
GO 34 

Dl!lP ARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
GENimAL ORDERS! HEADQUARTERS, 

No. S4 WABIIINGTON 25, D.C., !7 Septembet• 1981 

The Department of tl1e Army announces with deep regret 
the dellth ot the Honorable CHARLES ERWIN WILSON, former 
Secretary of Defense, which occurred at Wilson, Loulslann, 
on 26 September 1001. 

Mr. WILSON WllS born ln Minerva, Ohio on 18 July 1890. 
He graduated from the Carnegie Institute of Technology in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1909 with a Bachelor of Scl&11ce 
Degree. IIe served ln mo.uy capacities including president 
of General Motors Corporation and Chlet Executive O.flfoer 
of General Motors Corporation prior to his appoinbnent as 
Secretary of Defense. 

For ten years 1'ollowlng his graduation from the Oarnegle 
Institute of Technology, Mr. WILBON woe employed by tbe 
Westinghouse Il11ectric and Mnnufacturlng Oorupany jn the 
Pittsburgh district. In his work at Westinghouse, he came 
in contact with automobile manufacturers and leo.rned tbe 
importance of.costs and volume manufacturing, and obtained 
excellent training in the practical application of engineering 
knowledge, 

In 1912, Mr: WIL130N designed tbe first automobile start­
ing motors made by Westinghouse and in 1916 was given 
charge of all Westinghouse automobile electrical equipment 
engineering, During World War I, he was In charge of 
design and development of WesUnghouse radio generators 
and dyn1tmotors for the Army and Navy. 

Mr. WrtSOl!f joined General Motors in .A.prll 1919, as chi~ 
engineer and sales manager of the automoblle division of 
the Remy Electric Company. Later he became cblet engi­
neer of the company. .While serving in this capacity, he 
initiated a redesigning progum that helped materially 1n 
putting the Remy Electric operations on a sound financial 
basis. In December 1921, he was made factory manager nnd 
in February 1925, he became general manager. 

A year later, the Dayton Engineering Labore.tortes Com­
pany was added to the Remy Electric Company and Mr. 
WILSON be<!a.me president and general rnanagar of the newly­
o.rganlzed Delco-Remy Corporation. 



In December 1028, Mr. WILBON wns mnde ll vice president 
0£ Ge11eral :Motors. He was given iucrcnslng responsiblllties 
in labor relntlons matters nnd lmslness planning ot pro<luc­
tlon, whlle continuing his supervisory relntton with the pn.rts 
nnd nccessory divisions, He wns mnde executive vice presi­
den.t of General Mot01·s on 1 May 1980 nud elected pl'esident 
of .tlle corporation on O J nnuary 1041. 

In tile four wartime years, Mr, WrtaoN led the production 
forces of General Motors in turning out a huge vol'nme of 
the Nation's armament. 1-'hey manufactured to.uks, nrrn◊red 
cars, airplane engines, machine guns, cnrblnes, nnd trucks 
:toi: the Armed Services, 1'hey also supplied most all ot the 
Diesel e11gine horsepowe1· used by the Navy. 

Mr. WILBON was nppolntecl Ohlef roxecutlve Omcer of Gen­
eral Motors on 3 June 1040 and took a contluulng active 
interest in ma1mgeme11t-lo.bor relations. He wns largely re­
sponsible fm· the scallug of wages w!th the coat ot living 
inclex and tile llistory-makilig ave year contract enteretl into 
in 1050 between Generlll Motors and tho United Automobile 
Workers 0.I.O. 

Ml'. WILBON wns !IJlpolnted Sec1·otary of Dofem1e by Proet­
(le11t Eisenhower on 20 Jnnuary 1008, Wl\fJ sworn 1111:0 office 
on: 28 January 1053, aud served In thls capttclty \llltll 30 
Octo!Jer 1057. Dnr!ng his service 11s Secret1u•y ot Defense, 
major nclvnucements were made In guided mlsa!les and 
atomic propulsion. Numerous experiments and tests or nu• 
cleur weapons were conducted. Uc toolt nn nctlvo part 111 
1,1nnn·lng and coordinating the continental clC!fcuao program. 

~be United Stntos Government o.w11.rded lfr. WILSON the 
Meclal of Merit In l!J-tll. He recelvetl tho tollowlug.honora'l'Y 
degrees: LL.D., Wayne UulvC!raity; Doctol' of Engineering, 
nensselaer Polytcclmlc Instlt.uto; Doctor ot Soleuce, Colum­
bln University; LL.D., :Mt. U11lon Coll<!ge; 1md Doctor ot 
Elngineedng, Mlch!gnn Stute College, In lllliO, he was pre• 
sented tlJO Wl11u•i:<ln S~llool AluU111l ffoclety Golcl Meclal by 
the Unive1·a!l'y of Pcunsylvnulu ancl tllo 'l'e<•lmology awud 
for Dlstinguishecl A<"lliovenumt IJy the Cumeglo Institute of 
'l'cclmology. 

Throughout his entire cnreor, Mr. Wu.soN urovod J1hnself 
an outstanding executive. Ile auecei;stully met every de• 
1,1rn.ml made upon llim. During the wartime 1ierlod, bis bua1-
ucas ncunieu nnd vni;t exvcrlonco made bhn nn tntormatlon 
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source tor many miUtnry nnd industdal bodies of the Gov­
ernment, lnclucllng Congressional Committees, on tho use ot 
resources and manpower. ~'his service was of inestimable 
value to the Nation. With his passing, the country bns lost 
n very loyal and prominent cltlzen. 
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