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HEADQUARTERS 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

WARBINGTON, D.c.; W September 1,968 

PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY) (FIRST OAK LEAF 
CLUSTER) 

Awn rd of the Preside.ntinl Unit Citation (Army) (First Oak Leaf Cluster) 
by the President of the United States of America to the following unit of the 
Armed Forces of the United States is confirmed in accordance with paragrn.ph 
lfl4, AR 672- ;1- l. The text. of the citation, sighed hy President Lyndon B. 
,Tolrnson, on 26 ,Tuly 1!)68, rends ns follows: 

By virt-ue of the nnthority vested in me as President of the United States 
n,nd as Commnnder-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, I hnve 
to<lny nwnr<l<>d the Pr<>sidential Unit Citation (Army) (First Oak Leaf Cluster) 
to: 

THE 1ST BATT.l\LION (AIRBORNE), ~2TH CAVALRY, AND AT­
TACHED UNITS, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (Allfl\fOBILE), 
UNITED STATES ARMY COMPOSED OF THE FOLLOWING 
P.\ RTT0IPATING UNITS : 

l,:( Rat talion (Airborne), 12th Cavalry 
ll<>:iclqnart<>rs and Headquarters Company 
C'ompnny A 
Company B 
Company C 
Company D 

l sf Bntfnlion, fit.h Cnvnlry 
Compnny A 
Compnny C 

Drtnchment of thirteen (13) personnel of the 2d Battnlion, 19th Artillery. 

The 1st. Batt al ion (Airborne), 12th Cavalry, and attnched ui1it.s distin­
µ:n is heel themselves by extraordinary heroic:m in combnt actions in the Repuhllc 
of V ietnam on 2-~ Octoher 1!l6G. Enrly on 2 Ortober Hl66, the Bn!talion was 
<liYertecl to the Yillnge of Hoa Hoi where two helicopters hnd b<'en shot down. 
After n <J11ick reconnnissnnce, the bat.talion commander commenced the aii­
nssn11H,\novi11g his three rifle companies into posit.ions around the enemy-held 
village. Two plat-oons of Company B were in the initial air movement, ancl 
these rlcments came 1111dC'1· heavy enemy smnll arms fire upon landing. Unhcsi­
t-atinp:ly, the mrn charged straight into the wr,Jl entrenched enemy and pnshrd 
them bnck townr<l the village. As Compnny B wns fight.ing its wny into Hoa 
Hoi from the sonthenst, Company A landed to the southwest. Rrcciving sniper 
fire 011 the lnnding zone, the company immediately at-tncked town rd the villngc. 
At this point operations were halted, nnd loudspeakers were used to direct the 
civilin11s away from the village and io implore the enemy soldiers to lny down 
thPi t· arms. Numerous civilinns and soldiers did as they were directed. After 
nn how, it was evident thnt no one else was coming ottt of the villnge, and the 
advnncc<' was contim1ed. The fighting was marked by violent platoon size en­
ro1111trl's as the compa.nies attncked thro11gh a series 0£ well fortified enemy 
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t re1whps hP fore reachi ng t.he enemy's main village strongliokl. In the me:mwh i ]p, 

Company C co111pkt·e<l the encirclement, landing nort.h of the village ancl":1ttack­
i11g sout-h. Using t.he same aggressive, offensive tactics ernployecl by the ot.her 
companies, Comp:rny C fo\lght it-sway through rice pad<l'ies nnd enemy forti­
fications to reach its blodling positions. It became rvident that the three rifle 
companies could not contain the enemy during the approaching night, and 
Companies A nnd C, 1st Battalion, 5t.h Cavnhy, were airlifted into the area 
to !'cal ofT the e.nemy village. During the n ight, the enemy made numerous 
attempts to breakout of the perimeter, but were unable to penetrate the valiant 
ring of soldiers. At daybreak, Company C, bt Battalion, 12th Cav:tlry, began 
the main attack through the village while the remainder of the force conti.nued 
to encircle the enemy. D espite the heavy volume of cleaflly fire fron1 the well 
entrenched, tenacious foe, the heroic troopers moved steadily forward, and 
position after position collapsed under their assault. By noon, the final sweep 
of Hoa Hoi was comp Jet.eel. Because the Battalion aggressively c:irriecl the battle 
to the enemy with uncounted incidents of individual gallantry, friendly casual­
ties were minimized compared with near total desfrnction of the rutrapped 
enemy force. 1:0he determination and extraordinary courage displayed by the 
men of the participating units reflect great credit upon the 1st Cavalry Division 
and the United States Artny. 

By Order of the Secret.ary of the Army: 

Official : 
KENNETH G. vVICKHAM, 
A.lajor General, United States Army, 
The Adjidant General. 

Distribution: 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, United States Army, 
Chief of Staff. 
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