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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONO.R 

* * * By direction 0£ the President, under the Joint Resolutio11 0£ Congress 
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act 0£ 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918, and 
act of 25 ,July 1VG3), the :Medal 0£ Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded post­
humously by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Chaplain (.Major) Charles J. lVatters, United States Army, 
Company A, 173d Support Battalion, 173d ~\.irborne Brigade, who distin­
guished himself by gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life during an 
assault in the vicinity of Dak To, Republic of Vietnam~ on l!) Xovember 1967. 
Chaplain lV atters was moving with one of the companies when it engaged a 
heavily armed enemy battalion. As the battle raged and rhe casualties mounted. 
Chaplain "Watters, with complete disregard for his own safety, rushed forward 
to the line of contact. Unarmed and completely exposed, he mm·ed among, as 
well as in .front o.f, the advancing troops, giving aid to the woundc-d, assisting in 
their evacuation, giving words of encouragement, and administering the last 
rites to the dying. 1v11en a wounded paratrooper was standing in shock in front 
of the assaulting forces, Chaplain lVatters ran forward, picked the man up on 
his shoulders an<l carried him to safety. As the troopers battled to the first 
enemy entrenchment, Chaplain lV atters ran through the intense enemy fire to 
the front of the entrenchment to aid a fallen comrade. A short time later, the 
paratroopers pulled back in preparation for a second assault. Chaplain Watters 
exposed himself to both friendly and enemy fire between the two forces in order 
to recover two wounded soldiers. Later, when the battalion was forced to pull 
back into a, perimeter, Chaplain Watters noticed that sevrral wounded soldiers 
were lying outside the newly formed perimeter. 'Without hesit:,tion and ignor­
ing attempts to restrain him, Chaplain lV atters left the perimeter three times in 
the £ace of smnll arms, automatic weapons, and mortar fire to cany and to assist 
the injured troopers to safety. Satisfied that all of the wounded were inside the 
perimeter, he began aiding the medics--applying field bandages to open wounds, 
obtaining and serving food and water, and giving spiritual and mental strength 
and comfort. During his ministering, he moved out to the perimeter from posi­
tion to position, redistributing food and water and tending to the needs of his 
men. Chaplain lYatters was giving aid to the wounded when he himself was 
mortally wounded. Chaplain lV atius' unyielding perseverance and selfless devo­
tion to his comrades were in keeping with the highest traditions of the United 
States Army. 

* * * 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 



GO 71 

By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
llfajor General, United States Anny, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution : 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, Vnited States Army, 
Chief of Staff. 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4: requirements. 


