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/__THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY). 1. A.ward of the 
Presidential Unit Citation (.Army) by the President of the United States of 
America to the following units of the Armed Forces of the United States is 
confirmed in accordance with paragraph 194:, AR 672-5-1. The text of the cita­
tion, signed by President Richard Nixon, 21 October 1!)69, reads as follows: 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the Cnited States 
and as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the l;nited St,ttes, I ha Ye 
today awarded 

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CIT~\.TIOX (AR\IY) 

FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROIS~I 

TO 

COMPANIES A AND C, 1ST BATTALIOX, 8TH IKFANTRY 

AND THE FOLLOWING .ATTACHED UNITS: 

:MORTAR PLATOON, CO~IPANY E, 1ST BATTALION, 
8TH INFANTRY 

ADVANCE PARTY, 3D K\.TTALIOX, 12TH INFANTRY 

AND 

ADVANCE PARTY, BATTERY B, 6TH BATTALION, 
29TH ARTILLERY, 

4TH INFANTRY DIVISION, T..::NITED STATES AR~IY 

Companies A and C, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry and attached units distin­
guished themselves by extraordinary heroism on 25 and 26 :May 1!)68 while 
engaged iii military operations ag,1inst a numerically superior hostile force at 
Firebase 29 west of Dak To, Republic of Vietnam. The men of this task force 
demonstrated unfaltering courage and the highest degree of professional skill 
in successfully repelling a. massivi:l combined artillery and ground attack by 
an estimated regimental-size :Xorth Vietnamese force, composed of elements of 
the 101st and 95th Regiments with the 120th Sapper Battalion attached. At 
1730 hours, 25 May 1968, the firebase came wider intense enemy artillery, 
mortar and rocket fire. The mortar pb.toon and the 106mm recoilless rifle cre,v 
immedintely initiated counterfi:re. At 2000 hours, enemy sapper squads, despite 
heavy casualties, managed to destroy a section of the barbed wire perimeter. 
Once the defensive wire was breached and several key defensive posit.ions were 
destroyed, North Vietnamese elements launched ,1, three-pronged attack and 
swarmed into the perimeter, managing to take control of six friendly bunkers 
despite heavy resistance from Company C forces and members of two advance 
parties. Moving quickly to the aid of her sister unit, Company A sent a counter-
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attack element to the emba,ttled hilltop. The combined forces mtmaged to halt 
the hostile attack. Even though -vastly outnumbered, the tnsk force fought 
bitterly all night in dose quarters for cont.rol of the vital hilltop. As close-in 
artillery and airstrikes rarngerl enemy forces that massed on the slopes outside 
the perimeter, the de.fenders of the firebase repulsed repe:,ted enemy attempts 
to overrun their positions. Throughout the battle, the enemy ra,ined hundreds 
of rounds of B-10 rockets, 75mm recoilless rifle and 100mm assault gun fire 
on friendly positions ... With the coming of dayli;:rht, the enemy was forced to 
withdraw while suffering heavy losses from :friendly fire. At dn.wn the task 
force bunched a, powerful counterattack which swept the hill of all remaining 
resistance and restored the perimeter. Through their fortitude, superb determi­
nation, and extreme devotion to duty, Companif's A and C, 1st Batta.lion, 8th 
Infantry and attached units rendered n. once-powerful Korth Vietnamese force 
ineffective. Despite the numerical superiority of the enemy and the loss of key 
defensive positions and many personnel early in the battle, the defenders o:f 
the firebase performed their duty in the highest traditions of the military 
service. Their gaUantry and extraordinary heroism reflected great credit on 
themselves, their units and the United States Army. 
2 • .Award of the Presidential Fnit Citation (A11ny) by the President of the 
United States of Amerirn to the following units of the Armed Forces of the 
United States is confirmed in ttccordancc with paragraph 194, AR 672-5-1. The 
text of the citation, signed by President Richard Nixon on 28 Oet.oher 1961) 
reads as follows: 

By Yirtue of the authority ,·csted in mens President of the Cnited Stntrs 
1md as Command(•r in Chief of the ~\rmed Forces of the rnited Stntes, I hnxe 
today awarded 

THE PRESIDENTIAL l:NIT CITATION" (AR'1Y) 

FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROIS1[ 

TO 

THE RECONNAISSANCE PL;\.TOON 

CO:MP ANY E, -!TH BATTALION, aD INF.AXT RY 

11TH INFANTRY BRHi_\DE, A::\IEHIC.\L DIVISION 

GNITED STA TES AIUIY 

The Reconnaissance Platoon,. Company E, 4th Battalion, 3d Infantry, 
11th Infantry Brigade distinguished itself by extraordinary heroism in action 
against a hostile force near the hamlet of Phuoc Loe, Quang N gai, Republic of 
Vietnam on 6 and 7 September 1968. The platoon of 27 men ,..,.as conducting 
a, combat sweep operation on 6 September when it became engnged with a 
battalion-size enemy force entrenched in fortified defensirn positions. Exposed 
to the heavy automatic weapons and small arms fire from the estimated 400-man 
enemy force, the men of the Reconnaissance Platoon gallantly fought against 
the numerical odds and established defensiYe perimeters. ::'\Iaintaining their 
position integrity, men of the platoon, with complete disregard for their own 
safety, braved the heavy fire to bring their fallen comrades within the perim­
eters. Although under heavy fire and repeated attacks from the enemy, the 
men of the Reconnaissance Platoon valorously held their positions, directed 
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airstrikes and artillery fires on the enemy positions, and repulsed all enemy 
efforts to overrun their defenses. The platoon was able to engage the enemy 
force until reinforcements arrived during the ea,rly morning hours of 7 Septem­
ber. A sweep of the battlefield on the morning of 7 September revealed that the 
Reconnaissance Platoon had killed 48 enemy soldiers. Intelligence from cap­
tured prisoners indicated that the enemy force had suffered 88 casualties, 
rendering it ineffecti rn as a fighting force. The Reconnaissance Platoon is 
credited ,vith spoiling an impending attack on the city of Quang Ngai by dis­
covering and innfrting heavy losses on one of the key enemy forces poised 
for attack, thereby sparing free world forces and the populnJion of the city of 
Quang Ngai 1m1ch loss of life, equipment and personal property. The heroic 
actions of the men of the platoon aided in the defeat of major enemy forces 
which had been poised for attacks on the major cities of Quang N gai Province. 
The gallantry and devotion to duty of the men of the Reconnaissance Platoon, 
against numerically superior enemy forces, arc in keeping ,Yith the highest 
traditions of the Lnited States Army and reflect great credit upon themselves 
and the Armed Forces of the rnited States. 
/l __ MERITORlOUS UNIT C01HMENDATION. 1. By direction of the 
Secretary of the Army, under the prol'isions of pitmgraph 20:\ .\R 672-5-1, 
the Meritorious Fnit Commendation is awarded to the following units of the 
United States Army for exceptionally meritoriou-s achievement in the 
performance of ontshlnding service during the period indic,tted: 

HE-\DQLARTERS . .:\XD HEADQl7ARTERS COlIPAXY1 XXIV 
CORPS AND .ASSIGNED .\XD .\TTACHED t'SITS: 

HEADQFARTERS XXD HEADQUARTERS BATTERY, CORPS 
ARTILLERY (PROVISIOX.-\L) 

J,HLIT.\RY INTELLIGl~XCE DETACHlIEXT (PROVISIONAL) 

PUBLIC IXFOR~IATION DETACHMENT (PROVISIONa\.L) 

31ST MILITARY HISTORY DETACHMENT (ORDER OF BATTLE) 

33D CHEMICAL DET.ACIL\IE:NT (CBR CENTER) 

PROYISIONAL TRANSPORTATION CO:\IPANY (CAR) 

with citation as follo,rs: 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, XXIV Corps (Formerly Pro­

visional Corps Vietnam) is cited for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services during the period ~fo,rch 1968 to October 
1968. Since being f\,divated on 10 :March ll)68 during a, period of intense hostile 
activity, the officers and men of Headquarters and Headquarters Company 
have worked untiringly in support of the Free World ~Iilitary Assistance 
forces in combating the Communist insurgency. Upon actin1.tion shortly after 
the fierce, fighting of the Tet offensives, the unit persOI~nel assumed operational 
control of all l'nited States Forces in the Northern I Corps Tactical Zone. 
Through the dedicated efforts of n,ll personnel, the indi\·idnal offices :md sec­
tions were promptly organized to provide the maximum eomm,md support 
and insure continuance of present operations and commencement of pl:mning 
operations on the scheduled date. During this period, the assigned personnel 
coordinated and directed the efforts of the United States and Vietnamese forces 
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in conducting such major operations as PEGASUS, DELA WARE, THOR 
and SOMERSET PLAIN. These multidivisional efforts have resulted in denial 
of enemy havens and strongholds, destruction of their political infrastructure 
and support caches and maintenance of the momentum of the counterinsurgency 
effort. ContinuaJly analyzing vast quantities of intelligence information and 
operational reports, numerous innovations in combitt tactics 1m.ve been devel­
oped and adopted. Working closely with subordinate units, all members of the 
organization demonstrated an outstanding ability to coordinate di versified 
activities and identify the basic elements of a number of difficult situations, 
forcefully initiating actions which ornrcame seemingly insurmountable ob­
staoles. :Members of Headquarters a,nd Headquarters Company, XXIV Corps 
implemented medical assistance, ciYic action and cidl affairs programs in con­
junction with similar 'projects established by the Gornrnment of Vietnam. 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, XXIV Corps distinguished itself 
by excelli:Jg in all undertakings. The outstanding leadership, exceptional 
organizational talents and multiple achiernrnents of the unit made a .-ital con­
tribution to the cause of freedom in the Republic of Vietnam. The unit's out­
standing service was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflects distinct credit upon the personnel of Headquarters and 
Headquarters Company, XXIV Corps and the 'Cnited Sta,tes Army. 
2. By direction of the Secrefary of the Army, under the prodsions of para­
graph 203, AR 672-5-1, the :VIeritorious Unit Commendation is a.warded to 
the following unit of the United States Army for exceptionally meritorious 
achievement in the performance of outstanding ser.·ices during the period 
indicated: 

THE 106TH GEXERAL HOSPITAL, U:NITED STATES AR:VlY 
lfEDICAL COM:.\L\..~D, ,JAPAN 

with citation us follows : 

The 106th General Hospital, United States .Army ::\Iedical Command, 
Japan, is cited for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance 'Of 
outstanding services in support of medical citre for patients evacuated from 
the Republic of Vietnam during the period December 1965 to December 1968. 
Demonstrating extraordinary determination and dedication, the unit received, 
treated, and erncuated over 24,000 casualties from the Vietnam conflict, con­
tinually demonstrating outstanding professio1ml competence and insuring the 
highest standards of patient care. The exemplary perseverance and devotion 
of the members of the unit were especially noteworthy during the several 
offensive campaigns, when the number of casualties received increased signifi­
cantly, placing n, tremendous burden on the ca,pn.bilities of the hospital. 
Through adaptations of logistical and personnel requirements, the unit ,v-as 
able to continue to pro,·ide continuity of patient care. SignifkRnt among the 
many accomplishments of the hospital was the work performed by the 
Hospittil's S1)€cial Burn rnit which receiYed the majority of all military burn 
injuries f,rom Southeast Asia. The <>are provided and innovative procedures 
developed resulted in a. major decre'ase in the mortality previously experienced 
with burn injuries. The oyerall professional proficiency and dedication to duty 
demonstrated by the ·members of the 106th General Hospital in providing off­
shore medical support for the military operations in the Republic of Vietnam 
are in kP-eping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect 
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distinct credit upon every member of the hospital and tJ1e Army Medi~ 
Department. 
3. By direction of the Secretary o:f the Army, under the provisions of para­
gra.ph 203, AR 672-5-1, the Meritorious Unit Commenda,tion is 1twarded to the 
following unit of the United States Army for exceptionally meritorious 
achievement. in the performance of outstanding services during the period 
indicated: 

THE 249TH GENER.AL HOSPITAL, UNITED STATES ARMY 
:MEDICAL COMM.A.ND, J A.PAN 

with citation as follows: 
The 249th General Hospital, United States Army ~Iedica.1 Command, 

Japan, is cited for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of 
outstanding services by providing definitive medical t.reatment for patients 
evacuated :from the Republic of Vietnam to Japan for the period December 
1965 through Mnrch 1969. Using the personnel a,nd equipment allocated to a 
TOE general hospital, the unit has clearly demonstrated its superior initiative 
and ability in providing se1Tices which would normally be expected only of 
a large class II hospital permanently stationed in the continental United States. 
The :fact that the hospital began treating patients only thirteen cla.ys after its 
a,rri val in J :..pan clea,rly demonstrates the high esprit de corps and caliber of 
the hospital staff. The extremely low number of deaths, 0.2 percent, when com­
pared with the hirge number of patients treated is indeed -a, mark of excellence 
to Le envied by units with tL similar mission. The gra,nd total of 26,7:36 pittients 
treated during such a, short period of time is a, tribute to the out,tandi11g and 
meritorious achievement of the entire unit and reflects great credit on every 
member of the hospital staff, the Army 1fedical Department, and the United 
States Army. 
4. By direction of the Secretary of the Army, under the provisions of para­
graph 203, AR 672-5-1, the :Meritorious Gnit Commendation is awarded to 
the following units of the United States Army for exceptionally meritorious 
achievement in the performance of outstanding service during the period 
indicated: 

THE 245TH SUPPLY .AND SERVICE BATTALION 
AND ASSIGNED UNITS: 

HEADQUARTERS AND HEADQUARTERS COMPANY, 
245TH SUPPLY AND SERVICE BATTALION 

58TH SUPPLY CO:MPANY 

185TH SUPPLY COMP ANY 

237TH COLLECTION, CLASSIFICATION AND SALVAGE COMPANY 

339TH SUPPLY CO)IPANY 

34-0TH SUPPLY COJIP.ANY 

5,1:lST SUPPLY CO~IPA~T 
with citittion as follows : 

The 245th Supply a.nd Service Bn.tta.lion and assigned units distinguished 
itself by exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding 
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services in support of military operations in Southeast Asia during the period 
1 January 1967 to 31 December 1ih:i8. During this period, the 245th Supply and 
Service Battalion and assig11ed units provided personnel and equipment sup­
port to the Directorate for Supply Oper:ltions, 2d Logistical Command, which 
was responsible for proviJing ultra-responsirn logistical support to military 
forces in the Republic of "'i_Tietn:1m. AdditionaUy, the 2+5th Supply and Service 
Battalion and assigned units estr,blish,,d a commendable record for a low dis­
ciplinary rate, high morale and numerous achievcme:1.ts. This performrrnce was 
in keeping with the highest tra<litions and reflects great credit upon the 2d 
Logistical Comm:m<l, the 1-:-nited States ~\..r!ny Ryukyu Islands, the l7nited 
States A.rmy Pacific and the Department of the Arrdy. 
5. By direction of the Secretary of the Army, under the pro\·is~ons of para­
gr-11,ph 203, .AR 612-5-1, the Meritorious Unit Commendation is ·awarded to 
the following unit of the United States A:::my for exceptionally me•ritorious 
achievement in the per form,:nce of outstanding sen·ices during the period 
indicated: 

THE 500TH MILITARY INTELLIGEXCE GROCP 
UNITED STATES ARMY, PACIFIC 

with citation ,1s follows: 

The 300th }lilitary Intelligence Group, United States Army, Pacific, is 
cited for exceptionally meritorious cond1~ct in the performance 0£ out3tanding 
se.rvices in support of military operntions in the Pacific Command during the 
period 1 Janua.ry 1!)68 t-0 15 !\fay 19fi\J. The members of this unit demonstrated 
exceptional pr·ofessional com;_wterwc in providing timely a.nd valuabh) responses 
to pl'iority int~lligence rec1uirr;w~nt<:; related to th:, Vidntlm co11flict-. Its per­
formancl"1 wl!s espedally note,Yorthy ir. id<·nti-fying t~nited States prisoners and 
their lo-.3ations in hostile territory. The Gr0up abo pro\·ide signifkant reporting 
on Communist China's cap:ihility to support North Vietnam "·hich received 
praise from ~-\..ssistant Chief of Staff, G-~, United Statk's Army, Pacific, during 
\fay of 1968. Tl1e Group's total output for lDnS was 7,754 intelligence reports, 
an increase of more than :2,000 intelligence reports over the annual production 
supported for the previous three yea.rs. Much of this increased production sup­
ported the "C"nited Sta.tes military effort ngainst North Vietnam. The unit 
responded with Pxemplary professionalism to :N"ntional-level strategic intel­
lige.nce requirements during 1968. The 0ntstan<ling accomplishments and 
devotion to duty displayed by members of the iiOOth ~Iilita,ry Inte.lligence 
Group are in keeping with the highest tr:1diti0ns of the militarJ service and 
reflect distinct credit on themselrns nnd the United States Army. 
6. By direction of the Secretary vi the .\..rmy, under tl1e ·prodsions of para.­
graph 203, AR 67:2-5-1, the ~foritorious Unit Commendation is awarded to the 
fellowing unit of the Vnited States Army for exceptionally meritorious achieve­
ment in the pciriormance of outsttrnding services during the period indicated: 

THE -106TH )lEDICAL LABOR~\TORY, UNITED STATES .AR~lY 
nIEDICAL CO::\DfAND JAPAN" 

with citation as follows: 
The '106th )foJical Labor:1-tory, United ~tates Army )ledical Command 

Japan, is cited for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of 
outstanding laborutory services in- support of patient care for patients medically 
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evacuated from Vietnam to United States Forces hospitals located in ,Japan, 
developing medical research proj8cts of vital importance to patient care, and 
operating the Pacific Comrn:-.nd ·whole Biood Program in din~ct support of 
the military conflict in the Republic of Vietnam for the period :May 1965 
through )fay 19fi9. The -J:06th :;\[edirnl Laboratory is a unique laboratory, the 
only one of its kind assigned ,:eITice :incl research missions and operational 
responsibility of the Pn.cific Command ·whole Blood Progrnm in the Pacific 
area. As a result of the buildup of Ui1ited States Forces in the Republic of 
Vietnam and the movement of hospita,l facilities from the cm,tinental UnitP,d 
States to Japan, the htborat,"'ry experienced a tr,~mi::ndous expansio:1 d mission 
requirements. Although tlrn hboratory was critically understatled, most depart-' 
mcnts became operatio:.rni on a i-day-per-week basis and personnel ·worked 
consistently bebveen 56 and 65 l1ours per ,veek to :1ccomplish the increrrsed 
demands for laboratory scn·ice. The successful accomplishment of this mission 
is attributed directly to the sclflesi; ckvotion to duty, skill, compE12;::•~e, profes­
sional knowledge, and ',Yhole-hearted cooperation of the members of tLc 406th 
~1edical Laboratory. This is ar, :;chieYement of great imporLancc,, since '.t reflects 
the quantity and quality of lnliorntory performance in support of militi~ry 
operations in the Rermblic of "\'"if:tliam. Personnel of this unit ha--;e truly dis­
tinguished themseln,s in contribnti.n,; to the s11cc<:ssfol implementation :ind 
operation of the Pacific Command '1Yhole Blood Progr:1m. Under extreme pres­
sures, critica1 shorU,ge of personnel und time limitatioas, they ha n· responded 
with speed and effkiency to meet t.he incre:,sing routine and emergency rr1uirc­
ments for whole blood in the Republic of Vietnam. Through the inge,mity of 
laboratory personnel, a styrofoam insert together with a ,,u·dboarcl container 
was de\·eloped to facilitate shipment of ·.y]101e blood to the R,:pnblir of Vietnam. 
This unit has directed medical rcsrarch ,mtl deYelopment (:ndearnrs to the more 
complex disease problems affecting Fnited State-, per:oonnel in Southeast Asia 
and has established an illustrious record of achieYerr:ents in the fields of scien-::e 
and medicine. )femhers of this unit ha rn m,lcle significant contriontions in 
developing new drngs and devising b!:ltter methods of pre,·enting, r:ontrolling 
and treating diseases preYalent i!1 Southeast -\sia. Successful arcomplishment 
of the missions of the -!06th :.\Iedi:>al Laborat<;ry is a trit.Juk to th;~ ont-standin::; 
achievement of the entire 1mit nncl reflects f!'l'Pat cre1lit on ,wr~ry n,~ml1er of the 
406th Medical Laboratory, the ~\.nny )foclical SetTice :n1tl the Fnitcd States 
Army. 
11/ __ PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION. Paragraph :2, Section VI, DA 
General Orders 59, 1969, pertr.ining to award of the Presidential Unit Citation 
(Army) to the 716th MiEtary Police Baittalion and its attached units, is 
revoked. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army : 

Officia)l: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General,, United State8 Army, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, United States Army, 
Ohuf of Staff. 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Fonn 12-4 requirements. 
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