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A WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress 

n.pproved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 Ma.rch 1863, act of 9 ,July 1918 
and act of 25 .Tnly ·1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life a.horn and beyond the eaH of duty is awarded by 
the Depru-tment of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Staff Sergeant Nicky D. Bacon, , Fnitcd ~tates 
Army, who distinguished himself by conspicuous gaunntry and intrepidity 
,Yhile serving as a ,;;quad leader with the 1st Platoon, Company B, ,1th Battalion, 
21st, Infantry, America Division during an operation west of Tam Ky, Repub­
lic of Vietnam, on 26 August 1968. ,vhen Company B came under fire from an 
enemy hunker line to the front, Sergeant Bacon quickly organized his men and 
led them fonvarcl in an assault. He adnmced on a hostile bunker and destroyed 
it with grenades. As he did so, several fellow soldiers, including the 1st Platoon 
leader, were struck by machinegun fire and fell wounded in an exposed position 
fonvard of the rest of the platoon. Sergeant Ba,,011 immediately assumed com­
mand of the platoon ,md assau1ted the hostile gun position, fina11y killing the 
enemy gun crew in a, single-handed effort. ,vhen the 3d Platoon mornd to 
Sergeant Bacon's location, its leader was also wounded. "\Vithout hesitation 
Sergeant Bacon took charge of the additional platoon :tnd continued the fight. 
In the ensuing action he personally killed four more enemy soldiers and si}Qnced 
an antitank weapon. under his leadership arnl example, the members of both 
platoons accepted his authority without question. Continuing to ignore the 
intense hostile fire, he climbed up on the exposed deck of a tank and directed 
fire into the enemy position while several ,vounded men were erncuated . .As a 
result of Sergeant Bacon's extraordinary efforts, his company was able to moYe 
fonrnrcl, eliminate the enemy positions, and rescue the men trapped to the front. 
Sergeant Bacon's conspicuous gallantry at the risk of his o,vn life was in the 
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, 
his unit, and the lfoited States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Offi.ciaJ: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General, United States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution : 

W. C. WESTifORELAND, 
General, United Statea Army, 
Ohief of Staff. 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 
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