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GENERAL ORDERS HEADQUARTERS
3 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 80 WasHinerox, DC, 4 December 1969

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918,
and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded by
the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to:

Sergeant First Class (then Staff Sergeant) Webster Anderson,

* , United States Army, who distinguished himself by con- *
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action while serving as Chief of Section
in Battery A, 2d Battalion, 320th Artillery, 101st Airborne Infantry Division
(Airmobile) against a hostile force near Tam Ky, Republic of Vietnam. During
the early morning hours on 15 October 1967, Battery A’s defensive position
was attacked by a determined North Vietnamese Army Infantry unit supported
by heavy mortar, recoilless rifle, rocket-propelled grenade and automatic weap-
ons fire. The initial enemy onslaught breached the battery defensive perimeter.
Sergeant Anderson with complete disregard for his personal safety mounted
the exposed parapet of his howitzer position and became the mainstay of the

* defense of the battery position. Sergeant Anderson directed devastating direct
howitzer fire on the assaulting enemy while providing rifle and grenade defen-
sive fire against enemy soldiers attempting to overrun his gun section position.
While protecting his crew and directing their fire against the enemy from his
exposed position, two enemy grenades exploded at his feet knocking him down
and severely wounding him in the legs. Despite the excruciating pain and
though not able to stand, Sergeant Anderson valorously propped himself on
the parapet and continued to direct howitzer fire upon the closing enemy and
to encourage his men to fight on. Seeing an enemy grenade land within the
gunpit near a wounded member of his guncrew, Sergeant dnderson, heedless
of his own safety, seized the grenade and attempted to throw it over the parapet
to save his men. As the grenade was thrown from the position it exploded and
Sergeant Anderson was again grievously wounded. Although only partially
conscious and severely wounded, Sergeant dnderson refused medical evacuation
and continued to encourage his men in the defense of the position. Sergeant
Anderson by his inspirational leadership, professionalism, devotion to duty
and complete disregard for his own welfare was able to maintain the defense
of his section position and to defeat a determined enemy attack. Sergeant
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

W. C. WESTMORELAND,
General, United States Army,
Official : Chief of Staf.
- KENNETH G. WICKHAM,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant General.

Distribution :
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12—4 requirements.
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