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HEADQUAHTERS 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
vVASHINGTON, D.C., 10 Decem.ber 1968 

AW ARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * * 
Ry direction of the President, under the ,Toint Resolution of Congress 

approved 12 ,July 1862 ( amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918, 
and act of 25 ,T uly 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of d_uty is rpvarded by 1 

the Department of the Army in the naml:l of Congress to: Ci•v\'-.v,-�l, GO ?i 3 b / 
Sergeant Sam.my L. Davis, (then Prirnte First Class), United States 

Army, who distinguished himself dming the early morning hours of 18 
Nornmber 1967 "·hile serving as a c::umoneer ,vith Battery C, 2d Battalion, 
4th Artillery, 9th Infantry Division, at a remote fire support base west of Cai 
Lay, Republic of Vietnam. ;\.t approximately 0200 hours, the fire support base 
came under heavy enemy mortar attack. Simultaneously, an estimated reinforced 

* Viet Cong hattalion launched a fierce ground assault upon the fire support base. 
The attacking enemy drove to within bYenty-five meters of the :friendly 
positions. Only a riwr separated the Viet Cong from the fire support base. 
Detecting a nearby enemy position, Sergeant Dai-is seized a machinegun and 
pro\·ided covering fire for his guncrew, as they attempted t-0 hring direct 
artillery fire on the enemy. Despite his efforts, an enemy recoilless rifle round 
scored a dire.ct hit upon the artillery piece. The resultant blast hurled the gun-
cre,v from their weapon and ble"· Sergeant Dai•is into a foxhole. He struggled 
to his feet and returned to the hmYitzer, "·hich was burning furiously. Ignoring 

* repeated "·arnings to seek coyer, Sergeant Daci.s rammed a shell into the gun. 
Disregarding a ,vithering hail of enemy fire directed against his position, he 
aimed and fired the howitzer which rolled hack,rn.rd, knocking Sergeant Da1)is 
Yiolently to the gronnc1. Undaunted, he returned to the "·eapon to fire again 
"·hen an enemy mortar round exploded within twenty mei •,TS of his po;;ition, 
injuring him painfully. X e,·ertheless, Sergeant Davis loaded the artillery pie�e, 
aimed and fired . .Agaii1 he Y,as knocked clown by the recoil. In complete dis-
r,:·!,!"ard for his own safety, Sergeant Da,viB loaded and fired three more shells into 
the enemy. Disregarding his extensin' injuries and his inability to s"·im, 
Sergeant D(/ ci8 picked np an air mattress and struck out across the cleep rinr to 

* rescue threC' ,rnuncled comrades on the far side. Upon reaching the three 
wounded men, he stood upright and fired into the dense Yegetation to preYent 
the Viet Cong from adrnncing. 'i'i11ile t]Je most seriou,,ly "·ounclecl soldier "·as 
helped across the riYer, Sergeant Dni'is protected the hrn remaining e:sualties 
until he could pnll them anoss the riYer to the fire support hase. Though 
suffering from painful ":mmds, he refused rnec�ical attvntion, joining another 
howitzer ere"· "·hic]i fired at the large Yiet Cong force until it broke contact and 
fled. Sergeant Da-cis· conspieuous gallantry: extraordinary heroism, and intre-
pidity ut the risk of his o,Yn life, abon and beyond the call of duty, were in 
keeping "·ith the highest traditions of the military senice nnd reflect great 
credit upon himself and the rnitecl States Army. 

* * * * 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KE:N:NETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General, United States Ai'my, 
Tlie Adjutant General. 

DistrilJution: 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, United States Army 
Chief a/Staff. 


