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Section 

)IERITORIOrs rXIT cmr:-.mxD.\TIOX______________________________________ I 

)!ERITORIOl'S rxrr cmc:.mXP..\ TIOX-DA no ..J.8. lDGS, 42, 1!)6fl, amended____ II 
vn;TX..\)fESE CROSS OF G.\J,LAXTRY WITH PAL)I-DA r;o ;:;n, rnnn. amendecL III 
VIE'l:X.\:\l C.Drl'.\IGX l'ARTICIPATIOX CREDIT-DA GO ;:iJ, lOOfl, nmended____ IY 

I__MER/1'0RlOUS UNIT COMJfENDATION. By tlirrction of tht> ~eere­
tary of the Army, under the prodsions of paraµ:raph 20:\ .\R (;72-i:i-1 1 the 
}Ieritorions Cnit Commendation is amtrded to the follmvinµ: units of the 
United States .\.rmy for excPption:1lly meritorious n.chie\·ement in the perform­
ance of outstanding sen ice during the periods inc1icn.tec1: 

1. THE .iTH IL\TT.\.LIOX ( .\. r-ro::\f.\.TIC WE.\POXS) (SELF PRO­
PELLED), 2D ARTILLERY, its assigned and attached nnits: 

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, ;"\th Rlttalion, :2fl .\.rtillery 
Battery~\, 5th B:1ttalion, 2d .\.rti11ery 
Bn.ttery B, i:ith Battalion, 2d Artillery 
Battery C, ;'}th Battalion, 2d .\rtillery 
Battery D, ,3th Battalion, 2d Artillery 
Battery I, 20th Artillery 
Battery D, 71st .\rtillery 

The citation rends as follows: 

The 5TH B.ATTALIOX (XCTO~L\TIC ,YE.\POXS) (SELF PTIO­
PELLEDL 2D .\RTILLERY. it,:; a,:;signed and .,ttad1ed units distinguished 
themseh·es in snpport of military operation;; in the l:epublie of Yiernam dnrin:,r 
the period 5 .April HHi7 to ;:10 :Septemlie1· lDGi'. Thro11gho11t the perioct the 
officers and men of the unit exhibited determined n'sonreefulnes:" ,rnd marked 
aggressin•ness in pro\·idin:r support for marn!u,·er elements in oyer eighty major 
combrrt operations. ,vith their exceptional \'el'~:ttility and flexibility of anto­
matic weapons, the personnel in the rnried elements of the battalion operated 
simultaneously in as many as forty-three taetieal locations o,·er a 1+,000 s<iuare 
mile area, performing cfo·erse armored ,·a rn I ry missions ,,·ith gre,\t efficiency and 
effectiveness. By rapidly responding tn ehanging tactical requirements, the men 
of the 5TH B.\TTALIOX, 2D .\RTII,LERY ensured the highest caliber of 
suppot't for the large influx of infantry troops mo,·ed to the II Field Force 
area of operations to ronnter the enemy's Hln8 TET Offensin•. Showing concern 
for the needs of the local popnl:tce, they suceessfnlly established a base camp 
:Medical Ci,·ic .\dion program prodtling daily expert medical treatment to 
Vietnamese adults and children. Thr011gh their pi·ofessionn1 competence, singu­
lar initiatin: and unrelenting perse,·erance, the men of the unit mn.terinlly 
adrnnced the free ,rnrkl strnggle against Comnmnist aggTession in the Repnhlic 
of Vietnam. The remarkable prnli,·ie1wy and derntion to dnty di;;pl:tyed hy the 
members of the ;>TH JL\.TT.ALIOX. :!D .\.RTILLERY are in keeping with 
the highest traditions of the military sen-ice and reflect distinct credit npon 
them and upon the Armed Forces of the Fnited St,,tes. 
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2. THE 5TH SPECIAL FORCES GR0l7P (AIRBORNE), 1ST SPECIAL 
FORCES, its ,1ssigned and attached units: 

Headquarters ancl Headquarters Company, 5th Special Forces Group 
Company A, ;'"ith Special Forces Group 
Company B, :ith Special Forces Group 
Company C, :ith Special Forces Group 
Company D, 5th Special Forces Group 
Signal Company. :\th Special Forces Group 
Special OpPration All_gmentation, 5th Special Forces Group 
21st :'.Iilitary History Detachment 
:nst EngineE>r J)etachnwnt 
251st Signal Detachment 
-!Sith Signal Detachment 
522d Sig-nr1l Detachment 
i5-!0th Signal Detachment 
,)8;:ith :\Iilitary Intelligence Detachment 
588th :\filitary Intelligence Detachment 
6H,th :\[ilitary Intelligence Detachment 
620th 1Iilitary Intelligence Detachment 
630th :\Iilitary Intelligence Detachment 
6:nst :\Iilitary IntE>llig:ence Detachment 
(t1>~d :\Iilitary Intellig-E>nce Detachment 
60-Hh :\Iilitary Intelligenrr Detachment 
641st :\Iilitary Intrlligence Detachment 
701c1 :\Iilitary Intelliµ:ence Detachment 
-:1:o:1c1 Ra(lio Rrsrarch Special Operations Detachment 
Epidemiological Snn·ey Team 

The citation reads as follows: 
The .iTH SPECL\L FORCES Ci-ROl~P (.\.IRBORXE), 1ST SPECIAL 

FORCES. its assigned and attached units distinguished themsehes in support 
of military operations in the Repnblic of Vietnam during the period 31 .Janu­
ary 1!)6S to ::1 December urns. The officers and men of the group <lemonstrated 
the highest standards of professional soldiering in the outstanding performance 
of myriad complex tasks throughout the entire theater. Engaged in numerous 
strategic combat operations, they successfully trained and led Vietnamese 
Special Forces and Cidlian Irregular Defense Group personnel in the accu­
mulation of vital information concerning e1wmy activity, the denial of large 
geographicn I areas and infiltration routes to hostile forces and the destruction 
of enemy hnxens and huuker complexes. By maintaining a most sophisticated 
intelligence network organizing ,:Go Teams'' and utilizing Roi Chanhs and 
refugees, the men of the ,)TH SPECIAL FORCES GROFP provided rnluable 
intelligence information to .\llied forces and .\rmy of the Republic of Viet­
nam nnits. Through their personal im·olnment with numerous (:i\·ic Action 
projects ancl their fine coordination of psycholog-ical operations with many 
foreign and domestic agencies, the local popnlarr gained confidence in their 
go\·ernment to prO\·ide them with sen-ices an1l aid in time of need. "With un­
relenting perseYerence and singular initiati\-e, they significantly advanced the 
free wol'ld struggle against Communist ng-gression in the Republic of Vietnam. 
The remarkable proficiency and derntion to dnty displayed by the members of 
the 5TH SPECIAL FORCES GROUP are in keeping with the highest tradi--
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tions of military senice and reflect distinct credit upon them and upon the 
~\.rmed Forces of the rnited States. 

3. THE 7TH BATTALIOX, l>rl'H .\RTILLERY 
The citation reads as follows: 

The 7TH BATTALIOX, 13TH ARTILLERY distinguished itself in 
support of military operations in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 
9 No\·ember HHiG to ;31 December 1968. The officers and men of the unit demon­
strated marked nggressiYeness, consum11H1te knowledge and professional skill in 
providing critical fire suport to rnited States, .\rmy of the Republic of Viet­
nam and Free 'iYorkl :'.\filitnry .\ssistance forces throughout the II Corps Tac­
tical Zone. Despite limited resources and extremely haznrdons conditions, they 
frequently functioned in a dire<·t snpport role and employed r,1pid and accurate 
firepower to aid .:\.Hied !rnrnenyer forces en.~aged in Operations :'.\fEXG HO 7, 
THAYER II. PERSHIXG, PERSHIXG IL P.\.TRICK, VELVET I-L-\JI-
11ER, and COCHISE. To i11crense the effeetinmess of mutna1 tire support, the 
members of the 7TH JL\.TTALIOX, 1:rrH ARTILLERY established and 
maintained dose liaison 1Yith Army of the Republic of Yietnam batteries: 
vigorously particip,\te1l in the .\ssocinte Battery Program and pro\·ided 
expert. instrnction to Re)!innal Forces/Popnlnr Forces personnel in ohsened 
fire procedures. Showing coneern for the Vietnamese people, they selflessly 
derntecl time and materials to :'.\fe(lira1 ('iYi1· Adion Programs land II which 
contrihntecl immensely to the hra1th, ednration anrl e(·Onomir net>ds of the local 
popnlacP. Through their eom·n~teons efforts, outstanding- initiatiYe arn1 unrelent­
ing pers<>n~rance, the men of the unit. materially adrnnced the free world 
struggle against Communist aggression in the Republic of Yietnam. The re• 
markable proficiency and derntion to duty disphyed hy the members of the 
7TH BATT.\.LIOX, vrn-I ~\.RTILLERY are in kreping with the highest 
trnditions of the military sen·ice and reflect cfo,tinet credit upon them ;rnd upon 
the Armed Forces of the rnited States. 

4. HEADQl-:-ARTERS .\XD HEADQC\.RTERS CO~IP.:\XY. ;1tiTH EX­
GINEER GROUP (COXSTRrCTIOX) 
The citation reads as follows: 

HE.\.DQU-ARTERS .AXD HEADQUARTERS CO:'.\IPAXY, :~5TH 
ENGINEER GROrP (COXSTRl!CTIOX) diatingnished itself in support 
of military operations in the Republic of Vietnam during the period 1 Septem­
ber 1967 to :31 ,fanunry 1969. The officers and men of the company demonstrated 
unusual resourcefulness ,md technical expertise in prO\·iding excellent engineer­
ing support throughout the II Corps 'foctical Zone. Exercising co1nmand nnd 
control of up to seven battalions and ten separate companies dispersed o\·er an 
:trea in excess of 14,000 scinare miles, the personnel of the unit manifested 
exceptional foresight and dynamic leadership in g-niding subordinate units to 
unparalleled 1e\·els of effecti,·eness and engineering professionalism. The mem­
bers of HK\.DQF.ARTERS .AXD HEa\.DQC\RTERS CO:\IPAXY, :35TH 
ENGIXEER GROrP (COXSTIUTTIOX) initiated, dereloped ,rncl coordi­
nated e.xtensfre. lines of communications ,rnd road opening programs which 
encompassed many major arteries throu~hont the eoasta1 are,l of the II Corps 
Tactical Zone. Their aggressi\·e netions nnd rapid response to <:riticnl require­
ments imposed by the 1968 TET Offen,,irn were significant in rebuilding facili­
ties at Phan Rang, Da Lat, Xha Trang and Tuy Hoa. This vigorous construction 
program denied the enemy a tactical adv:mt,,ge and i:ontribnted greatly to the 
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outstanding con1bat succe,-;ses e11joyed by field ,·onm1:mders. Through their 
unrelenting perse\·ern11ce, singnlnr iuitiati1·e and consumnrnte kn(rn·leclgP of 
engineering concepts, the nnifs members contrihnted immeasurably to the free 
world strugg-le against Communist aggression in thP Repnhlic of Vietnam. The 
remarkable proficiency and derntion to duty displayed by the men of HE.\D­
QF.ARTERS .\.XD HK\DQrARTERS CO:\IP.\.XY, :tiTH EXCrIXEER 
GROrP (COXSTRCC'TIOX) am in keeping with the highe,-t traditions of 
the military serYice antl reflect clistinct crNlit upon them and npon thP .Armed 
Forces of the rnited States. 

5. THE 8-!TH EXGIXEER BA.TT.\.LIOX (COXSTRrCTIOX) and its 
attached units: 

51:3th Engineer Company (Dump Truck) (1 XoYember 1967 to }:j Sep­
tember 1968) 

5~6th Engineer Platoon (Port Constrnction) (1 ,July 106F: to :u Decem­
ber 1968) 

The citation reads as follo"·s: 
The R!TH EX(HXEER BATTALIOX (('OXSTRTTTIOX) ancl its 

attached units clistingnished themselws in support of military operation;; in 
the Republic of Vietnam during the period 1 Xoycmber 1%7 to :n Dt·c·cmber 
inn:,:;. '\Yith personal rledirntion and professional competenr:e, the offiC'ers nnd 
men of the battalion prO\·i<led excellent eng-ineering support to free world mili­
tary assistance forces throughout the II Corps Tactical 7.one. The determined 
efforts and unique resourcefulness of all assignecl personnel Pnab1ed them to 
sucC'essfully complete their engine0ring missions despite se,·ere logistical ob­
stacles imposed by hea,·y monsoon rains anrl a hostile em·ir01unPnt. Significant 
among thf\ numerous accomplishments of the members of thP f;.J.TH EXGI­
XEER BATTALIOX (C'OXSTRTTTIOX) was the exprrnsion of a ,·ital 
ammunition snpply point ancl the deHlopnwnt of the Sea-Lane! Cont:1in1•r,;hip 
Sen-ice Terminal at Qui Xhon, completion of a sophisticate1l antomatic data 
processing S}~stems building at Long :\Iy and stmteg-i,: repair and impron·ment 
of o\·er 100 miles of main higlnrny along the coastal area. Through their un­
relenting perse1·eranee: singular initiatin~ ,uHl consummate knowlecl;re of engi­
neering concepts, the unit's meml1ers contrihntecl immeasnrahly to the free 
world strnggle against Communist af:gression in the Republic of Vietnam. 
The remarkable proficiency ,md derntion to duty displayed by the members of 
the S-!TH EXGIXEER B.\.TT.\.LIOX (COXSTRTTTIOX) are in keeping 
\Yith the highest traditions of the military sen-ice and reflect distinct credit 
upon them and upon the .\rmed Forces of the rnited States. 

ll__MERITORIOUS UNIT COMMENDATION. 1. Paragraph 10~ Section 
II, DA General Orders -4:8, 1968, pertaining: to the award of the :\Ieritorious 
Unit Commendation to the 12th .\\·intion Group its assigned ancl attached 
units, is amended to add the words, "1 February 1067 to :n Decemb<:'r 106F, 
after the :3,35th A ,·iation Company. 

2. Paragraph 17, ~ection II, D.\. General Orders 4:S, l!)(iS. pert:tininµ- to the 
award of the :\Ieritorious 'Cnit Commendation to the :{4:th General Support 
Group (.Airr,raft :\faintenance and Supply) its assig:11Pd and attached units, is 
amended to add the words, ··1 December 1966 to :n Oetoher l!)fi7'', after Head­
quarters and Headquarters Company, 14th Transportation Battalion. 
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3. Paragraph 22, Section II, DA General Orders -:1:8, W68, pertaining to the 
invard of the :Meritorious Unit Commendation to the 17:3d Airborne Brigade 
(Separate) its assigned and attached units, as reads: "3:~5th Ah-mobile Com­
pany (Formerly Company A, 82d ~hiation Battalionr', is mnendecl to read: 
"Company A, 82d A Tiation Battalion ( for the period 1 August 1966 to 31 
January 1967)". 

4. Paraµ:rnph 11, Section Y. D.\. General Orders -:1:2, 1969, as ,tmended by Sec­
tion III, D~\. General Orders ;rn, 19HD, pertaining to the award of the :}forito­
rions Unit Commendation to the ;35th Land Clearing Phtoon, as reads, "The 
:>5th Land Clearing Platoon, !):}7th Engineer Group (Combat)'', is amended to 
read, ":35th Engineer Phttoon (Lancl Clearing), :::5th Engineer Battalion 
(Combat)''. 

5. Paragraph 11, DA Genernl Orders -1-8, l!Hi!l, pertaining- to the a ward of the 
Meritorious Fnit Commendation to the fl2d 1Iilitary Police Battalion and its 
assigned units: is amended to ,idd the words~ ·'l .fonwu·y lflfiK through :10 Sep­
tember liHi8", :tfte1: :moth )Iilitary Poliee Cmnpany. 

11/ __ VIETNAJIESE CROSS OF GALLANTRY WITH PALM. 1. Parn­
/!rnph :!, ~p,•tion III, D.\. General Onle1;s ,W. lHGil, pertaininµ- to the :lward of 
the Vietnamese Crm,s of (h1lantry \dth P.tlm to the 1st Cn.rnlry Didsion (.Air• 
mobile) its as:;igned :uul atta('het1 units. is amended to add the words.'':) .August 
llHi;"S thmng:h 1:: Xo,·emher l!lf;:i and 17 Xon•rnber l!)fi,"S through rn ~lay rnmr·. 
after 1st Battalion, 7th Carnlry. 

2. Paragmph :!, Section III. I>A General Orders :rn, ·rn11D, pertaining to the 
award of the Yit>tnamese Crnss of Gallantry with Palm to the 1st Carnlry 
Dh·ision (,\ irmobi1e) its as:,;igned and attached units, is amended to add the 
words, "Company B, !) ..:\.ng:nst lllii5 through 1:J XoYember l!)(i;j and 17 Xovem• 
bcr l!Hi.1 thronµ:h l!} }fay llHi!f' ancl tlw words, "Company .\., 9 _\.ngnst l!)(i5 
through 14 Xo\·ember 1!)(\;"S and 17 Xm·emher 1D6(i through 1n )fay rnmr\ after 
:!d Battalion, ,th C:trnlry. 

3. Paragraph 5, .Section VIIL DA General Orders :m, rnrm, pertaining to the 
award of tlie Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with P,dm to the 1st .hiation 
Battalion, is amended to read. "1st A \·intion Briµ:,Hle''. 

/V __ VIETNAM CAMP.4/GN PARTICIPATION CREDIT. l. Paragraph 3, 
Section II, D.\ Gene-ml Orders -!7, l!)(iD, pertaining to the Vietnam Counter­
offe-nsi \'e Phase III Campaign, is amended to add, "6th Battalion: 11th 
Artillery ... 

2. Paragraph::, Section II, D.\ Gencrnl Orders 51, 1D61>, pertaining to the TET 
Counteroffensi,·e Campaign, is anwnded to add. "Gth Battn1ion, 11th Artillery''. 

3. Parngraph :~, Section II, D.\. Gener,ll Orders 3-1-, l!)(I~, pertaining to the TET 
Counterotfensi rn Campaign, is :nnendf'tl to a<lcl, "Head,1uarters :md Head­
quarters CompanyJ Hith .\\'intiou Gronp''. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army : 

Official: 
KENNETH G. "WICKHAM, 
JJfajor General, United States A'rmy, 
Tlie Adjutant General. 

Distribution : 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, Vnited States Army, 
Ohief of Staff. 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 


