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AWARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR
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By direction of the President, under the Jeint Resolution of Congress
approved 12 July 1862 (amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918,
and act of 25 July 1963), the Medal of Ionor for conspicnous gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty is awarded
*’ posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name of Congress to: %
Specialist Irour Dan/el Fernundez,*, United States Army, who
distinguished himself by gallantry and infrepidity at the risk of his life ahove
and bevond the call of duty on February 18, 1966 while serving as a member
of an eighteen-man patrol engaged in a vicious battle with the Viet Cong in
the vicinity of Cu Chi, ITau Nghia Province, Republic of Vietnam. Specialist
Fernandez demonstrated indomitable courage when the patrol was ambushed
by a Viet Cong rifle company and driven back by the intense enemy zutomatic
weapons fire before it could evacuate an American soldier who had been
wounded in the Viet Cong attack. Specialist Fernandez, a sergeant and two
other volunteers immediately fought their way through devastating {ire and
ﬁ exploding grenades to reach tlie fallen soldier. Upon reaching their fallen ﬁ
comrade the sergeant was struck in the knee by machinegun fire and im-
mobilized. Specialist Fernandez took charge, rallied the left flank of his patrol
and began to assist in the recovery of the wounded sergeant. While first aid was
being administered to the wounded man, a sudden increase in the accuracy and
intensity of enemy fire forced the volunteer group to take cover. As they did,
an enemy grenade landed in the midst of the group, although some men did
not see it. Realizing there was no time for the wounded sergeant or the other
men to protect themselves from the grenade blast, Specialist Fernandez vaulted
over the wounded sergeant and threw himself on the grenade as it exploded,
* saving the lives of his four comrades at the sacrifice of his own. Specialist
Fernandez’ profound concern for his fellow soldiers, his conspicuous gallantry,
and his intrepidity at the risk of his life above and bevond the call of duty
are in the highest traditions of the United States Army and reflect great credit
upon himself and the Armed IForces of his country.
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

HAROLD K. JOHNSON,
General, United States 4rmy,
Official: Chief of Staff.
KENNETH G. WICKHAM,
Major General, United States Armay,
The Adjutant General.

Distribution:
To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements for
Department of the Army General Orders.





