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HEADQC.ARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
\Yti.sJIIXuTox, D.C'., t) January 19C9 No. 2 

A WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction o:f the President, under the Joint Resolution o:f Congress ap­

proYe<l 12 Ju]y IR62 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 ,July 1918 and 
act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor £or conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity at thr risk of life ahon' and bryond the call of duty is awarded 
posthumously by th<> J)ppart.rnent of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Platoon Sergeant 1llattlw1t• Lcouai;d, RA142(i8817, United States Army, 
,..-ho distinguished himself during combat operation \Yith Company B, 1st Bat­
talion, lGth Infantry, near Suoi Da, Republic of Vietnam, on 28 February 19G7. 
His platoon was suddenly attacked by a large enemy force employin~ small 
arms, automatic weapons, and handgrenades. Although the platoon leader and 
several other key leaders \Yere among the first wounded, Sergeant Lconanl 
quickly rallied his men to throw back the initial e1wmy assaults. During the 
short pause that followed, he organized a defensive perimeter, redistributed 
ammunition, and inspired his comrades through his :forceful leadership and 
·words of encouragement. Noticing a wounded companion outside the perimeter, 
he dragged the man to safety hut was struck by a sniper's bu1let ,,.hich shattered 
his left hand. Refusing medical attention a,nd continuously expo~i11g himself 
to the increasing fire as the enemy again assaulted the perimeter, Sergeant 
Leonard mo,·ed from position to position to direct the fire of his men against 
the well camouflaged foe. Uuder the cm·er of the main attack, the enemy moved 
a machinegun into a location where it could sweep the entire perimeter. This 
threat was magnified whrn the platoon machinegun in this area malfunctioned. 
Sergeant Leonard (p1ickly crawled to the gun position and was helping to clear 
the malfunction when the gunner and other men in the vicinity were wounded 
by fire from the enemy machi1wgun. Sergeant Leonard rose to his feet, charged 
the enemy gnn, and destroyed the hostile cre\Y despite being hit several times 
by enemy fire. He moved to a tree, propped himself against it, and continued 
to engage the ew•my until he succumhe.d to his many ·wounds. His fighting spirit, 
heroic leadership, and Ya]iant acts inspired the remaining members of his 
platoon to hold hack the enemy until assistance arrived. Sergeant Leonard's 
profound courage and derotion to his men are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service, and his gallant actions reflect great credit 
upon himself and the Unit€d States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KEXXETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General, United States A1·my, 
The Ad_jutant Ce11cml. 

Distribution: 

W. C. '\VESTMORELAKD, 
Ceneml. Fnited Stafe.c, Army. 
Chief of Staff. 

To be distribnte<l i:1 accordancr with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 


