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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress 

apprO\·ed e ,Tuly 1862 (amended by ad of ,1 }larch 1863, act of 9 July 1918 
and act of 25 ,July 1D63), the )Iechl of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life abO\·e ancl beyond the call of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the .\.rmy in the name of Congress to: 

First Sergeant Jfa;i.'imo Yabrs. Cnited States Army, who, on :;6 
Ft>brnary 1067, did disting:nish himself with Company A, -!th Battalion, 9th 
Infantr}\ \Yhich was proYiding- serurity for a land-clearing operation near 
Phn Hoa Donµ:. Rrpublit: of Vietnam. Early that morning the company sud­
denly came under intense automatic ''"enpons and mortar fire followed by a 
battalion-sized assault from three sides. Penetrating the clefensin perimeter, 
the enemy ad,·ancecl on the company command-post bunker. The command post 
received incren.singl}· he:n-y fire and ,Yas in clanger of being overn·helmecl. 
·when severn.1 enemy grenades landed ,Yithin the r·ommancl post, First Sergeant
Yabcs shunted ,\. ,Yarning and 11secl his body as a shield to protect others in the
bunker. Although painfully ,rnnnded by numerous grenade fragments, and
despite the vicious enemy fire on the bunker, he remained there to provide
cornring: ti.re and enn.ble the others in the command group to relocate. "\Vnen
the commaml group had ren.ehed a ne,Y position 1 First Sergeant Yabes moved
through a ,Yithering hail of enemy fire to another hunker 50 meters away. There
he secured a grenade launcher from a fallen comrade n.ncl fired point-blank into
the attacking Viet Cong stopping further prnetration of the perimeter. Noting
two ,rntmded men helple:::s in the fire-swept area, lw moved them to a safer
position wlwre thry could be g-iqm meclicn.1 treatment. He resmned his accurate
nml rfl'('riw lirt•, killing -t',·ernl enemy ,-;o]diers and forcing other,; to withdraw
from the vicinity of the command post. .\s the battle continued, he observed
an enemy marhinrgun "·irhin the perimeter "·hich threatened the whole position.
On his O\Yll, he dashed across the exposed area, assanlted the machinegun, killed
the crew, destroyed the weapon, and fell mortally wounded. First Sergeant
Yabes· Yaliant and :-elfle.::s artions saYed the liYes of many of his fellow
soldiers and inspired his comrades to effectiYely repel the enemy assault. His
indomitn.ble fighting spirit, extraordinary courage and intrepidity at the cost
of his own life are in the highest military trac1itions and reflect great credit
upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KEN~ETH G. WICKHAM, 
iJlajor General, United States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 
To be distribnte<l in accordance ,Yith D.A Form 12-J- requirements. 

W. C. WEST1IORELAND 
General. United St1de8 Army 
Chief of Staff. ' 


