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AW ARD OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR 

* * * 
By direction of the President, under the Joint Reso1ntion of Congress 

approved 12 July 1862 ( amended by act of 3 March 1863, act of 9 July 1918 
and act of 25 July 1963) , the Medal of Honor for conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of life above ancl beyond the call of dnly is awarded 
posthumously by the Department of the Army in the name of the Congress to: 

Prin,te First Class 3/z'.lton L. Olive, Ill, , rnitecl States 
Army, who c1isl inguishecl himse1£ by cm1spicuons gallantry and int repiclity at 
the risk of his om1 life above and beyond the call of duty while participating 
in a search ancl destroy operation in the vicinity of Phu Cuong, Republic of 
Vietnam, on 22 October 19G5. Private Oli1:e ,ms a member of the 3d Platoon 
of Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne): G08cl Infantry, as it mo\·ecl through 
the jungle to find the Viet Cong operating in the area. Although the Platoon 
,ms snbjectecl to a heavy volume of enemy gunfire and pinned clown tempo­
rarily, it retaliated by assaulting the Viet Cong positions, causing the enemy 
to flee. As the Platoon pursuecl the insurgents, Private Olil-e ancl four other 
soldiers \\·ere moving through the jungle together ·when a grenade ,vas thrown 
into their midst. Private Oli1:e saw the grenade, and then sawd the fo·es of his 
follow soldiers at the sacrifice of his o,rn by grabbing the g1·en:Hle in his harnl 
ancl falling on it to absorb the blast with his body. Through his bravery, 
unhesitating actions, and complete disregard for his own safety, he prevented 
additional lo~s of life oi• injmy to the members of his platoon. Private Olive's 
cnnspicnous gallantry, extraordinary heroism, and intrepillity nt the risk of 
his own life above and beyornl the call of duty are in the highest traditions 
of the United States Army arnl reflect great credit upon himsrlf and the Armed 
Forcrs of his country. 
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army: 

Offlcjal: 
J. C. LAMBERT, 
11Jajor General, United States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 

Distribution: 

HAROLD K. JOHNSON 
General, United Slates A.~ 
Chief of Staff. 1 

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 
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