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HEADQUARTERS 
DRPAR'l'i\IENT OF THE ARMY

lVASJIINc:·roN', D.C., 1H2 October 1968 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the President, under the ,foint Re.'ioh1tion of Congress ap­
proved 1� .Tuly 1862 (amended by act of g �forch 186:1, a.ct of 9 .Tuly 1D18 and 
a.ct of 25 July 1963), the :Medal of Honm for conspicuous gallantry n11d in­
tropi<lit.y at t.he risk of lifr above. and beyon<l the call of duty is awarded liy tl1e
Department of the .Army in the name of Congress to:
First Sergeant David II. McNerney,■-, United States Army, who
on 22 :March 19G7, ditl distinguish himself when his unit., Company A, 1st
Thttalion, 8th Infantry, was attn.eked by a North Vietnamese lrnttnlion nenr
Polei Doc, Republic of Vietnam. Running tl1rough the. hail of enemy 11:-e to the
11,rei, of hea-Yiest contact., he was nk'sisti11g in the <l<m.,.lopm<'nt of :1, defensirn
perimeter whi>n he enconnt-erNl ,=en-'ral enemy M close r:rngr. I fe kilh•d the
enemy, bnt "·a,; painfully inj111•f'd wht'll hlm\'11 from hi,-; fopt by a f!Tena<le. In
spite of this injnry, he ass.rnlte<l an�l drstroye<l an (•nerny rnnrhi;1p p:nn position
that had pinnefl down firn of his ronurt<les beyllrnl the clPf<>n,;i\·r line. Upon
learning his commn.n<lE>r a.n<l n.rtillery forward ohsen·er had h<'E'll kille<l, he
n.ssnme<l command of tlw company. He a.djust�\l artillery fil·e to within twE>nty
meters of the position in a daring nwasnrr to repnlse en<'rny :is.c;anlt-!'. ·when
the smoke gtenades nsed to mark th<' position wHe gone, he mored into a nenrby
clearing to <lesignate the loe,'l.tion t·n friPtHlly air<Taft .. In ,opit-e of rnemy fin�, he
remained es:poscd until he wa,.<; certain the position was spotte<l and then
dimbed into a t.ree and tied the i<lentification panP.l to its hig-lie�t branches.
Then he moved among his men readjusting their posit-ion, encouraging the
defenders, iind cheddng the wounded. As the ho,;tile as�anlts slackened, he
beg:tn clearing a helicopter landing site to enicuate the wounded. ·when e::i:­
plosivc-s were nee,eled t-0 remove la.rge trees, he craw.led outt-iidc the relatin safety
of his perimeter to collP.ct demolition ma.t-E»rial from nhn.ndoned rncks:icks.
Moving t.hrongh n fusill,tde of fire, he returned with the explosives that were
vita] to the. <'l<'n.rin;r of the landing zon<'. Disregarcling the pa.in of his injury
a.n<l rf.'fnsinf!' medi<'.'1.1 NflCtHtlinn, Fit�·:t S{ll'geant. Mr.Nerni>!J remained with his
unit until the nrxt. <lny wl1<>n tlH•. JI''\\. ronrn11rndr.r nrrin•1l. Ti'irst. Sergeant
McNerM!f's 011lstan<lin� lirroism a.nd leadC'rship were in:::piral inniil to his
comrades. His actions ,n•re i1t keeping wit.h the hjghest tr:i.clitions of the mili­

tary service and re!lect great credit. npon himseH and the t:nited St,ttes Army.
(This award supersedes award of the Silver Star to First Sei-gcant, l,fcNerney
for gallantry in net.ion 011 22 ]\fo.rdt 1!.lG7 as announced in Geneml Orders Num­
ber 1818, Hea.d<11mrtcrs, '11 h In fan try Division, dated 9 Jul 1967.)
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