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AWARD CF THE MEDAL OF HONOR

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress approved
12 July 1802 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918 and act of
25 July 1963}, the Medal of Honor for conspictous gallantry and intrepidity at
the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded by the Department
of the Army in the name of Congressto:

Stafl Sevgeant Henncth F. Stumpf, . B United States Army, who
distinguished himself on 25 April 1967, while serving as & Squad Leader of
the 3d Platoon, Company C, lst Baftﬂlir 35th Infantry, on a search-and-
destroy mission near Duc Pho in the Re mbllc of Vieinam. As Sergeant
Stumpf’s company approaching a nllagu, it encountered a North Vietnamese
rifle company occupying a well fortified bunker complex. During the initial
contact, three men from his squad fell wounded in front of a hostile machine
gun emplacement. The enemy’s heavy volune of fire prevented the unit from
moving to the aid of the injured wen, but Sergeant Stuwmpf left his secure
position in a deep trench and ran through the barrage of incoming rounds
to reach his wounded comrades. He picked up one of the men and carried him
back to the safety of the trench. Twice more Sergeant Niwmpf dashed forward
while the enemy turned automatic weapons and machine guns upon him, yet
he managed to resene the remaining two wounded squad members. He then
organized bis squad and led an assanlt 1gnn st several enemy bunkers from
which continnously heavy fire was being received. He and his :qlmd successfully
eliminated two of the bunker positions, but ove {o the front of the advancing
pliateon remuined @ #erious threat, Arming himself with extra hand grenades,
Sergeant Slwmpf ran over open ground, f]“L‘OHO‘h a volley of fire directed at
him by a deterinined enemy, toward the machine gun position. As he reached
the bunlker, he threw a hand grenade through the aperture. It was immediately
returned by the occupants, foreing Sergeant Stump/f to take cover. Undaunted,
Lie pulled the pins on two more grenades, held them for a few seconds after
activation, then hurled them into the position, this time succezsfully destroying
the emplacenient. With the elimination of this key position, his unit was able
to assault and overrun the enemy. Sergeant Smwpf s relentless spirit of aggres-
siveness, intrepidity, and ultimate concern for the lives of his men, at the risk
of his own life above and beyond the eall of duty, ave in the highest traditions
of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the United
States Army. (This award s uper%‘edes award of the Silver Star to Staff
Sergeant Stwmpf for gallantry in action on 25 April 1967 as announced
in General Ovders Numbm 3102, Headquarters, 4th Infantry Division, dated
24 September 1967.)
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

W. C. WESTMORELAND,
General, United States Army,

Official: Chicf of Staf.
KENNETH G. WICKHAM,

Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant General,

Distribution:

To be distributed in accordance with 12-4 requirements.





