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ORDERS l HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

vVASHINGTON, DC, 123 April 1970 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * By direction of the President, 1mder the Joint Resolution of Congress 
1pproved 12 July 1862 ( amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918 
and act of 25 July 11}63), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Sergeant William, W. Seay, , United States Army, who dis-
tinguished himself on 25 August 1968 ,vhile serving as a driver with the 62d 
Transportation Company (Medium Truck), 7th Transportation Battalion, 48th 
Transportation Group on a resupply mission near Ap Nhi, Republic of Vietnam. 
The convoy with which he was traveling, carrying critically needed ammu­
nition a11Cl supplies from Long Binh to Tay Ninh, wa:s ambushed by a reinforced 

. battalion of the North Vietnamese Army. As the main elern.ents of the convoy 
entered the ambush killing zone, they were struck by intense rocket, machinegun 
and automatic weapon fires from the ,vell-concealed and entrenched enemy 
force. vVhen his convoy was forced to stop, Sergeant Seay immediately 
dismounted and took a defensive position behind the wheels of a vehicle 
loaded ·with high-explosive ammunition. As the violent North Vietnamese as­
sault approached to within ten meters of the road, Sergeant Seay opened fire, 
killing two of the enemy. He then spotted a sniper in a tree approximately 
seventy-five meters to his front and killed him. y'\lihen m-1 enemy grenade was 
thrown under an ammunition trailer near his position, without regard for his 
own srrfety he le.ft his protective cover, exposing him.self to intense enemy fire, 
picked up the grenade, and threw it back to the North Vietnamese position, 
killing four more of the enemy and saving the lives of the men around him. 
Another enemy grenade landed approximately three meters from Sergeant 
Seciy's position. Again Sergeant Seay left his covered position and threw the 
armed grenade back upon the assaulting enemy. After returning to his position 
he ,Yas painfnlly wounded in the right ,nist; however, Sergeant Seay continued 
to give encouragement and direction to his fellow soldiers. After moving to the 
relative cover of a shallow ditch, he detected three enemy soldiers who had 
penetrated the position and were preparing to fire on his comrades. Although 
,veak from loss of blood and with his right hand immobilized, Sergeant Seay 
stood up and fired his rifle with his left hand, killing all three and saving the 
lives of the other men in his location. As a result of his heroic action, Sergeant 
Seay was morta.lly wom1cled by a sniper's bullet. Sergeant Seay, by his con­
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the cost of his own life, has 
reflected great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Army. 
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By Order of the Seoretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
J.f ajor General, United States Army, 
The .Adjutant General. 

Distribution : 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 

rv. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, United States Army, 
Chief of Staff. 
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