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'\Y,\surxcTox, D.C'., 5 July 1968 

A WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 

By direction of the Pre;;itlent, under the ,Joint Resolution of Congress ap­
proved 12 .July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March lS(l:1, act of 9 July HHS and 
act of % July ll)G:;), the Medal of Honor for conspicnou,; gnllrmtry and in­
trepidity at the risk of life aborn and beyond the call of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Department of thr .Anny in the name of Congress to: 

Specialist Four Donald TV. Ecan8, .fr., Fnited States Army, who 
distinguished himself while serYing :,;; a nieclienl aidman ,vith C'omvany A, 2d 
Battalion, 12th Infantry in combat opemtions north of Tri Tam, Republic of 
Vietnam on 27 January 1967. He left his position of relatiw safety "·ith his 
platoon ,vhich had not yet been committed to the battle to answer the calls for 
medical aid from the wonncled men of another platoon which was heavily en­
gaged with the enemy force. Dashing across one hundred meters of open area 
through a withering hail of enemy fire and exploding grenades, he administered 
life-saving treatment to one indi,·idual and continued to expose himself to the 
clead1y e1wmy fire as he movecl to treat each of tlic other wounded men and to 
offer them encouragement. Realizing that the ,,onmls of one rn:m required im­
mediate attention, Specia1ist E can8 dragged the injurNl so]clier back across the 
dangerous fire-swept nrea, to a secure position from whiC'h he C'Ou1d be fnrther 
enwuated. :Miraculously escaping the enemy fusillalle, Specialist E 1·an8 
returned to the forward location .. As he continued the treatment of the wounded, 
he was stmck by fragments from an enemy grenade. Despite his serious and 
painfnl injury he �u<'ceeded in eYacuating anothel' ,Yotmcled comrade, rejoined 
his platoon as it was committed to battle, and ,ms soon treating other wounded 
soldiers . .As he erncnatecl another \YOtmclecl man across the fire-con�recl field, 
he was sererely wourn1ecl. Continuing to refuse medical attention and ig:10ring 
ad,·ice to remain behind, he managed ,vith his ,rnning strength to mo,·e yet 
another wounded comrade across the dangerous open area to safety. Disregard­
ing his painful wounds and serious1y ,veakened from profuse bleeding, he 
continued his life-saving medical aid and was killed ,vhile treating another 
wounded comrade. Specialist E'cans' extraordinary valor, dedication and in­
domitable spirit sn.,·ecl the lives of several of his fellow soldiers, served as an 
inspiration to the men of his company, were instrumental in the success of 
their mission, and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of 
his country. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KENNETH G. "'WICKHAM, 
i.lfa_jor General, U'fiited States Army, 
The Ad_jntar,t General. 

Distribution: 
To be distributed in nccordnnce with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 

W. C. WESTMORELAND, 
General, United States Army 
Ohief of Staff. ' 
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