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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress ap-
proved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918 and
act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intre-

*’ pidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded posthu- *
mously by the Department of the Army in the name of Coneoress to:

Specialist Four Dale . Wayrynen, ( )}, United
States Army, who distinguished himself with Company B, 2d Battalion, 502d
Infantry, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, during combat operations on
18 May 1967 near Duc Pho, Quang Ngai Proviuce, Republic of Vietnam. His
platoon was assisting in the night evacuation of the wounded from an earlier
enemy contact when the lead man of the unit met face to face with a Viet Cong
soldier. The American’s shouted warning also alerted the enemy who im-

\ mediately swept the area with automatic weapons fire from a strongly built

% bunker close to the trail and threw hand grenades from another nearby fortified %

position. Almost immediately, the lead man was wounded and knocked from
his feet. Specialist Wayrynen, the second man in the formation, leaped beyond
his fallen comrade to kill another enemy soldier who appeared on the trail, and
he dragged his injured companion back to where the point squad had taken
cover. Suddenly, a live enemy grenade landed in the center of the tightly -
grouped men. Specialist Wayrynen, quickly assessing the danger to the entire
squad as well as to his platoon leader who was nearby, shouted a warning,
pushed one soldier out of the way, and threw himself on the grenade at the
moment it exploded. He was mortally wounded. His deep and abiding concern
for his fellow soldiers was significantly reflected in his supreme and courageous
act that preserved the lives of his comrades. Specialist Wayrynen’s heroic
actions are in keeping with the highest traditions of the service, and they reflect
great credit upon himself and the United States Army.,

w A A pke PAe

TAGO 335A—October 390-463°—G9



GO 66
By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

W. C. WESTMORELAX
General, United States .
Official : Chief of Staff.
KENNETH G. WICKHAM,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant Generdl.

Distribution :
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements.



