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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress ap­

proved 12 July 1862 (ttmenclecl by act of 3 }farch 1863, act of 9 July 1918 and 
act of 25 July 1963), the }fodal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity 'at the risk of 1ife above and beyond the call of duty is awarded posthu­
mously by the Dep:1rtment of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Staff Sergeant La8zlo Rabel, ••••• United States Army, who 
distinguished himself by conspicuo11s gallantry and intrepidity while serving 
as leader of Team Delba, 74th Infantry Detachment (Long Range Patrol), 
173d Airborne Brigade, d.n Binh Dinh Province, Republic of Vietnam on 13 X o­
vember 1968. At 1000 hours on this date, Team Delta was in a defensive perim­
eter conducting reconnaissance of enemy -trail networks when a member of 
the team detected enemy movement to the front. As Sergeant Rabel and a 
comrade prepared to clear the area, he heard an incoming grenade as it la1~ded 
in the midst of the team.'s perimeter. With complete disregard for his own 
life, Sergeant Rabel threw himself on the grenade nnd, covering it with his 
body, received the complete impact of the immedi1ate explosion. Through his 
indomitable courage, complete disregard for his own safety and profo1md 
concern for his fellow soldiers, Sergeant Rabel averted the loss of life and injury 
to the other members of Team Delta. By his conspicuous galhntry at the cost 
of his own life in the highest traditions of the military service, St,a.ff Sergeant 
Rabel has reflected great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States 
Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

O:fficiwl: 
KENNETH G. \VICKHAM, 
Majo1' General, United States Arm,y, 
The Acljutant Gen~1:al. 

Distribution : 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form. '12-4: requirements. 

W. C .. WESTMORELAND, 
Geneml, United States Anny, . 
Chief of Staff. 
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