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HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

1VASHISGTON, D.C., 133 October 1968

AW ARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the I'rc;;icl0nt, under the ,Joint Rei;olution 0£ Congl'rss approved 
12 ,July lSG:3 ( amended by act of 3 March 18G3, act of D .T uly 1018 ancl act of 
25 July lDG:3), the }Ie<hl of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity 
at the risk of life above ancl beyond the call of duty is awarclecl by the Depart­
ment of the �\.rmy in the name of Congress to: 

St:tff Sergeflnt Dclbel't 0. Jennings, rniie(l States Army, ,vho clistingnishecl 
himself with Comprrny C, 1st Rtttalion (Airhome), 12th Cav­alry, 1st Air 
C'arn.lry Division, in Kim Song Yalley, nepnblic 0£ Vietnam, on 27 Drcrmlmr 
HJGG. Part of Cornp:my C ,ms defending an artillery position when at(at·kL,tl by 
a Xol'lh Yietn:unec:e Anny rrgimrnt supported by morhtr, recoi.1less­riilL', and 
machine g11n fire. At the outset, Scrgeant Jennings sp1·:tng to his lmnker, 
astrittl' the main ntta,·k route, and slowed the oncoming enemy ,vave "·ith 
highly effl,ctin machine gnn fire. Despite a tenaciom cldense in which he 
kille<l at 1ea,;t tll'ehe enemy, his squad was forced to the rear. After covering 
tlic ,rithclr::nral 0£ the sqnacl, he rejoined his men, clestroyeLl rrn enemy demoli­
tion ere\\· ahout to l>l<rn· up a nearby howitzer, rrrnl killed three enemy at his 
initial lmnkc1· po.-,ition. Ordering his men hack into a secomb1·y position, he 
:11.!:ain ('01·errLl tlwir ,vitfolmwal, killing 011e enrmy ,rith the lnttt of his \Yeapon. 
Ob:-;c'n·ing ( h::t some of the ddenders were un:iware of an enemy force in their 
rear, he raceLl through a fire-s,Yept are:1. to ,yarn the nwn, turn their fire on the 
enemy, and lead them into the seco.tichry perimeter. A�sisting in the defense of 
the ne\\· position, he aided the air-lamling 0£ reinforcements by thro,Ying white 
phosphorous grenades on the landing zone despite da.ngeronsly silhouetting 
himself with the light. �\.fter helping to repulse the final enemy assaults, he led 
a group of n>lunteers \Yell beyond friendly lines to an area where eight seriously 
"onnded men by. Braving enemy sniper fire rrml ignoring the presence of booby 
traps in the area, they recovered the eight men who ,,ou1cl lmve probably 
perishPtl ,vit.hout early medical treatment. Sergeant Jennings' extraordinary 
heroism :cad inspirational leadership sn.vecl the lives of many of his comrades 
arnl contrilmtetl greatly to the defeat of a superior enemy force. His actions 
stan<l ,vith the highest traditions 0£ the military profession and refiect great 
credit upon himself, his unit, ancl the 17nited States Army. (This a.mud super­
sec1cs aw:ml of the Sil vcr Star lo Staff Sergeant Jennings for gallantry in 
action on 27 Dccernher HlGG rrs announc0d in General Orders Number D-!G, Head­
quarters, 1st Carnlry Division (Airmo!Jile), <lated 31\-farch 1067.) 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
.Major General, United States Army, 
The Adjidant General. 

Distribution: 

"\V. C. 1,VESTMORELAND 
. ' General, United States Army, 

Chief of Staff. 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 


