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GENERAL ORDERS HEADQUARTERS
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 45 WasHaINGTON, D.C,, 20 October 1967

AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the Joint Resolution of Congress
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918
and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded
by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to:

Sergeant David C. Dolby, nited States Army. On 21 May
1966, Sergeant David C. Dolby (then Specialist Four) was serving as a machine
gunner of Company B, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 8th Cavalry in the Republic
of Vietnam, when his platoon, while advancing tactically, suddenly came under
intense fire from the enemy located on a ridge immediately to the front. Six
members of the platoon were killed instantly and a number were wounded,
including the platoon leader. Sergeant Dolby’s every move brought fire from the
enemy. However, aware that the platoon leader was critically wounded, and
that the platoon was in a precarious situation, Sergeant Dolby moved the
wounded men to safety and deployed the remainder of the platoon to engage
the enemy. Subsequently, his dying platoon leader ordered Sergeant Dolby to
withdraw the forward elements to rejoin the platoon. Despite the continuing
intense enemy fire and with utter disregard for his own safety, Sergeant Dolby
positioned able-bodied men to cover the withdrawal of the forward elements,
assisted the wounded to the new position, and he, alone, attacked enemy posi-
tions until his ammunition was expended. Replenishing his ammunition, he
returned to the area of most intense action, single-handedly killed three enemy
machine gunners and neutralized the enemy fire, thus enabling friendly elements
on the flank to advance on the enemy redoubt. He defied the enemy fire to
personally carry a seriously wounded soldier to safety where he could be treated
and, returning to the forward area, he crawled through withering fire to within
fifty meters of the enemy bunkers and threw smoke grenades to mark them
{or air strikes. Although repeatedly under fire at close range from enemy snipers
and automatic weapons, Sergeant Dolby directed artillery fire on the enemy
and succeeded in silencing several enemy weapons. He remained in his exposed

* location until his comrades had displaced to more secure positions. His actions ﬁ

of unsurpassed valor during four hours of intense combat were a source of in-
spiration to his entire company, contributed significantly to the success of the
overall assault on the enemy position, and were directly responsible for saving
the lives of a number of his fellow soldiers. Sergeant Dolby’s heroism was in the
bighest tradition of the United States Army. (This award supersedes award
of the Silver Star for gallantry in act'on on 21 May 1966 to Sergeant Dolby as
announced in General Orders Number 2839, Headquarters 1st Cavalry Division
(Airmobile), APO San Francisco 96490, dated 15 August 1966.)
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

HAROLD K. JOHNSON,
General, United States Army,
Official : Chief of Staff.
KENNETH G. WICKHAM,
Major General, United States Army,
The Adjutant General.

Distribution:
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements.





