

1V. C. "'WESTMORELAND, 
Geneml, United States Arm~!': 
OMef of Staff. 


