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JlEA l>Ql_-AHTERS 

DEP .ARTl\IE�T OF THE ARMY 
"'_-\!-IIIXCTOX, n.C\ 10 Derrml,er 1908 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
H,r direc·tion of the PrP.�idrnt, nrnlrr the Joint Resolution of Congress 

approved 1:2 .Tnly 1862 ( amended by act of 3 �larch 1863, act of 9 ,July 1918 
and act of :25 ,Tu ly UJG3), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous ga Han try and 
intrepidity at the risl- of life ahon all(1 lwyoncl tlw call of duty i� a,Y:ll'llrcl liy 
the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Chaplain (Captain) Angelo .T. Litf'l.·y. i_-nit"cl States .\rmy, ,Yl10 
distinguished hirnsrlf by exceptional heroism on (; DecPmber lf)fi7, ',Thile 
serYing with Company A, 4th Battalion, ]:2th Infantry, Hlflth Light Infantry 
Brigade. Hr was participating in a sl'an·lt-and-clr'-'troy oprration near Plrnoc­
Lac, Bien Hoa PrO\·inc•p, in the Republic of Yietnam, ,d1en Company A came 
under intense fire from a bat1 al ion-size enemy force. ::\fomeutarily stunned 
from the. irnmedintr enc01mter that ensued. tlte 111r11 hug-gr(l the g_Tmm<l for 
f'over. ()hc.;rning hrn wornH1r!l men, Chaplain J,itd·.11 mo,·pd to ,vitl1in fifteen 
meters of an enemy rnad1inegun positi0n 1o reach thPm, plac-ing himself be­
tween the enemy and thP wonrnled men. '\Ylwn thpre ,vas a brief respite in the 
fighting, he managed to drag 1hrm io the rPl:ttiw safety of the landing zone. 
luspirnd by his (·011rngt-m1s af'tio11s, tl1e (·ompany ra1liPcl and began placing a 
heavy yohmie of fire 11pon the e1wmy's position;;. In a rnagnifaent display of 
courage and h·ndPrship, Chaplain Liffl.·y hcgnn moving upright through the 
e>nemy fire, aclmi11istt>ri11g last ritrs to tlw <lying aml evarn:1ting the woundHl, 
Xoticing another trnppe(l and SPriously wounded man, Chaplain Litel.:y 
crawled to his aicl. Healizing: that the ,rn1111ded rnan ,ms 100 lieaYy to carry, he 
rolled on his ba('k. pbced the 111:tn on his diest ancl throug:11 :sliec•r determina­
tion and fortitude era "·led hack to the landing zone using his elbows :rncl 
heels to pnslt himself along. l'nnsing for breath lllO!llentarily, he returned t{) 

the action :1]}(1 c-ame 11po11 a man fc'ntangled in the dense, thorny nndel'Lrush. 
( )nee mol'e intPIH' l'IH'lll_Y fire "·as di1·pr-t(•d nt liirn, lmt ( 'liaplain T,:teJ.·.1/ stood 
his ground arn1 calmly l>rnke 1hr Yi1ws and earried thP man 1o tlw landing zone 
for e\'acnatio11. 011 ,-p,·pm] O(·en,-ion!-' when tl1e landiilg zo11P wa� lllldPr ::-mall 
aJ"ms :rncl J"oeket fire, Chaplain J,iteky stood up in the face of hostile fire and 
personally (lil'cetecl tlie mede.-ac helicopters into and out of the area. 1Yith 
the ,rnun<led safely eYa(•rnited, Chaplain J,ifpl.·y returned 1o the perimeter, 
constantly encouraging and inspiring the men. Upon the nnifs relief on the 
morning of 7 December 1967, it was discoYeJ"ed that, despite painful wounds 
in the neck and foot, Chaplain Littl.·p lrn(l personally earrie(1 owr t\Yen1_y men 
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to the landing zone for e,·ae11:1tion during thP sa rn!,!'l' tiglit ing. T!1r,,11gh his 
indomitahle inspiration an(l hemi<: action:-:, Ch:tplaii, Liteky sa\·e<l the lives 
of :t nmnlwr of l1is cmnra(les an,l t>nahlecl the eornpany to repulse the enemy. 
( 'haplai11 T.,,'tl'/.·_;;",; a..tio11.< refh•.-t !-!Teat <Tl'dir 1q,()11 hi111,.:el i' :rnd 11·erP in la•t-ping 
with the highest trnditions of the 1~nite(l States .\rmy. (This award snpersedes 
the Disting11islwtl Seni<:e Crose; :manlell ;,J Chaplain .lnqe1o .f. Lite!.-y for 
extmonlinnry heroism on (i December Hl67, as tlllHounce<l in General Onlers 
~umber 1:n7, Headq11arters, rnitr,l St:1tes .\rrny Yieh1111n .. \ PO S,rn Frnn• 
cisco !)(i:3i5, <lated 26 :\farch 1D68.) 

By Order of the St>,-retary of the Army: 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, United States Army 

Otlkinl: 
KE~XETII (;_ "\YICKlL:UJ, 
Jf11jor GellN//1, [:nited 8tafrs Anny, 
Thr .l1l_i11tant (in1f'1'(/l. 

Di:-:trilmtion: 

Chief of Staff. 

To hf\ ,li~trilJ11tP(l in a('rordanee with D.\ Form 12 -J. rPr11tircments. 
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