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f__DJSTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. By direction of the Presi­
dent, under the provisions of the Act o:f Congress approved, July 25, Hl63, 
has ::nmrded the Distinguished Ser-dee Cross to: 

Specialist Ffre (then Specialist Four) TVilliam D. Burnett, , 
l;nited Stutes Army, who distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism on 
12 XoYember l!J6i:i, while engaged in military operations in the Republic of 
Vietnam as a drh·er of an armored personnel carrier. Specialist Burnett dem­
onstrafod dauntless courage ·when a hostile regiment launched a fierce attack 
on his unit at .Ap Bau Bang. At the start of the battle, ,Yhen the .50 caliber 
machinPgun mounted on his rnrrier malfunctioned, he swiftly morncl from the 
coYer o:f the ch-iYer·s seat to the top of the whicle, quickly cleared the ·weapon, 
and used it on approaching insurgents, annihilating fourteen of them. Dnring 
this act.ion, the carrier took three direct hits from mortar fire, disabling it and 
wounding the vehicle commander. .Assuming command of the situation, Spe­
cialist Bul'nett ordered the crew out of the vehicle, covered their withdrav,al, 
then pN·s01rnlly carried the wounded commander, and succeeded in reaching 
a protective cornr moments before a mortar round landed directly on the vehicle. 
During the withdrawal, he also saved the life o:f another wounded man by using 
his hand weapon to eliminate two insurgents ,Yho were about to kill his belea­
guered companion. After administering first aid to the wounded solclier, 
Specialist Burnett again exposed himself to a heavy volume of gun fire, going 
:from vehicle to vehicle in search of a medical aidman for his critically injured
comnrn.nder. Upon finding an aidma,n, he led him back and then picked up his 
commander and carried him across 2i:i0 meters of terrain through intense 
hostile gun fire to the helicopter evacuation pad. Through his brn-Yery, deter­
mination. and profound concern :for others, he saved the liYes of many :fellow 
soldiers and contributed to his unit's success in repulsing a well-armed and 
numerically ownvhelming insurgent force. Specialist Burnett's extraordinary 
heroism ,vhile serYing on the battlefield is in the highest traditions o:f the 
United States Army and reflects great credit upon himself ancl the military 
service. (This award supersedes the SilYer Star awarded to Specialist Burnett 
:for gallantry in action on 12 November 1!)65, us announced in General Orders 
Number 142, Headquartets l7nited States .Army, Vietnam, APO San Francisco 
!)6307, dated B .January l!)(i{l.) 
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