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HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

WASHINGTON, D.C., 17 April 1969 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the Preciident, urnler the Joint Resolution of Congress 

appro1·ed 12 July 1SG2 (amen(1eL1 l,y ad of 3 ~Iarch 18G3, act of D July 1918 
and act of 25 ,July 19G3), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry ,md 
intrepidity at the risk of life abo1·e and beyond the ca11 of duty is awarded 
postlrnrnonsly by the Department of the Army in the name of the Congre:os 
to: 

First Lieutenant lt1111pcrt L. S'a,·vcnt, , Infantry, Fnited States 
~\.nny, who distinguished him-;el-f by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
whi1e assignell to Company B, -1th Battalion, Dth Infantry, 23th Infantry 
Diriciiun. 1\'hile k.Hling a platoon of Company II, Hlt 11:tthtlion, 9th Infantry, 
%th Infantry Division, on 15 lfarch lDGi, Lieutenant Sargent ,ms investigat­
ing a reported Viet Cong meeting house and weapons cache located in Hau 
N ghia Province, Republic of Vietnam. A former Viet Cong led the search 
party through the desertell village to a well-concealed tunnel entranee which 
Lieutenant Sargent obsen·ed to be boobytrappell. He tried to destroy the booby­
trap and blow the cover from the tunnel using hand grenades, but this attempt 
was not successful. He and hie; demolition man moved in to destroy the booby­
trap and cover, which flushed a Viet Cong sol1lier from the tunnel, ,vho was 
immediately killed by the nearby platoon sergeant. Lieutenant Sarycnt, the 
platoon sergeant, and a forward ohserrer moved towar<l the tnnnel entrance. 
As they approached, another Viet Cong ernp1·ged arnl threw two hand grenades 
that landed in the midst of the group. Lientcuant Sargent fired three shots 
at the enemy then turned and unheciitatingly tlircw himself over the two 
grenades. He was mortally wounde,l, and his two companions were lightly 
wounded when the grenades exploded. l3y thic; courageous and seHless act 
of exceptional heroism, he saved the lives of the platoon sergeant and forward 
obserrnr and prevented the injury or death of several other comrades. 
Lie11ternmt Sai·gent's actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the United States 
),.rmy. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major Geneml, United States Ar1ny, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 

W. C. WESTl\1ORELA.~~ 
General, United States A1'111J 
Ohief of Staff. 


