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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 

By diredio11 of the Pl'e,.;illent, u11<lcr t.he .Joint. He;;ol11tion of Co11gn•,;s
approved 12 .Tul�· 1862 (a.mended by act of 3 �forch 1863, net of 9 .Tnly 1!)18,
a.ncl net of 25 ,Jul,\' 196-�), the ::\l!'dnl of Honor for eo11spicu()11S g-a llantry nnd 

* 

intrepidity at th!' ri:-:k of life �hO\·<' a.nd heyon<l the cnll of duty i;:; :i?:�·d<'d hy, �' ·rkthP J)ppartnwnt of tl1t' �\rmy 111 th!' JHllll(' of C'on/!l'<':';:. to: CViv'\..'v�).\__ C.C ,1.,.-., (d 

Sertfem1t T1·d l:f?lr·ltu, 111111111111111 Fnif<>d St:1tt,.:-: Army, \\"ho di,-tin­
gni:;;hed himself by conspic.uous gnllilntr�· and intrepidity at t.l1e risk of his life
on 19 NoYember 1966 near Plei Djer:rng, Ht>p11blic of \'ietnam. On that dnt<',
:--e.rge:rnt. T:e.lch<'?,.S unit, Cornp:rny C, J,-t Hatt:tlio11, Ht.h Infantr�·, was engnge<l
in a senr<'h and destroy mission with Compa11y B, J;.:t. Battu]i()n, Hth Infantry,
t.he BaU:tlion 1:econnnissa.nce Platoon and n Spc<·inl Foree,- Compa11y ofCiYilian Irregular De.fcnse Gr, ,up Pet·:-<)1111<'1. .\,- :l ,-;quad lea<lt."r of the 2d
Platoon of Comp:rny C, Serge1111t T:clchn· ,rn,..; h·ndin;; hi,; lll('ll wlwn they en-
<,ou11tered a bunker compl<>x. Th<' n('�om1aissat1\:t- Pl.,toon, ln,·att•<l a few hnn-

* drnd niete.rs nort.l1west of Company C, re<·(•i n·d a h('a ,·�· n,lnme of fire from 
well e..unonftaged s11ipt>t·s .• \.;: the :M Platoo11 lH<•n•d fo1·w:1r<l to assiRt. thl\ unit 
under ntlnck, Sergt•:111t. lleh/,1•r a11<l his >:'<[Hail, ach·:111<:ing only a short di;;t:in,;;e
t.hr<mgh the den� jm1gle t<>tT:till, 111e.t hea,·y :rnd :1.(•C-ul':1h• :111tom:1t i<' weapnns:wd sniper fire. S<'rgeant /Jrlr·h1•r and hi,:; ;;quad w<'n• rno11wnt:1rily stopped by 
the dea-<'lly Yolnmt• of enemy fire. He. quickly ga,·� t-he 01·der to return fire and
res11nw the n.cl ranc-£' toward the enc•my. As he lllO\'Nl up ,rith his men, a hancl-
g:rennde hrndc<l in the rnidst of the sergeant';; �qund. Jnst:rntly l'('lllizing the
immediate danger f.o l1i:" 111r11, Se!'ge:mt fldi:l11•r, n11hesitatingly and with c·om-
ph!te disregard for his own �afety, lu11::ed forward, mn•ri11g th(• gre1rnde with his body. Absorl,in;; the grenade bla:-t. nt the cost of his life, he SHPcl his com-

* radcs from he<·oming (·a;;ualti(',:. Sergeant Jfrlrlu·,:,- eo11spic11011s ga]lautry, his 
profound <:oncer,, for hi;; fellow soldiers, and his iutn•pidity nt. t.)H.• 1·isk of hi;<
life :thorl' and bey,,nd tlH· eall ,,f il11t�· are in keeping with the higl1e;;t fl',ulitions
oft.he 1:init.Nl States • .\rmy ,lll<l J·(•f!Pc·t g1·C"at. c·t·t>dit upon l1im;;elf nnd the Armed
Forces of his country.

* * * * 



  

        

 
   

     
   

 
           

   
     

   

  




