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A WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of: the Presitlent, 1rn<ler the Joint Resolution of: Congress 

approved 12 ,July 1862 (am<'1Hk<l by ad of:; .3faeeh ISG:1, act of D .July HHS 
and aet of 2;'i ,July 1!)()3), the l\Iedal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life abo\'e and h<'yon<l the rnll of duty is awarded 
posthumously by the Departnwnt of the Army in the 1rnme of Congress to: 

Prirnte First Clnss Lr'1ci8 A1bane8e, l~nite<l States Army. 
Company B, 3th Battalion (~\ir mobile), 7th Carn,lry, 1st Cantlry Di\·ision, 
who distinguished hirns(.1f by conspicuous heroism in the Republic of Vietnam 
on 1 December 1!)66. Pri rnte Albane8e'8 platoon, \Yhile ndrnncing through 
densely cm·er0d terrain to establish a blocking position, received intense 
automatic weapons lire from elo:-:e rnngc . .\s other members manem·ered to 
assault the enemy position, Prirnte "Ubilncse \\'HS or,kre(1 to pro1·i<lc security 
:for the left flank of the plato:>11. :-:ud\knly, the left flank recein!(l fire from 
enemy located in a well-eoneeakd ditch. Realizing tht imminent danger to 
his comrades from this fire, Prin1te Alb11nese fixed his bayonet and moved 
aggressin,ly into the clitch. His action silPnced the sniper Jin''. enabling the 
platoon to resume mo1,ement tow:tnl the main enemy position. As the platoon 
continued to adnrnce, the sound of hean· firing emanate(l from the left flank 
from a pitched battl~ that ensued in t:;e ditcl~ whid, Printte Albanese had 
entered. The diteh was ad11ally a 1Yell-organize(l enmpll'x of enemy defenses 
designed to bring clernstating fhnking fire on fon·es attacking the main 
position. Prini,te Albant81': disregarding the dang0r to himself, advanced 100 
meters along the trench ancl killed six of the sniper,c:, ,"110 ,rnre armed ,vith 
automatic weapons. ILn-ing exlrnusted his ammunition, Pri ntte Albanese was 
mortally wounded when he engaged aiul killed two more enemy soldiers in 
fierce hand to hand combat. His unparalleled nrtions sa;-ed the li,·es of many 
members of his platoon ,d10 otherwise wonld harn fallen to tlie sniper fire from 
the ditch, and enabled his platoon to snccess:fnlly adrnnce against an enemy 
fore~ of overwhelming 1mmerical superiority. Private ~llbwwge's extraordinary 
heroism and supreme dedication to his comrades were commensurate with the 
fin~st traditions of the military setTice nnd remain a tribute to himself, his 
mut, and the 17nitct1 States Army. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Official: 
KENNETH G. WICKHAM, 
Major General, United States Anny, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 

2 

HAROLD K JOHNSON 
General, United States A;,,.. 
Chief of Staff. 


