
G-:eNERAI, ORDERS I
No. 61 f

GO 61 

HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF 'rHE ARMY 
vV ASHIXOTON, D.C., £:IJ October 19(]8

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By Jirection of the President., undor the Joint Resolution of Congress ap­
proved 12 .Jn.ly 1862 ( amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918 and 
n.ct of 25 ,July 10(;3), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gn.llnntry and in­
trepidity at the risk of life above anfl beyond the call of duty is awarded by
the Dcpart:ncnt of thL• _\ 1·my in tlit' 11:1n1c of Congress to: 
Sergeant L�o·nm·d ll. 1�·elle1-, - United States .\.rmy, who distin­
gni:-:he,l hinisc-lf on 2 May 1DG7 rt,; n. machi11cg-unnc1· with Comprtny A, 3d
lfattalion, (;Oth Infantry, Uth Infantry DiYision in the �\p Bae Zone, R�public
of ,;,.·ietnam. S\,·c.epi11g tl1rongh an urcrt where an enemy amhnsh hnd occuned
en.l'lier, Serge:\nt. l{elle;:s unit suddenly came under intense automatic wertpons
:uHl small :inns fire from a number of enemy bunkc1·s an(1 numcr<)tH snipers
in 11c:nby trees. Sergennt l{ ell er quickly moYecl to n. posit ion ,,here he could
lire at a. Lunker from which automatic \Yeapons fire was receive,l, killing one
Viet Cong who :1ttempted to escfl.pe. Lenping to the top of ;.1, dike, be and a
comrade cl1urgc11 the cnmny bunkers, dangerously e�posing themselves to the
enemy fire. _Armed n-ith :i light mnchinegun, Sergeant l(eller and his commcle
beg:rtn :i system:itic assauH on the enemy bunket·:,;. 1Yhilc Sergeant Kellernc11trnliz1xl the fire from the first bnnkcr with his machineg,111, the othci- soldier
threw in a. hand grenade, killing its occupant. Then he a.ml the other soldier
eh:1rge1l ,i second bunker, killing its occup,rn!' .. \_ third bw1k<'r r.onlnined an
automatic rifieni:'tn who had pinned down much of the friendly platoon. Again,
ll"ith utter disregard for the fire tlirected at them, the two men charged, killing
the enemy "·ithin. Continuing their a.tt::u::k, Sergen.nt li.eller and his comrade
rt:;,.:,\ulted four more bunkers, killing t.l1e enemy within. During their furious
:i:-;:-:,utlt., Sergertnt Kell er and his comrade had been almost cont.inuously e'.'l:posecl
to intense sniper fir� as the enemy dc.sper:1.tely sought to stop their attack."The
frrocity of their ass,luit had eanicd t.lrn soldiers beyond the line of bunkers into
the trePline, forcing t.he snipers to flee. The hYo men gave immedia.t.e chase,
dri1·i11g: the enemy away from tho friendly unit. ,vhen l1is ammunition wo.s
exhn.nste,1.l, Sergeant I{ eller returned to the platoon to a.,;sist in the evacuation
of the ,vonncled. The two-m:1.n assault had ch:iven an enemy platoon from a
well prepared position, accounted for numerous enemy de,l<l, and prevented.further friendly c:IBu:dties. Sergen.nt l{ellel'·s selfless heroism, indomitable fight­
ing spirit, an<l extr,wrdinnry gallantry suxed the }i\·es of many of his comrades
and inflictetl serious thma.ge on the enemy. His a.cts were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the militnry service o.nd reflect great credit upon himself
u.nd the Unitc-<l States Army.

* * * 
TAGO 465A-0Ctober 

* 

* 

* 

* 

*



  

        

 
   

     
   

 

   
    

   

          




