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HEADQUARTERS 
DEPART)'.IENT OF THE ARMY 
W ASHrnGTO~, DC, £5 October 1969 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress ap­

proved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of :3 lfarch 1863, act of 9 July 1918 and 
act of 25 July 1963), the Medal or Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intre­
pidity at the risk of life _above and beyond the call of duty is awarded by the 
Department of the Army m the nn.me of Congress to: 

Sergeant Robert M. Patterson~ (then Specialist Four)~ t;nited 
States .A.rmy, who distinguished himself on 6 May 1968 while serving as a fire 
team leader of the 3d Platoon, B Troop, :2cl Squadron, 17th Cavalry during 
an assault against a North Vietnamese Army Battalion which was entrenched 
in a. heavily fortified position near Lrr Chu, Republic of Vietnum. When the 
leading squad of the 3d Platoon was pinned down by heavy interlocking auto­
matic weapon and rocket propelled grenade fire from two enemy bunkers, 
Sergeant Pa:Uersr.>n and the two other members of his assault team moved 
forward under a hail of enemy fire to destroy the bunkers with grenade and 
machinegun fire. Observing that his comrades were being fired on from a third 
enemy bunker covered by enemy gunners in one-man spider holes~ Sergeant 
Patters<>n, with complete disregard for his own safety cmcl ignoring the warning 
of his comrades that he was moving into a bunker complex, a:3saultecl and 
destroyed the position. Although exposed to intensive small arm and grenade 
fire from the bunkers and their mutually supporting emplacements~ Sergeant 
Patterso,n continued his assault upon the bunkers which were impeding the 
advance of his unit. Sergeant Patterson singlehandedly destroyed by rifle and 
grenade fire five enemy bunkers, killed eight enemy soldiers and captured seven 
weapons. His dauntl~ courage and heroism inspired his platoon to resume the 
attack and to penetrate the enemy defensive position. Sergeant Patterwn by 
his conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his own life 
has reflected great credit upon himself, his unit and the United States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the .Army: 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General, United States Army, 
The .Adjutant General. 

Distribution : 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4: requirements. 

W. C. WESTMORELA: 
General, United States 
Chief of Staff. 


