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HEA.DQUARTBRS 
DEPARTMENT OF TRE ARMY 

WASHINGTON, D.C., 4 April 1968 

A. WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* 
By direction of the Presi<lent, uni.for the Joint Resolution of Congress 

approved 12 July 1862 ( t:tmended by o.ct of 3 .?l;farch 1863, ::ict o:f 9 July 1918 
and a.ct of 25 July rn63), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and in­
trepidity at the 1·isk of life above and ooyoncl the cull of duty is a.warded 
posth1:onoualy by tho Departnient t1f the Army in the name of Congress to: 

s~rgeant Donald R. long, i United States Army. On 30 June 
1966, Troops B a1id C, 1st Squadron, 4th Ca:valty, while conducti11:g s..reoonnais• 
sance mission o.long ii rm,d in the Republic of Vietnam, were suddenly a.ttacked 
by a Viet Cong l'Bgiment, · supported by mortars~ rei:>oi11ess rifles and rnachine­
guns, from concealed positions astride the road. Serge:int Long abandoned the 
rel_ative safety of his armored.. personnel carri.~r ll.nd bro,ved a withering hiiil o; 
enamy £re to carry wounded. men. to evMuation helicopters. As the Platooz. 
£ought its ,v,1y :forwnrd to resupply advanced elements, Ser~"ea.nt L011q repeat­
edly exposed himself to enemy fire at poi11t Nank ran~ to provide t.he neede< 
snpplies. While assn.tilting the Viet Cong positionst Setgea11t Ling inspired hi:-. 
eomr~des by fearlessly standing unprotected to repel the enemy with rifle fire 
o.nd grenades as they at.tempte,d to mount his carrier, When the enemy threatened 
t-0 overrun a. disabled carrier neurby, Sergeant Long again disre:g11rded his own 
Sll,fety to help the severely wounded crew to safety. As he ,va,s hn;nding arms to 
the less seriously wounded n.nd reorganizing them to pr-ess the attack, an enemy 
grenade wtis hurled onto the tarrier deck. Immediutely recognizing the imminent 
danger, he instinetively shouted it warning to the crew and p,lshed to safety one 
man who had notheo.rd hia warning over the rnRr of.battle. Realizing that these 
actions would not fully protect the e:.tp,osed crewmen 'frorn the deadly e:-tplosion, 
ha threw himself oi'er the gr~o.de to absorb the blast and thereby saved the lives 
of eight of his eomrn.des at the expense of his own life. Throughout the battle, 
Sergeant Ecmg's extraordinary heroism., courage and snpreme devotion to his 
men we-re in the fine.st traditions of the military service, and reflect groot credit 
upon himself and the United States Anny. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army : 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General, United States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12--4 requirements. 
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HAROLD K. JOHNSON 
General, United States A.;,.. 
Chief of Staff. 


