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HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
W ASHINGToN, D.C., 9393 October 1968

AW ARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 

By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress approved 
12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918 and act of 
25 .July 1963), the Me<lal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded posthumously 
by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: 

Platoon Sergeant Elmelindo R. Smith ( then Staff Sergeant), United 
States Army, distinguished himself with the 1st Platoon, Company C, 2d 
Battalion, 8th Infantry during combat operations in the Republic of 
Vietnam on 16 February 1967. During a reconnaissance patrol, his platoon 
,vas suddenly engaged by intense machine gun fire hemming in the platoon 
on three sides. A defensive perimeter was hastily established, but the enemy 
added mortae and rocket fire to the deadly fusillade and assaulted the position 
from several directions. "With complete disregard for his own safety, Sergeant 
Smith moved through the deadly fire along the defensive line, positioning 
soldiers, distributing ammunition and encouraging his men to repel the enemy 
attack. Struck to the ground by enemy fire ,vhich caused a severe shoulder 
wound, he regained his feet, killed the enemy soldier and continued to move 
about the perimeter. He was again wounded in the shoulder and stomach but 
continued moving on his knees to assist in the defense. � oting the enemy mass­
ing at a weakened point on the perimeter, he crawled into the open and poured 
deadly fire into the enemy ranks. As he crawled on, he was struck by a rocket. 
Moments later, he regained consciousness and, drawing on his fast-dwindling 
strength, continued to crawl from man to man. 1Vhen he could move no farther, 
he chose to remain in the open where he could alert the perimeter to the ap­
proaching enemy. Sergeant Smith perished, ne,·er relenting in his determined 
effort against the enemy. The valorous acts and heroic leadership of this out­
standing soldier inspired those rema.ining members of his platoon to beat back 
the enemy assaults. Sergeant Smith's gallant actions were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the United States Army, and they reflect great credit upon 
him a.nd the armed forces of his country. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army : 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General, United States A.rmy, 
The .Adjutant General,. 

Distribution : 

W. C. WESTMORELANJ) 
General, United States A.~y 
Chief of Staff. ' 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 




