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PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY) (FIRST OAK LEAF
CLUSTER)

Award of the Presidential Unit Citation (Army) (First Oak Leaf Cluster)
by the President of the United States of America to the following unit of the
Armed Forces of the United States is confirmed in accordance with paragraph
194, AR 672-5-1. The text of the citation, signed by President Liyndon B.
Johnson, on 26 July 1968, reads as follows:

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States
and as Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, I have
today awarded the Presidential Unit Citation (Army) (First Oak Leaf Cluster)

to:

THE 1ST BATTALION (ATRBORNE), 12TH CAVALRY, AND AT-
TACHED UNITS, 1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE),
UNITED STATES ARMY COMPOSED OF THE FOLLOWING
PARTICTPATING UNITS:

1=t Battalion (Airborne), 12th Cavalry
Ieadquarters and Headquarters Company
Company A
Company B
Company C
Company D
ist Battalion, 5th Cavalry
Company A
Company C
Detachment of thirteen (13) personnel of the 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery.

The 1st Battalion (Airborne), 12th Cavalry, and attached uhits distin-
enished themselves by extraordinary heroism in combat actions in the Republic
of Vietnam on 2-3 October 1966. Early on 2 October 1966, the Battalion was
diverted to the village of Hoa Hoi where two helicopters had been shot down.
After a quick reconnaissance, the battalion commander commenced the air
assanlt, " moving his three rifle companies into positions around the enemy-held
village. Two platoons of Company B were in the initial air movement, and
these elements came under heavy enemy small arms fire upon landing. Unhesi-
tatingly, the men charged straight into the well entrenched enemy and pushed
them back toward the village. As Company B was fighting its way into Hoa
Toi from the southeast, Company A landed to the sonthwest. Receiving sniper
fire on the landing zone, the company immediately attacked toward the village.
At this point operations were haited, and loudspeakers were used to divect the
civilians away from the village and to implore the enemy soldiers to lay down
their arms. Numerous civilians and soldiers did as they were dirvected. After
an honr, it was evident that no one else was coming out of the village, and the
advancedwas continued. The fighting was marked by violent platoon size en-
connters as the companies attacked throngh a series of well fortified enemy
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trenches hefore reaching the enemy’s main village stronghold. In the meanwhile,
Company C completed the encirclement, landing north of the village and attacl-
ing gouth. Using the same aggressive, offenslvp tactics emp]oyed by the other
companies, (‘omp‘my C fought its way through rice paddies and enemy forti-
fieations to reach its b]nckmg positions. It became evident that the three rifle
companies could not contain the enemy during the approaching night, and
Companies A and C, 1st Battalion, 5th C“wnhy, were airlifted into 1]19 area
to ceal off the enemy village. I)urlngj the night, the enemy made numerous
attempts to breakout of the perimeter, but were unable to penetrate the valiant
ring of soldiers. At daybreak, Company C, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry, began
the main attack through the village while the remainder of the force continued
to encirele the enemy. Despite the heavy volume of deadly fire from the well
entrenched, tenacious foe, the heroic troopers moved steadily forward, and
position after position collapsed under their assault. By noon, the final sweep
of Ioa IToi was completed. Because the Battalion aggressively carried the battle
to the enemy with uncounted incidents of individual gallantry, friendly casual-
ties were minimized compared with near total destruction of the entrapped
enemy force. The determination and extraordinary courage displayed by the
men of the participating units reflect great eredit upon the 1st Cavalry Division
and the United States Army.

By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

W. C. WESTMORELAND,
: Greneral, United States Army,
Official: Chief of Staff.
KENNETH G. WICKHAM,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant General.
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