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HEADQUA.RTERS 
DEPARTl\fEXT OF THE ARMY 
1YAsmxaTm,, DC, 3 December 1969 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the President, under the ,Joint Resolution of Congress 

n,pprm·ed 12 ,July 18(;2 (amended by act. of ,3 l\Iarch 18()3, act of 9 .Tuly 1918, 
and act of 25 ,July 196;3), the l\Iedal of Honor for .conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life above and ',eyond the call of duty is a:warded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Sergeant Gordon D. Yntema, "Cnited States 
Army who distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity on 
16-18 ,fanuary 1968 while assigned to Detachment A-l::n, Company D, 5th 
Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, in the Republic of Viet­
nam. As part of rt larger force of ciYilian irregulars from Crtmp Cai Cai, he 
accompanied two platoons to a blocking position east of the Yillage of Thong 
Binh, where they beclme hen \·ily engaged in :1. small arms firefight with the 
Viet Cong. Assuming control of the force when the Vietnamese commander 
was seriously ,vounded, he adnmced his troops to within fifty meters of the 
enemy bunkers. After a fierce thirty-minute firefight, the enemy forced Serge:mt 
Yntema to withdraw his men to a, trench in order to n.fford them protection and 
still perform their assigned blocking mission. rnder co\·er of machinegun 
fire, approximately one company of Viet Cong manen ,·ered into n. position which 
pinned down the friendly platoons from three sides. A dwindling ammunition: 
supply, coupled with a, Viet Cong mortar barrage which inflicted he:wy losses 
on the exposed friendly troops, caused many of the irregulars to withdra.w. 
Seriously wounded and ordered to withdr:tw himself, Sergeant Yntema refused 
to leave his fallen comrades. C"ncler withering small arms and machinegun fire, 
he carried the wounded Vietnamese commnncler and a modally wounded Amer­
ican Special Forces n.chisor to a small gnlly fifty meters away in order to shield 
them from the enemy fire. Sergeant Yntema then continued to repulse the 
attacking Viet Cong attempting to oYerrun his position until, out of iunmuni­
tion and surrounded, he was offered the opportunity to surrender. Refusing, 
Sergeant Y11tema stood his ground, nsing his rifle as rt club to fight the approxi­
mately fifteen Viet Cong attempting his eaptnre. His resistance w:1s so fierce 
that the Viet Cong were forced to shoot in order to OYercome him. Sergeant 
Yntema's personal brarnry in the face of insurmountable odds and supreme 
self-sacrifi('e were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military senice 
and reflect. the utmost credit npon himself, the 1st SpC'cial Forces, and the 
United States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General, United States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, United States Army, 
Ohief of Staff. 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 
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