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AW ARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 

Dy direction of the Presillrnt, 11nclcr the ,Taint Tir;:,0]111 ion of Congress 
appro,·ecl 12 ,Tnly 18G2 (amended by net of 3 :March 18G3, net of D July lDlS, 
and net of 25 July 1DG;3), the :\Jeclal of Honor for conspicnous gaJbntry and 
intrepidity nt the risk of life aboYe nnd beyond the call of clnty is a,varded 
posthumously !Jy the Dqiar1ment of t11e Army in the name of Cong1·ess to: 

Specialist Four Daniel Fernandez, , United States Army, who 
distinguishNl himself by gallaniry and intrepidity at the risk of his life ahove 
and heyonc 1l1P call of duty on February 18, lDGG while serring as a member 
of an eightet>n-rnan pat rnl engaged in a Yicions battle ,yith the Yi Pt Cong in 
the Yicinity of Cu Chi, Hau Kghia ProYince, Ilepublic of Yietnam. Specialist 
Fernande.z demonstrated indomitable conrage when the patrol was ambushed 
by a Yiet Cong rifle company nnd clriwn back by the intense enPrny nutomnJic 
weapons fire hefore it could en1c-nate an Anwrican soldier who had been 
,rnundec in t11e Yiet Cong attack. Specialist Fernandez, a sergeant ancl two 
other Yolnn1eers immediately fought their ,my through l1eYas(ating fire anc 
exploding grenades to reach the fallen so]Jier. Fpon reaching their fallen 
comrade the sergeant "·as struck in the knee by machinegun fire an<l im­
mobilized. Specialist Fenwndez took charge, rallied the left flank of his patrol 
and began to assist in the recoYery of the wounded sergeant. 1\'hile first nid was 
being administered 1o the wonnded man, a sudden increase in the accuracy and 
intensity of enemy fire forced the volunteer group to inke cornr. _\s tliry did, 
an enemy grenade landed in the midst of the group, although some men cicl 
not see it. Realizing there mis no t.ime for the wounded sergeant or the other 
men to protect themselves from the grenade blast, Specialist Fernandez rnultec 
over the ,YomH1ec sergennt and thre,Y himself on the gren[lde as it Pxploded, 
saving the lives of his four comrades at the sacrifice of his mm. Specialist 
Fernandez' profound concern for his fello,v soldiers, his conspienous gallantry, 
and his intrepidity nt the risk of his life above anc beyond the call of duty 
are in the highest traditions of the United States .Army ancl rrflrd grr:it credit 
upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. 
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