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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the President, nrnler the ,Joint Re;:olution of Congress approYed 
1:2 ,July 186:2 ( amended by act of 3 }larch 18ti3, act of D .Tuly l!HS and act of 
25 July 1963), the }fed.al of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of life abon' and beyond the call of duty is awarded po~thnmously 
by the Department of the Army in the name of Congre;;s to: 

~faster Sergeant Chadl'8 E. Hosl.:ing, Jr. (then Sergeant Fir:-t Class), 
united States Army, Detachment A-302, Company A, 5th Special 

Forces Gronp (Airborne) 1st, Special Forces, who greatly distinguished himself 
on 21 March 1D67 while serving as Company Ach·isor in the III Corps Civilian 
Irregular Defense Group Reaction Battalion dnring combat operations in Don 
Luan District, Phuoc Long Proyince, Repuhlic of Vietnam. A Viet Cong suspect 
was apprehended and subsequently identified :b a Viet Cong sniper. ·while 
Sergeant H o8J.:ing was preparing the enemy for mo\·ement back to the base camp, 
the prisoner suddenly grabbed a hand grenade from Sergeant llosking's belt, 
armed the grenade, and starte<l rnnning towards the Company Command Group, 
which consisb:>ll of two ~\..me-ricans and two Vietmunese who ,Yere standing a 
few feet away. Instantly realizing that the enemy intended to kill the other men, 
Serge-ant Hosking immediately leaped upon the Viet Cong's hack. ·with utter 
disrega,rd for his own personal safety, he grasped the Viet Cong in a "Bear 
Hug," forcing the grenade against the enemy soldier·s chest. He then wrestled 
the Viet Cong to the ground and covered the enemy's body with his own until 
the grenade detonate-cl. The blast instantly killed both Sergeant H o8king and 
the Viet Cong. By absorbing the fnll force of the exploding grenade ·with his 
own body and that of the enemy, he saved the other members of his command 
group from death or serious injury. Sergeant H 08!.:i-ng's conspieno11;; gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of dnty are in 
the highe;;t traditions of the lJ nited St.ates .Army and reflect g-reat credit npon 
him~elf and the armecl foree:- of hi,- emrnrry. 
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By Ordp1• of the Secretary of tl1c Army: 

Oflicial: 

KENNETH G. WICKHA.:.'1:, 
Major General, United State8 A,·my, 
The Adj11tant Gn1em7. 

I) ;:-;tri ln1t ion: 
To be di:;tributPd in accordance with DA Form 1~--1 requirl'ments. 

W. C. WEST}IOREL\..ND, 
General, United State.s 41rmy, 
Chief of Staff. 


