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A WARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 

By direction of the President, under the Joint Rerolution of Oongre-55 approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918 a.nd act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the ca.1] of dnty is awarded posthumously by the Department. of the� name of Congress to: Staff Sergeant Jimmy G. Stewart, � United States Army. Early on the morning of 18 May 1966, a �inforced North Vietnamese company attacked Company B, 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry, which was manning a defen­sive perimeter in Vietnam. The surprise onslaught wounded five members of a six-man squad caught in the direct path of the enemy's thrust. Sergeant Stewartbecame a. lone defender of vita.I terrain-virtually one man against a hostile platoon. Refusing to take advantage of a lull in the firing which would have pennitted him to withdraw, Sergeant Stewart elected to hold his ground to protect his fallen comrades and prevent an enemy penetration of the company perimeter. As the full force of the platoon-sized main attack struck his lone position, he fought like a ma.n possessed; emptying magazine after magazine at the determined, on charging enemy. The enemy drove almost to his position and hurled grenades, but Sergeant Stewart decimated them by retrieving and thl'owing the grenades back. Exhausting his ammunition, he crawled under the intense fire to his wounded team members and collected ammunition that they were unable to nse. Far past the normal point of exhaustion, he held his position £or £our harrowing hours and through three assaults, annihilating the enemy as they approached and before they could get a foothold. As a result of his defense, the company position held until the arrival of a reinforcing platoon which counterattacked the enemy, now occupying foxholes to the left of Sergeant Stewart's position. After the counterattack, his body was found in a shallow enemy hole where he had advanced in order to add his fire to that of the counterattacking platoon. Eight enemy dead were. found around his immediate position, with evidence that fifteen others had been dragged a way. The wounded, whom he gave his life to protect, were recovered and evacuated. Sergea.nt 
Stewart's indomitable courage, in the fa.ce of overwhelming odds, stands as a. tribute to himself and an inspiration to all men of his unit. His actions were in the highest traditions of the United States Army and the Armed Forces of his country. 

* * * 

* 

* 

* 

*

* 



  

 

        

 
   

     
   

 

   
    

   

          




