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ORDERS I GO 84 

HEADQUARTERS 
DEP .\.RTMENT OF THE ARMY 
,v.\SHINGTON, DC, 1.'B December 1969 

AW ARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * By direction of t::he President, under the ,Joint Resolution of Congress 
approved 12 ,July 1862 (amended Ly uct of 3 ~larch 1863, act of 9 July 1918 
and act of :25 J nly 1968), the :\fed:Ll of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Sergeant First Class Eugene Ashley, J,,., , "C"nited States 
Army, who distinguished himself by conspicuous gaUaiitry and intrepidity 
\\"hile sening witih Detachment A.-'101, Coirqnmy C, 5th Speeial Forces Group 
(Airborne), 1st Special Forces, near Lang Vei Special For<'es Camp in the 
Repnblic of Vietnam. On 6 and 7 February 1968, Sergeant .·hldey was the 
Senior Special Forces .\.clvisor of a hastily organized assa,u.lt force whose mis­
sion was to rescue entrapped l'"nited States Special Forces Advisors at Camp 
Lang Vei. During t'he initial atfack on the Special Forces camp by ~orth 
Vietnamese .\.rmy forces, Sergeant Ashley supported the camp with high ex­
plosirn tu1d illumination mortar Tounds. "\"\r1hen communications ·were lost wit'h 
the main camp, he assumed the additionail responsibility of directing airstrikes 
and artillery support. Sergeant Ashley organized and equipped a. small assault 
force composed of local friendly personnel. During the ensuing bitttle, Sergeant 
Ashley led a total of five vigorous :LSsaults against the enemy, continuously 
exposing '11imself to a voluminous hail of enemy grenades, machinegun and 
automatic weapons fire. Throughout these asstrnlts, he was plagued by numerous 
boobytmpped satchel charges il). all bunkers on his avenue of approach. Dur­
ing his fifth and final assault, 'he adjusted airst.rikes nearly on top of his assault 
element, forcing the enemy to withdraw and resulting in friendly control of 
the summit of the hill. "\Vhile exposing ~1imself to intense enemy fire, he was 
seriously wounded by machinegun fire but continued his mission without regard 
for his personal safety . .After the fift.h assault he lost consciousness and was 
carried from the summit by his comrades only to suffer tt fatal wound when an 
enemy artillery round landed in Hie area. Sergeant Ashley displayed extraor­
dinary heroism in risking his life in a.n attempt to sani theE ,·es of his entrapped 
comrades and commanding officer. His total disregard for his own personal 
safety while exposed to enemy observation :md automatic weapons fire was an 
inspiration to all men committed to the assal1lt. The resolute rnlor with which 
he led five gallant charges placed critical diversionary pressure on the attack­
ing enemy and his va:liant ~fl'o1ts ran-ed a channel in the overpowering enemy 
forces and weapons positions through which the survivors of Camp Lang Vei 
eventually escaiped to freedom. Sergeant Ashley's conspicuous gallrmtry at the 
cost of his own life was in the highest traditions of the military service, and 
reflects great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Offi.ciai: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General, Un-i,ted States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 

W. C. WEST~IORELAND, 
General, United States Army, 
Chief of Staff. 

To he distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 
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