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GENERAL OF THE ARMIES JOHN J. PERS!HING CENTENNIAL 

September 18, 1060, will mark the one hundredth anniversary ot the birth ot 
Gene1·0.l of the Armies J olln J. Pershing. 

By Congressional Resolution and Presldentlnl Proclnmatlon, 18 September 
1960 hns been designated as a day upon wblch llll Americans should pay honor 
and respect to General ot tlle Armies John J. Pcrsblng nnd the men who served 
underblm. 

Throughout <36 years of distinguished service Genernl Pershing held respon­
sibilities vital to the security nnd welfare ot his country. In leadership, cournge, 
lllld steadfastness or purpose ho was unexcellecl. Whether In command of vast 
bodies of troops, In lending men Into battle, or In cooperating with the commanders 
of allied forces, ho proved hlms<:lf one or the world's great mllltury lenders. 
With his pnsslng tho Nation lost n faithful servant und the Army a great 
commander. 

General Perslllng cnterccl upon Ills active military career In 1882. After his 
graduation from the United States Militnry .A.cndemy In 1886 nnd his appoint­
ment ns a second lieutenant of Onvnlry, he was promoted In regular order to the 
grades or first lieutenant and captain, reaching tho lntter grnde In 1901, He 
served ln the meantime ns chief ordnnnce ofllcer o.nd ns assistant ndjutant 
general or volunteers, with the rank of mnjor, in the war w!tb Spr.ln and thit 
Philippine InBnrrect!on. 

During his early career, while on the western frontier, he took part in cam­
pnlgns ugulnst hostile Apache and Sioux Indians. In 1808 ho participated In 
the S11ntlugo,~nmpalgn in Oubn nnd was highly cornmcndecl and recommended 
for brevet promotion for personnl gallantry In tile lrnttle of. Sun Juan. In the 
Phlli[)piuo Islands, 1002-03, he commnndc<l expedlUons against the Moros nnd 
was in tho eugngemcnts of Gnuan, Bnyabao, Maclu, Bacolocl, Onlnbul, and Tnracn 
River. ms grent nb!llty and outat11ndh1g leadership wero demonstrated In these 
cmmpnlgns; nnd It wns because of the superiority tben evidenced that, In 1006, 
he wus nclvnnced from the grnde of cnptnln to thnt ot brlg11cller genornl. In this 
grade he commanded the Depn1·tment of Mindanao from 1000 to 1018 nnd wns 
mncle Governor of tlrn Moro l'r,ovlnce. 

After his return to tho United Stutes, he commanded a \Jrlgacle on the Mexican 
Border, and In 1010-17, ho wns chnrged with tho cllfficutt tnsk ot lending the 
force tbnt p1miued Into Mexico tile brmdlts whose depreclntlons on tl1e border 

, had compelled the United Stntes to take clrnstlc mi,nsurcs for their suppression. 
In 1010 ho wns uclvanced to the grude of mujor gcnernl, nnd, on the entrnnce of 
tho United States lnto Worltl Wnr I, wus selected by l'rcsillent Wilson to be tho 
commnnde1· of tho American lllx[leclltionury Forces sent !:o l!'rnncc to join those 
ot the nations allied against the nggres.~lvo centrnl empires of ID11rope. He was 
advanced to the grndc of general on 6 October l0l7, in which grncle he served 
until 3 September 1019, when in recognition o:t his nccompllsl1111e11ts1 ho wns 
appointed for life Genernl of the Armies of tile Unltccl StnteR. 

General Pershing wns Ohle! of Stnff of the Army from 1 July 1021 until his 
retirement on 13 September 1024. Af.tcr bis retirement he contlnuccl to serve ns 
Ohnil'llrnn of tile American Batlle Jl!onumm1ts CommlsHlon, which wns crentccl 
by Congl'css for tho pm•110se of commexno1·ntlng tile services of the Amcrlerm 
torcea 1n Europe during Worlcl War I. In NoYcm!Jcr 102·1, he wns <lesignntecl 
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by President Coolidge ae A.mbassndor to represent the United States in Peru 
during the Centennial of the Battle of Ayacucho, :S:e returned the following 
year to South America, where he served as head of the Tacna-Arica PlebiS<:itary 
Oo=lasion. On 24 June 1036, he was appointed by t:he Presltlent a member ot 
the commission to prepare plans for the erection o/'. a memorial within the 
Panama Oanal Zone to Major General George W. Goethals, builder of the Panama 
Oanal. 

In 1937, General Pershing was appointed by President Roosevelt n member at 
the special delegation to represent him ut the Coronation of Ills Majesty King 
George VI, nnd attended the ceremonies ln London. Following the coronation 
ceremonies he participated in the dedications of the monuments and chapels 
erected in Fro.nee by the American Battle Mouumeuts Commission. He was 
present also at the dedlcntlon of the statue erected nt Ver811Ules by the French 
to commemorate the services of the American Expeditionary Forces. 

Congresa, In a public resolution approved by the President 20 September 1919, 
extended Its thanks to him In the following words: 

"Reaolved. by tli,e Sett-ate arut House of RepreBffita,ti1Jes of the United State& 
of America in Ocmoreu assembled, That the thnn:ks of the American people 
and of the Congress of the United States are due, and are hereby tendered, 
to General John J. Pershing for his hlgh!y distinguished services as com­
mander In chlet of the American Expeditionary Forces 1n Europe • • •." 

He holds the Dlstlngulshed·Service Cross, the Dlstlngulshed-Servlce Medal, and 
Sliver Stnr decorations awarded by the United States. He was granted 20 
honorary degrees by universities and colleges throughout the world. The esteem 
in which he was held In foreign countries was evidenced by the action of 15 
governments in conferring upon him decorntlons of their highest orders. Eis 
name wlll pnss Into history as that of the American commander who led through 
World War I the Army without whose Intervention the cnuae of the allied nations 
of Europe, and possibly of democracy, might have been lost. 

As a mark of respect to the memory of General Pershing nnd his lengthy 
career of distinguished service to the Nation, the Secretary ot the .A.rmy desires 
thnt appropriate ceremonies or events be held at all Posts, Cnmps, Stations, and 
Installations where United Stntes Army personnel are serving, 

Dlstrlbutlon: 

~ 'Jh.fJ-~. 
Wu,m:n M, BRUCKER, 

Scorcta1·11 of the A1·ni11. 

To be dilltrlbuted in accordance with DA Form 12-4 requirements. 
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